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“Our culture has become increasingly hostile to Christians. And our first instinct
may be to avoid interacting with the world—especially when it comes to con-
troversial issues. But Jesus said our faith is meant to be a public faith. So how
can we engage positively with others on today’s most divisive topics? That’s what
When Culture Hates You is all about. You'll find this a rich source of wisdom for
knowing how to respond to opposition and discover a helpful variety of actions
you can take to have a positive influence on today’s culture.”

—TJack Hibbs, president, Real Life Network; founding and
senior pastor of Calvary Chapel Chino Hills, CA

“What Natasha Crain has accomplished in When Culture Hates You is remark-
able. Her warning of the escalating dangers facing followers of Christ is appro-
priately charged with urgency—and not a moment too soon. A dark evil is
rapidly descending on our children, our families, and our churches, and mul-
titudes of Christians are oblivious to the threat.

“Crain’s sobering analysis of current cultural deceptions is clearheaded,
lucid, and completely faithful to a robust Christian worldview. Her book is
also immensely practical with workable action guides and conversation helps
provided for each issue she critiques.

“When Culture Hates You is precisely what Christians now need to be equipped
to stand firm, to protect their families, and to resist the forces of darkness in
this evil day.”

—Gregory Koukl, president of Stand to Reason (str.org);
author of Zactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian
Convictions and The Story of Reality: How the World Began, How
It Ends, and Everything Important that Happens in Between

“This book is clearheaded, well researched, and so needed! In these pages you will
find answers to the many accusations hurled against Christians in our increas-
ingly hostile culture. As I read it, I kept thinking to myself how well it balances
Christian compassion with biblical authority and wisdom in its discussions of
the controversies that swirl around in our families, churches, schools, and the
media. Read it twice, then pass it on to a friend and ask them to do the same.”

—Erwin W. Lutzer, pastor emeritus,

Moody Church, Chicago



“Natasha Crain’s When Culture Hates You is a bold and needed resource for today.
Written with practical solutions in mind for the everyday Christian in the pew,
this is just the sort of resource that weary Christians need in this moment. The
array of topics Crain hits and the way she approaches them provides tangible
responses that Christians are desperately in need of.”

—Andrew T. Walker, associate professor of Christian Ethics and
Public Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“As Christians, we can often feel like the world is against us. That’s because the
world is against us, just as Jesus said it would be! But that doesnt mean we
should isolate ourselves while the culture implodes around us. Natasha Crain
offers wise, practical counsel for Christians who feel like they’re swimming
upstream in our anti-Christian culture.”

—Jim Daly, president, Focus on the Family

“American Christians are emerging from an unusual time of respite. For quite
a while, many of our beliefs and values were in alignment with the wider cul-
ture, with notable exceptions. The gap, however, has been growing, and the
reaction has been steadily intensifying, from disagreement to ridicule to hos-
tility. Our job, even in the midst of this change, is to be faithful in loving God
and loving people. That’s what this book is about: a sober-minded analysis of
the moment with tons of clear and practical help for the Christian who wants
to remain faithful.”

—John Stonestreet, president of the Colson Center;
voice of BreakPoint

“When the values of the culture raising our children go against our deepest spir-
itual and moral convictions, then peace becomes sin and battle is our mission.
Natasha Crain’s timely new book will not only help you understand how the fam-
ily of faith has slid into our current moral malaise, but how to boldly and com-

. . , »
passionately assert the good, heal the culture, and reshape our children’s future.

—XKirk Cameron, actor, producer



“In a post-truth culture, Christians are now finding themselves the objects of
insults such as ‘Christian nationalist, and ‘homophobic,” and ‘oppressor.” If you
find yourself confused by this new reality, When Culture Hates You will explain
our current cultural ethos and give you practical action steps to live out your
Christian values with courage and advocate for the common good. Don’t let
culture silence you. Let Natasha Crain help you live out your convictions in
the public square with tenacity and grace.”

