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9

INTRODUCTION

Why study Bible prophecy?

With the events that are unfolding in our world today, people want 
to know more about Bible prophecy, especially the sequence of the 
many important events that Scripture says will occur during the end 

times.
Did you know that approximately 27 percent of the entire Bible contains 

prophetic material? Half of that has already come true; half remains to be ful-
filled. That means that of the Bible’s 31,124 verses, 8,352 contain prophetic 
material.1 Also, 1,800 verses in the Bible deal with the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. In the New Testament, approximately 1 out of 25 verses refers to the sec-
ond coming. Would anyone dare to say to God that what He wrote in Scripture 
is worthless, unimportant, and shouldn’t be studied? In fact, God brags about 
His prophetic statements as being proof that He exists. 

I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 
me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, 
what is still to come. I say, “My purpose will stand, and I will do all 
that I please.”… What I have said, that I will bring about; what I have 
planned, that I will do (Isaiah 46:9-11 niv). 

In Mark 13:23, Jesus said, “Be on your guard; I have told you everything 
ahead of time” (niv). He also said, “I am telling you now before it happens, so 
that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am [that is, God]” 
(   John 13:19 niv).

Prophetic statements in the Bible prove that God exists and that Jesus is 
God. They are there to warn those without Christ and comfort those who have 
believed in Him. There is nothing more encouraging to focus on during these 
difficult days than to realize we have a God who loves us and has a fabulous 
future awaiting those who love Him. I (   John) interviewed Dr. John Walvoord, 
a great eschatological theologian, before he died, and I asked him, “Why have 
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you devoted your whole life to talking about the rapture?” He said, “John, there 
is nothing greater that I can think about than waking up and being in the pres-
ence of my Lord and being able to face Him and see Him just the way that He 
is.” May the Lord use this book to answer your questions and allow you to see 
Him more clearly.
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QUESTION 1

What time period are we living in today 
according to biblical prophecy, and what 
signs need to occur before Jesus returns?

This is the one question we are asked the most. People often ask what 
signs have to happen before the Lord will return for His church. If you 
haven’t studied Bible prophecy in depth, you may be surprised by the 

answer. 
The next prophetic event that will occur is the rapture of believers. There are 

no signs that need to be fulfilled before Christ comes to rapture His church. The 
Bible teaches that He may return at any moment. That is why we are warned 
in James 5:7-9:

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, 
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, and has long 
patience for it, until he receives the early and latter rain. Be also 
patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draws 
near. Murmur not one against another, brethren, lest you be judged: 
behold, the judge stands before the door. 

Because nothing more needs to happen before Christ returns for His church, 
James urged believers to live in a constant state of readiness.

Based on passages like this, Christ’s return is often spoken of as being “immi-
nent”—it is something that may happen at any time. This is different than 
being immediate. We are not told whether this will happen soon or if Christ will 
allow for more time to pass. All we know is that He may come at any moment. 

However, the Bible does present us with the signs that will precede Jesus’ 
second coming. Many of these appear to be taking shape today. Here are a few.

Nations are beginning to come together as foretold in Ezekiel 38–39. In 
this passage, Ezekiel prophesies about nations with the modern-day locations 
of Russia, along with many of the Islamic nations in the Middle East, forming 
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an alliance that will eventually come against Israel. Although it was once hard to 
imagine Russia aligning itself with these countries, we see this happening today 
as Iran and Russia are currently military allies in the conflicts in the Middle East. 

Another sign pertains to the preparations being made to rebuild the temple 
in Jerusalem. Passages such as Daniel 9 say there will be a Jewish temple dur-
ing the tribulation, at which sacrifices will be offered once again. We are told 
the Antichrist will cause these sacrifices to cease halfway through the tribula-
tion when he sets up the abomination of desolation there. 

There are also peace treaties coming into place as Israel and the Palestinians 
continue their fighting. The only time there will be peace in the Middle East 
will be at the start of the tribulation, when the Antichrist will confirm a treaty 
with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

We also see the world moving closer toward having a global currency (which 
the nations will have during the tribulation, when the Antichrist is in power).

When we look at Daniel’s vision of the major empires of the world in Dan-
iel 7, we see that we are currently living in what many people call “the gap of 
time”(see Daniel’s statue on page 22). Rome was the last ruling power of the 
world. There is no major kingdom ruling the world at this time. But there will 
be one more major world power, the final kingdom ruled by the Antichrist 
before Christ returns to Earth to set up His kingdom. We will study about these 
kingdoms in Question 4.

While we see the world stage being set for the tribulation and the second 
coming of Jesus Christ, there are no signs that have to happen before the rap-
ture because it is an imminent event—it could happen at any moment. This is 
why we should live our lives in readiness for His return. 
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QUESTION 2

Is the coronavirus in Bible prophecy?2

Our culture—and world—has experienced an unprecedented upheaval 
unseen in our generation. What began as a “growing concern” in the 
Wuhan province of China has expanded into the lockdown of entire 

cities, states, and even countries to stop the spread of the coronavirus. 
Does the Bible state anything that helps us to know how to respond to the 

coronavirus? Is this viral pandemic a sign that we are drawing closer to the end 
times? 

A close look at Scripture confirms that such problems are part of our imper-
fect, fallen world. In Matthew 24:6-8, Jesus taught, 

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not trou-
bled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And 
there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 
All these are the beginning of sorrows (nkjv).

Pestilences, including even the coronavirus, are not necessarily the end. Instead, 
this sickness is part of what we can expect during the “beginning of sorrows.” 
Jesus offers the following words of advice in times of trial. 

First, Jesus says, “No one knows the day or hour.” 
In Matthew 24:36-37, Jesus adds, “Of that day and hour no one knows, not 

even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of Noah were, 
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” (nkjv). Only God knows when 
the end will come. 

However, there is a parallel provided with the “days of Noah.” What were 
the days of Noah? In Genesis 6, we read of widespread immorality taking place 
among humanity. This evil grew to the point that God decided the time was 
right for judgment. The Lord saved Noah and his family, along with many 
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animals. However, everyone else was left unprepared and faced the judgment 
of the flood. They were destroyed when God’s judgment came upon the world. 

In a similar way, we are told Jesus will return at a time when many are unpre-
pared for His arrival. What is the application Jesus gives in response? 

Second, Jesus says, “Be ready.”
In Matthew 24:44, Jesus provides His application: “Therefore you also be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (nkjv). We 
will not receive a warning before Jesus comes. He has given us all the prepara-
tion we need in His Word already. 

Hundreds of prophecies speak of Christ’s yet-future coming and activities. 
Today, more people have access to Scripture than ever before—more than six 
billion people worldwide. Despite the growth in Scripture access and global 
evangelism, many remain unprepared, either without knowledge of Christ’s sal-
vation or as believers who are living without expectation of the Lord’s impend-
ing return. 

Hopefully, God is using the coronavirus pandemic to help people (both 
believers and nonbelievers) realize that our world can change in an instant. We 
should always be ready to meet the Lord.

The application to “Be ready” involves action. We may be told to wear a 
mask or practice social distancing due to a virus, but we are also called to pray 
and live with a passion for the Lord. Such events should lead us to our knees in 
prayer rather than behind doors in fear as we place our trust in Christ.
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QUESTION 3

Why does the Bible forbid the setting 
of dates for the Lord’s return?

In light of the biblical teaching that the return of the Lord is imminent, 
there is nothing that has to take place before the Lord returns—it is always 
hanging overhead and could happen at any moment. This rules out setting 

dates for the Lord’s return. 
Tragically, there have been some prophetic teachers who have set dates and 

said that the Lord will return on a particular month, day, or year. That is con-
trary to the Word of God. It is tragic that some sincere people feel compelled to 
set dates, because when that date comes and goes and the Lord has not returned, 
it causes the unsaved world to laugh at these Bible teachers, along with the 
whole concept that the Bible foretells the future. 

While the Bible doesn’t permit us to set dates, it clearly spells out many sig-
nificant things that will happen in the future, such as Matthew 24:7-8: “Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines 
and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains” 
(niv). As students of the Word of God, we are to be watching world events 
constantly and comparing them with what the Bible teaches. We are to try to 
discern—without violating the Word of God—when things in the world are 
moving in the direction that the Bible indicates they will move as the world 
comes closer and closer to end time events.

We, as Christians, should be looking at what is going on in the world from 
the perspective of the prophetic Word of God. That gives the believer a tool to 
gain insight into why things are happening the way they are and where things 
are headed for the future.
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QUESTION 4

What was Daniel’s vision of the future? 

The Old Testament prophet Daniel gives us the skeletal outline of all 
future Bible prophecy. In Daniel 7, God delivered a significant proph-
ecy in the form of a vision. 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream 
and visions of his head while on his bed. Then he wrote down the 
dream, telling the main facts. Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my 
vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring 
up the Great Sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, each 
different from the other. The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s 
wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted 
up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a 
man’s heart was given to it. 

“And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up 
on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And 
they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’ After this I looked, 
and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four 
wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was 
given to it. 

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, 
dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it 
was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with 
its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it 
had ten horns. I was considering the horns, and there was another 
horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of 
the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, 
were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous 
words” (verses 1-8 nkjv).
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This vision described four world empires that would rise and fall, and a final 
world empire that will be led by a powerful global leader. This prophecy also 
warned of an alignment of nations that will come against the nation of Israel 
in the last days. 