—Alisa Childers, author of Another Gospel? and
host of 7he Alisa Childers Podcast

“How should Christians respond to a culture that’s declared war on reality, rea-
son, and biblical truth? When Culture Hates You has the answers. This timely
book is a biblical guide to engaging a hostile culture with courage and convic-
tion. It will help you to see just how important this fight is—and how engag-
ing in it is not an abdication of our Christian duty to love, but a fulfillment of
it. Every Christian who loves his neighbor and cares about our culture’s decline
needs to read this book.”

—Seth Dillon, CEO of The Babylon Bee

“Ready or not, we as Christians are facing a growing number of cultural, social,
and spiritual challenges. In this important book, Natasha Crain helps us get
ready. With clear logic, biblical wisdom, and relentless relevance, she shows how
we can be salt and light in this increasingly dark world, as Jesus commanded.
Highly recommended.”

—Mark Mittelberg, international speaker; author of Contagious Faith
and 7he Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask (With Answers)

“The evangelical church now faces unprecedented challenges. In our secular age,
we live in a society that is anti-Christian and has little tolerance for the historic
faith of Christianity. The seductive culture has destabilized the thinking and
discipleship of many inside the church. How do we live as salt and light in a
hostile world? How do we seek shalom in the midst of modern-day Babylon?
In this new book, Natasha Crain combines keen cultural analysis with biblical
truth, developing a model of cultural engagement that is faithful to the gos-
pel and filled with objective hope. Crain offers a timely and truthful call to the
church in the twenty-first century.”

—Robert J. Pacienza, senior pastor of Coral Ridge
Presbyterian Church, Fort Lauderdale, FL



“The Christian road is not an easy one. Knowing we're not alone as we navigate
it is encouraging. Natasha’s book offers clarity, guidance, and answers amidst
the harsh political landscape that Christians must traverse. She tackles diffi-
cult subjects such as legislating morality, queer theory, social justice, Christian
nationalism, and much more with courage and thoroughness, leaving no stone
unturned. This book empowers Christians to remain steadfast when faced with
harsh cultural opposition.”

—DMelissa Dougherty, content creator;
author of Happy Lies

“Jesus told us that the world would hate us as much as it hated Him. But He also
promised that the gates of hell would not prevail against His church. Natasha
Crain does an excellent job of helping us understand the challenges we face in
today’s post-Christian culture while at the same time giving us hope and con-
fidence that, at the end of days, we win!”

—Everett Piper, president emeritus,
Oklahoma Wesleyan University

“Natasha Crain has done a wonderful service to the body of Christ by providing
a needed introduction into Christian political theory. She explains a distinctly
Christian approach to participate in the public square in everyday language.”

—XKrista Bontrager, coauthor, Walking in Unity;
vice president of Educational Programs and Biblical

Integrity at the Center for Biblical Unity

—Monique Duson, coauthor, Walking in Unizy;
president, cofounder of Center for Biblical Unity
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10 my three kids: I pray you will grow up
to be bold lights in the darkness.
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FOREWORD

Frank Turek

efore I became a full-time speaker and a writer, I conducted lead-

ership training for Fortune 500 companies. One such company
was CISCO. Another was Bank of America. Both of them fired me
in 2011—not because my job performance was poor, but because an
employee in my training program discovered I had written a book
called Correct, Not Politically Correct. My sin? I had defended the bib-
lical view of marriage.

After writing to the chairman of CISCO, I was referred to the
head of inclusion, tolerance, and diversity for an explanation. I asked
her, “If you're all about inclusion, tolerance, and diversity, then why
was | excluded and not tolerated for holding a diverse view?” She
couldn’t give me a coherent answer because there isn’t one. In fact, if
irony could kill, she would have died right there!

The real answer is that inclusion, tolerance, and diversity are words
that have been redefined to mean something completely different than
what they originally meant. Now they mean, “If you don't believe in
the new cultural values that directly contradict the Bible and com-
mon sense, you will be excluded and not tolerated.”

After going public with what both companies did, I knew I'd be
too radioactive to work in “tolerant” corporate America again. Thank-
fully, I had a fallback position and began doing speaking and writ-

ing full time with CrossExamined.org.

1



12 WHEN CULTURE HATES YOU

But what about you? Are you ever afraid to say or post the bibli-
cal view of a moral issue? Worried that to do so might cost you your
job? Do you feel the need to censor yourself to avoid conflict? Have
you started to tell people—even your closest friends and relatives—
what they want to hear rather than what they need to hear? Have you
unwittingly bought into the cultural lie that love requires approval?

Where can you get help to navigate the minefield America has
become?

Thankfully, the Seventh Fleet has arrived, and her name is Nata-
sha Crain. I've been blessed to work alongside Natasha for about a
decade, and I can say that her insights into engaging a hostile cul-
ture are powerful and practical.

For example, in her book that preceded this one, Faithfully Dif-
ferent, Natasha revealed how modern secular people tend to think
about life and how to live it. They believe that feelings are the ulti-
mate guide, happiness is the ultimate goal, judging is the ultimate sin,
and God is the ultimate guess.

Who are you, Christian, to judge my actions because I'm just follow-
ing my feelings toward happiness? I need to follow my heart! And don’t
impose your God’s morality on me because no one is sure if he or she
really exists anyway.

You've probably heard some or all of that. In fact, if you think
about the people in your life who are not “religious™ —and maybe
even some who claim to be Christians—they follow that same “me-
centered” approach Natasha revealed in Faithfully Different, dont
they? Their theology is really me-ology set “to suit their own pas-
sions” (2 Timothy 4:3). The question is, how do you best interact
with such people to accomplish both the great commission and the
cultural commission?

When Culture Hates You shows you how. Natasha delves into the
hottest topics that, regrettably, many pastors are reluctant to address,

including transgenderism, critical race theory, social justice, charges
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of Christian nationalism, the taking of unborn lives, the loss of the
freedom to live out the Christian faith, and an absolutely shocking
chapter on the sexual “liberation” of children.

Along the way, Natasha gives you very practical action steps at
the end of each chapter, which are designed to help you advance the
cause of Christ. But before she does that, she shows why the culture
hates us and answers many objections people have when they claim
Christians are “imposing their views on others.”

When people make that objection, as Natasha will point out, they
are doing exactly what they’re complaining about—"“imposing their
views on others.” Whether it’s in a personal relationship, a business,
or a country, the rules and laws that are established are an imposition
of someones morality. In fact, all rules and laws legislate someone’s
morality. The only question is, whose morality should be legislated?

If you haven't noticed, new moralities and rights are invented
about every ten minutes in America. Quite often, the people advocat-
ing for these new rights are atheists who claim you are wrong for not
celebrating their new rights. You should ask them, “By what moral
standard are you claiming those rights? Unless God exists, there is
no objective moral standard, and, therefore, there are no rights.” In
effect, these people are attempting to steal objective morality from
God while claiming He doesn’t exist.

Nearly every page of this brilliant book exposes fallacies like this.
And while Natasha certainly makes the case that Christians must
love their neighbors by ensuring good laws are passed, this is not a
book primarily about politics. It is much broader than that. This is
a book about discipleship. It shows that we Christians ought to be
ambassadors for Christ in every area of our lives—not just at church,
but at home, at work, at play, online, in our local communities, and
in our country.

Yes, the culture is dark and hates us, but remember what Jesus
said our response should be: “You are the light of the world. A city
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set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put
it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven”
(Matthew 5:14-16).

You're not doing that if fear is keeping you silent. Read on to see

how you can make your light shine.

Frank Turek
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UNDERSTANDING
THE HATE






CHAPTER 1

JESUS SAID IT
WOULD HAPPEN

If the world hates you, know that it has
hated me before it hated you.

JOHN 15:18

n March 26, 1997, sheriff’s deputies received an anonymous

call to conduct a welfare check at a mansion in Rancho Santa
Fe, California. When they responded, they found a shocking scene:
Thirty-nine people were dead in what turned out to be the largest
mass suicide in United States history.

But it wasn’t just the scale of the event that made headlines. The
deceased were also mysteriously dressed in identical black tracksuits
and brand-new Nike shoes. Each person had the same cropped hair-
cut, and a large purple cloth covered each of the bodies.

News of the bizarre scene spread quickly, and the media flooded in.
It was eventually discovered that the group had ingested a fatal mix
of applesauce, sedatives, and vodka in order to facilitate a collective
suicide. Why? They thought they needed to shed their earthly bodies
in order to board an alien spacecraft hidden behind an approaching
comet—a spacecraft that would pass them through “Heaven’s Gate”

and into a higher existence.

17



18 WHEN CULTURE HATES YOU

People were enthralled with the Heaven’s Gate cult. Despite the
morbid nature of what happened, the group became the subject of
endless jokes. Even Saturday Night Live made a parody about them.
Culture clearly thought the people in this cult were delusional and
outlandishly wrong.

But culture didn't ate them.

When your doorbell rings and you discover two well-dressed peo-
ple from alocal church standing on your doorstep, there’s a good pos-
sibility that they’re Jehovah’s Witnesses. Well known to the world for
their door-to-door preaching, Jehovah’s Witnesses reportedly send
more than 8.5 million people into neighborhoods each year.

The internet abounds with humorous memes of people desperately
searching for a way to escape from these evangelists on their doorstep.
Apparently, if you've ever looked through your peephole and quietly
tiptoed back into your house hoping your unsolicited church visitors
won't ring again, you're not alone. Culture widely considers Jehovah’s
Witnesses to be annoyingly persistent in their door-to-door activities.

But culture doesn’t hate them.

If you drive through parts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
you'll probably have to slow down to accommodate horses and bug-
gies driven by men dressed in black broad-brimmed or straw hats.
As you pass through that rural countryside, it may look like a scene
from another century. But it’s just everyday life for the local Amish
community.

Lancaster County is home to the largest and most well-known settle-
ment of Amish in America, though there are more than 350,000 Amish
living in 32 states. Known for shunning modern conveniences like
cars, the Amish form close-knit communities dedicated to simple liv-
ing in pursuit of an undistracted devotion to God. Millions of peo-
ple flock to Amish country each year to get a glimpse of their unique
way of life. At the same time, the Amish are often criticized for being
backward and isolated. Culture certainly thinks they’re a curiosity.
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But culture doesn’t hate them.

There’s a reason culture doesn’t hate these three groups, even when
it's had an otherwise negative assessment of them: 7hese groups haven'r
attempted to influence the public square with their contrarian views.

The public square is anywhere views are shared for the purpose of
shaping public opinion on how society should function. If contrar-
ian groups keep to themselves such that culture can forge ahead in
the absence of any perceived imposition of beliefs from those groups,
they’re in the clear. Go ahead and don matching tracksuits with your
friends in anticipation of an alien ship, spend your free time knock-
ing on doors, or live like it’s 1750. Culture might think you're piti-
able, annoying, or weird, but it won’t hate you.

That level of bitter resentment is reserved for groups who believe
they shouldn’t keep their contrarian views to themselves. Groups whose
very purpose includes a charge to influence the culture around them
based on beliefs starkly opposed to those cherished by that culture.

Groups...like Christians.

Who Is Culture?

When I say that culture does or does not hate certain groups, you
probably have a general idea of what I mean by cu/ture. But because
that word can imply some very different things in different contexts,
it’s important to clarify what I mean by it for the purposes of this book.

In the broadest sense, culture refers to the way of life for a soci-
ety—the manners, dress, language, religion, arts, and customs gen-
erally shared by a group of people at a given time. That’s the kind of
definition youd find in a dictionary. But in everyday conversation,
people typically use the word cu/ture to mean something much more
nuanced. Culture, in this colloquial sense, is personified. /z refers ro
the people and institutions who hold the values considered to be in vogue

Jfor a given society.
For example, if someone says to you, “Today’s culture thinks that...,”
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you intuitively know how the sentence might end given what you
observe around you. Any of the following statements would read-
ily fit the presumed context: love means affirmation; it’s better to be
spiritual than religious; happiness is the goal of life; you shouldnt be
judgmental; or any number of other prevalent ideas.

This zeitgeist, or “spirit of the times,” can be observed at both
individual and institutional levels. Examples of key cultural insti-
tutions would include the media, entertainment, government, and
academia. Individuals influence those institutions, and those institu-
tions, in turn, influence more individuals. That cycle is ongoing and
mutually reinforcing, leading over time to certain values becoming
culturally acceptable or celebrated and others becoming anathema.
Culture, then, is a snapshot of the current state of society’s values.

That said, it’s important to also emphasize some qualifications
about what 7% implied by my use of the term cu/ture in this book.

First, saying culture thinks or does something is not making a
statement about the thoughts or actions of all cultures at all times.
For example, the Amish were persecuted by their culture in times
past, but that cultural hatred no longer persists. The term cu/ture nec-
essarily implies a context of time and place.

Second, saying culture thinks or does something is not to suggest
that every single person in a given society thinks or does the same. We
can broadly say culture doesn’t hate the Amish, for example, while
recognizing that there are surely some people who do (particularly if
they’ve had a bad personal experience with the Amish community).

Third, saying culture thinks or does something is not making a
claim about the percent of people in a given society who think or do
the same; it's impossible to broadly quantify the spirit of the times
when that encompasses constantly shifting and diverse factors. But
even if you could quantify it, sheer numbers wouldn’t necessarily tell
the full story. When a statistical minority is more aggressive in influ-

encing the public square with their values than a statistical majority
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that holds opposing views, it’s the minority’s values that will often
come to define the culture.

In summary, for the purposes of this book, culture refers to the
people and institutions who hold the values widely considered to be
accepted and celebrated in the United States today.'

Beyond the Soup Kitchen

The significance of culture to Christians cannot be overstated,
because culture functions as a gatekeeper of the ideas that fashion-
able society deems admissible to the public square at any given time.
And if youre a group whose values have become anathema, the gate-
keepers won't merely roll a condescending eye at you and then let
you in. They’ll funnel their hatred of your contrarian values into an
active campaign to keep your influence out.

It’s probably not news to you that this is increasingly the relation-
ship between culture and Christians today.

It's worth noting, however, that culture doesn’t necessarily hate
everything Christians might advocate for in the public square. For
example, people with all kinds of different views about the world
would agree that it’s a good thing to volunteer at or donate to local
soup kitchens. If you're part of a Christian group passionate about
that form of service, you might decide to publicly advocate for the
cause in some way. In doing so, it’s likely that no one will hate you,
even if they disagree on the best way to approach the issue of food
insecurity. Serving food to those in need is an action still widely con-
sidered to be a moral good.

But now let’s say you're a group who believes humans in the womb
have the same value and God-given right to life as humans who have
already been born, and you decide to publicly advocate for a local
pro-life pregnancy center.

I don’t have to tell you were out of soup kitchen territory now.

In today’s culture, the pro-life position is seen as a repulsive injustice
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to women. Consequently, culture doesn’t think that those who hold
such a position are merely mistaken—a belief akin to thinking an
alien ship is coming—it thinks they’re gppressors. If you speak or act
publicly against abortion, you'll be morally condemned and detested
for being harmful, oppressive, cruel, toxic, violent, or misogynistic
(more on that in chapter 8).

Loving your neighbor by publicly advocating for a soup kitchen and
loving your neighbor by publicly advocating for the protection of
life in the womb are both outworkings of a biblical worldview. But,
as we just saw, there’s a major difference in how those two actions
are perceived by culture. The former will likely draw ambivalence
or approval, the latter serious condemnation. As Christians, there-
fore, we aren’t resented for everything we believe and do, but because
we're reviled for opposing some of the values most cherished by cul-
ture, we're increasingly hated as a group.

The gatekeepers would love nothing more than for us to just
keep serving soup while being silent about the issues on which we’re
at odds with culture—and that’s a tempting proposition for many
Christians. After all, if we did that, culture would like us (or at least
like us more). Who wants to be hated?

But being hated is exactly what Jesus told us to expect if were going
to follow His commands. Silence in exchange for cultural respect is a

deal with the devil.

Jesus Said It Would Happen

Knowing what the Bible says about culture hating the followers
of Jesus is the key to understanding the moment we're in, so let’s go
to Scripture.

Jesus called His 12 disciples together one day to prepare them to
go out on a mission. He gave them the authority to cast out unclean
spirits and to heal every disease and affliction (Matthew 10:1). He
then instructed them at length on what to expect and do on their
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journey. It certainly wasn’t a talk designed to encourage the disci-
ples with any idea that the mission field would warmly embrace
them. Jesus warned that they'd be handed over to local councils and
be flogged in the synagogues (Matthew 10:17), that family members
would betray each other and have one another put to death (Mat-
thew 10:21), and that He didn’t come to bring peace, but a sword
(Matthew 10:34). It’s within that context that Jesus said the follow-
ing: “You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who
endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). Later, in Mat-
thew 24:9, Jesus repeated to His disciples, “You will be hated by all
nations for my name’s sake.”

These verses should raise the question of why Jesus’s disciples would
be hated. In the immediate context of these passages, Jesus doesn’t
explicitly say why. But we get a more detailed picture of what He
had in mind in His words from John 15:18-21:

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love
you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
Remember the word that I said to you: “A servant is not
greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep
yours. But all these things they will do to you on account

of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.

Now we have the explanation: If the disciples were of the world,
the world would have loved them as its own, but because they weren’
of the world, the world would hate them. Jesus similarly connected
this explanation when He prayed, “I have given them your word, and
the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as
I am not of the world” (John 17:14).
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So what does it mean to be of the world? The Greek word trans-
lated “world” here is kosmos. Kosmos in this context refers to unbe-
lieving mankind, which is governed by evil. To say that unbelievers
are governed by evil isn’t a hyperbolic theological claim. Jesus bluntly
said on multiple occasions that Satan is the ruler of the kosmos (John
12:31; 14:30; 16:11). In fact, He told a crowd of Jews who claimed to
be children of God through their physical descent from Abraham
that they were actually children of Satan (John 8:44)! Why? He said
it was because their will was to do the devil’s desires.

That’s the pivotal distinction. People are either children of Satan
or children of God. People who are “of the world” are children of
Satan, and, under his influence, desire to go their own way rather
than God’s way. In Ephesians 2:1-3, Paul says all of us have that desire

for self-rule by nature:

You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature

children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

Those who remain of the world are slaves to sin because they remain
in rebellion to their Creator; in following their own passions and
desires, they do the will of Satan. Those who give their lives to Jesus,
however, receive a new nature and are a new creation (2 Corinthians
5:17). They become children of God (John 1:12) and are now slaves
to righteousness. Paul emphasizes this contrast in Romans 6:16-18:

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone

as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you
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obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that
you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient
from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you

were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have

become slaves of righteousness.
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So let’s recap. Jesus said the world would hate His disciples because

they were not of the world; if they were of the world, the world would

love them as its own. To be of the world means to be under the gov-

erning influence of Satan, resulting in being a slave to sin. Conversely,

to be a child of God is to be a slave to righteousness.

That leads to our final question: Why do the children of Satan

necessarily hate the children of God? John addresses this question

directly in 1 John 3:9-13:

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s
seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because
he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the
children of God, and who are the children of the devil:
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God,
nor is the one who does not love his brother. For this is
the message that you have heard from the beginning, that
we should love one another. We should not be like Cain,
who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And
why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil
and his brother’s righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers,

that the world hates you.

righteousness and the children of Satan practice evil.
Righteousness is despised by a fallen world.

In short, the children of God will be hated because they practice
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When the children of God practice righteousness, they shine light
on the works of the world, unveiling the truth of what they are: evil.
Satan may masquerade as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14), but
that illusion is shattered by the true light that comes from the fol-
lowers of Jesus. Of course those who are of the world will hate that.
And they’ll hate you for making it happen.

Christianity Is a Public Faith

Given that this is why Jesus said the world would hate His disci-
ples, it follows that He presumed they would be engaging with the
world in some way; where evil continues in darkness, there’s no light
to hate. Being a Christian, therefore, doesn't end with a private pro-
fession of faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. If we profess that Jesus is
Lord over our lives, we'll live in obedience to His commands (John
14:15)—commands that include the public engagement necessary to
make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19-20) and to advocate for
righteousness in our given cultures. Jesus spoke of this latter role in

His famous Sermon on the Mount words about being salt and light
(Matthew 5:13-16):

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under

people’s feet.

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to

your Father who is in heaven.

As salt, we preserve a world that would otherwise be entirely under
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the destructive rule of Satan and enslaved to sin. We preserve the
world for enough time that God’s purposes can be worked out. As
light, we expose the darkness for what it is and bring glory to God in
the process (see also John 3:19-21; 8:12; Ephesians 5:11). These roles
of preserving and exposing are inherently of a public nature. Zhey
require Christians to advocate for righteousness in the public square. We
aren't preserving or exposing anything by sitting passively in our liv-
ing rooms.

It’s at this point that some Christians get squeamish. They agree
that we're to be saltand light, but they believe that should only include
sharing the gospel and doing good works in one’s private life—not
advocating for righteousness in how society functions. In response,
four points should be made.

First, acknowledging the need to advocate for righteousness in how
society functions doesn’t imply there isn't #/so a need for Christians
to share the gospel and do good works in their private lives. We can
share the gospel, do good works in our private lives, and advocate for
righteousness in how society functions. This should be a rather obvi-
ous point, but it warrants an explicit remark because it’s a common
reason Christians give for avoiding the public square. The underlying
sentiment is that our primary mission is to share the gospel and do
good works, so time spent on social issues is a distraction from what
we should really be doing. While it's a worthwhile warning to not
turn our mission into a purely earthly one, the possibility of Chris-
tians erring in that direction is not an argument for not caring about
the righteous functioning of society at all. The laws passed by our
society affect our ability to even preach the gospel in the first place.

Second, the gospel itself implies the need to care about how soci-
ety functions and act accordingly. When Christians say we should
“just” preach the gospel, it’s worth asking what they believe the gospel
is. The gospel is the good news that God loved the world so much,

He gave His only Son to die as payment for our sins so we could be
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reconciled to Him and have everlasting life. When we respond to

this gracious offer of salvation, we submit to Jesus as Lord and fol-
low His commands out of our love for Him. Caring abour the way in

which society functions is just one part of following Jesuss second great-
est commandment, to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:36-
40). Part of loving your neighbor is caring about the quality of their
lives in the context of the society in which they live. Put simply, we

should want God’s best for them.

Third, when we care about the quality of people’s lives in the
context of the society in which they live, we should want God’s best
for them regardless of how many people are responsive to the gos-
pel message at any given time. Christians sometimes believe that
the extent of societal transformation for which we’re responsible is
preaching the gospel so that individual consciences will be trans-
formed and more individuals will then make righteous choices. But
when you apply that logic to specific cases in history, few people
would maintain the same position consistently. For example, imag-
ine someone saying the following: “I think Christians in the nine-
teenth century really messed up by working to abolish slavery. They
should have just preached the gospel so that individual lives would
be transformed, and over time, that would have changed society to
the point it would no longer find slavery morally acceptable.” I'm
guessing nearly every reader would instinctively disagree with this
imaginary person, but take a moment to consider why. Four mil-
lion enslaved people were set free by the Emancipation Proclamation
in 1863. How many more years would people have had to suffer in
slavery if Christians had simply waited for a critical mass of Ameri-
cans to have their moral sensibilities transformed through personal
salvation? What if that critical mass was never reached? Should slav-
ery have continued? Of course not. Fortunately, there were Chris-
tians at the time who recognized the need to shine light on the deeds
of darkness and advocate for righteousness—the end to a wicked
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institution. They preached the gospel, but they didn’t wait to see
how many conversions would happen before working to bring an
end to societal evil.

Finally, God’s concern for how society functions runs through-
out the Bible. It’s clear that God cares both about individual rela-
tionships with Him and the moral health of the societies in which
individuals live. The following are just a few notable examples where
biblical people were exhorted to proactively shape societies that func-

tion in a righteous way:

* In Isaiah chapter 1, God expresses His wrath toward the
people of Judah for their sins and empty religious ceremo-
nies. He presses them to cease doing evil and instead “learn
to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice
to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause” (vv. 16-17; see
also Zechariah 7:10). This, of course, would require pub-

lic engagement and advocacy.

* In the Jewish exile to pagan Babylon, the prophet Daniel
was an official in King Nebuchadnezzar’s court. Daniel told
the king, “Break off your sins by practicing righteousness,
and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed,
that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosper-
ity” (Daniel 4:27). Here we see that God expected even
pagan societies to function in a righteous way (see also

Amos 1-2 and Obadiah).

*  God told the Jewish exiles in Babylon, “Seek the welfare of
the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the
Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your wel-
fare” (Jeremiah 29:7). God didn’t want the exiles to thumb
their noses at the pagan culture in which they were forced
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to live. They were to seek what was best for the culture—

which would be to everyone’s benefit, including their own.

* John the Baptist was thrown into prison because he had
rebuked the civil leader Herod Antipas for marrying his
brother’s wife and “for all the evil things that Herod had done”
(Luke 3:19-20). Presumably, those evil actions included
what Herod had done in his governing capacity.

Being salt and light isn't oz/y about having a godly influence on

culture, but biblical examples demonstrate it certainly includes that.

When Culture Hates You

Something that’s easy to gloss over in Jesus’s words about being
salt and light is how that passage ends: “Let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16, emphasis added). This is a seem-
ingly surprising conclusion given our earlier discussion about being
hated for righteousness. In fact, it’s a jarring contrast even against
Jesus’s immediately preceding words (Matthew 5:10-12):

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

So which is it? Will the world hate us for shining light, or will it
see our good works and glorify God?

The answer is both.

Sometimes when we as Christians testify to righteousness through
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our words and actions, people will have their eyes opened and glo-
rify God as the source of all that is good and true. Praise the Lord
for those times!

But in other circumstances, Christians will be reviled and even
persecuted. Yes, Jesus said that we would be blessed when that hap-
pens, but that doesn’t mean it’s easy. The prophet Jeremiah spoke
God’s truth to his culture, but he also lamented, “I have become a
laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak,
I cry out, I shout, ‘Violence and destruction!” For the word of the
Lorb has become for me a reproach and derision all day long” (Jere-
miah 20:7-8). Jeremiah wasn’t an exception. The pattern of the Bible
is that all the prophets suffered in some way (Acts 7:52). It’s never
been popular to publicly advocate for righteousness in a fallen world.

No book is needed to equip and encourage Christians to perse-
vere through cultural hatred when publicly advocating for something
like a soup kitchen. As we discussed, no one will hate you for that.

But when culture hates you—when you're reviled for promoting
your views in the public square—it takes deep conviction and cour-
age to nonetheless persevere for the common good. That requires
biblical, cultural, and civic understanding that Christians don’t nec-
essarily have by default. And therein lies the purpose of this book:
to give Christ followers the crucial understanding required to con-
fidently advocate for righteousness in today’s increasingly dark and
hostile culture.

Part 1 will establish important foundational principles on the
nature of Christian public influence. The purpose of this section is
to provide readers with a framework for evaluating 27y common-
good issue, whether it’s one we address specifically in part 2 or not.
So don’t skip part 1! It functions as far more than a lead-in to part 2.
It’s relevant to a plethora of issues Christians encounter beyond the
specific ones we'll consider in this book.

That said, in part 2, we'll apply our understanding from part 1 to
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five issues that are of especially great significance for the common good
today—issues on which Christians are also at great odds with culture
and receive significant condemnation accordingly. These aren’t the
only issues drawing resentment against Christians, but they represent
a selection of those on which Christians most urgently need clarity.

I pray that When Culture Hates You will equip and encourage you
to be the light God wants you to be in this world.
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CHAPTER 1 SUMMARY

Culture, in the context of this book, refers to the people
and institutions who hold the values widely considered
to be accepted and celebrated in the United States today.

Culture hates groups who seek to influence the public square

with contrarian values—groups like Christians.

Being hated shouldn’t surprise us. Jesus taught that the
world would hate His disciples because they were not of
the world. To be of the world means to be under the gov-

erning influence of Satan, resulting in being a slave to sin.

Those who are of the world—children of Satan—natu-
rally hate the children of God for practicing righteous-
ness because their righteousness reveals the works of the

world to be evil.

The Christian “saltand light” roles of preserving and expos-
ing are inherently of a public nature. They require us to
advocate for righteousness in the public square, even when

we're hated for it.



	Front Cover
	Title Page
	Copyright
	Contents