The first thing Daniel saw in his prophetic vision was a sea that was being 
whipped into a stormy condition by the winds of the heavens. Since this is a 
vision, the images are symbols, but symbols are very real things. When the sea 
is used symbolically in the Bible, it represents the nations of the world, partic-
ularly the Gentile nations. That is what it represents here—the Gentile nations 
in a state of chaos. God was portraying one Gentile nation or kingdom rising 
up against another in order to conquer and assimilate it. As Daniel was watch-
ing this vision, one at a time four different animals rose out of that storm-tossed 
sea. God was representing through each of these animals the nations that would 
affect the whole future course of Gentile world power, from Daniel’s day, when 
Babylon was the great world power, up to the second coming of the Messiah 
and then to Earth in the future.

The first wild animal that came out of the sea was a winged lion, which rep-
resented the ancient kingdom of Babylon, the great world power in Daniel’s 
day (verse 4). Winged lions were the national symbol of Babylon. Standing at 
the entrances of the royal palaces of the Babylonian kings in the capital city of 
Babylon were huge stone images of winged lions. So, the winged lion repre-
sents Babylon.

Then Daniel saw a second animal, a bear, rising out of the sea—a bear that 
was lopsided, with one side raised higher than the other (verse 5). The rise of this 
second animal was God’s way of indicating that Babylon would not remain the 
great world power forever but eventually would be conquered by a second great 
Gentile kingdom. We know from our historic vantage point that this second 
kingdom was Medo-Persia. This part of Daniel’s prophetic vision was fulfilled 
in 539 BC when the Medes and the Persians conquered Babylon and assimi-
lated it. Why would God represent Medo-Persia in the form of a bear? In that 
part of the world in ancient times, a full-grown bear was larger than a full-grown 
lion. The Medo-Persian kingdom ended up being much larger than the Bab- 
ylonian kingdom. It not only conquered Babylon, it also conquered two other 
great kingdoms: Lydia (located where Turkey is today) and Egypt.

This bear had three ribs between its teeth, representing the remains of three 
victims it had devoured: Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt—the three great Gentile 
kingdoms that Medo-Persia conquered. Why was this bear lopsided, with one 
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side raised up higher than the other? The Medo-Persian kingdom was a part-
nership kingdom, formed in 550 BC, when one ruler was able to bring together 
two national groups, the Medes and the Persians, to form one kingdom. After a 
while, the Persians became the dominating partner. They gained more control 
and authority than the Medes, and so God represented one side of the bear—
symbolizing Persia—raised up higher than the lower side of the bear, represent-
ing the Medes.

After the bear, Daniel saw a third beast rising out of the troubled sea (verse 
6). It took the form of a leopard with four wings and four heads. This was God’s 
way of indicating that the Medo-Persian kingdom would not last forever, but 
eventually would be conquered and assimilated by a third great Gentile king-
dom, represented by this leopard. From our vantage point today, we know that 
the third kingdom was Greece—initially under the leadership of Alexander the 
Great. This part of Daniel’s prophetic dream or vision was fulfilled by the year 
331 BC, because by then Alexander and his Greek-Macedonian army com-
pletely conquered the Medo-Persian kingdom.

Why would God represent this leopard with four heads? When Alexander 
the Great died at 32, while out on the field with his men conquering more ter-
ritory, there was no one in the Greek kingdom with the same charisma, admin-
istrative ability, and influence to replace him. No individual could hold the 
kingdom together as one unit, so the four leading generals of the Greek army 
subdivided Alexander’s kingdom into four divisions. Each of those generals 
took over one of those divisions to rule.

Finally, Daniel saw a fourth beast rise from the sea (verses 7-8). We have to 
call this a nondescript beast, because there was no animal alive that could accu-
rately represent this particular creature. This was God’s way of indicating that 
Greece would not remain the great Gentile power forever but would be con-
quered and assimilated by this fourth Gentile kingdom, represented by this 
nondescript beast. Today we know that fourth kingdom was Rome. This part 
of Daniel’s prophetic vision was fulfilled in 146 BC, because by that time Rome 
had conquered the Greeks.

The major emphasis of this fourth beast was its tremendous strength and 
overwhelming destructive power. That was certainly true of the ancient Roman 
Empire. It was able to conquer and bring under its dominion almost all of the 
ancient Mediterranean world and even some regions beyond the Mediterranean 
Sea. It was so powerful that the western half of that Roman Empire lasted for 
almost 1,000 years and did not fall until AD 476, when barbarian tribes overran 
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it. But the eastern half of the Roman Empire continued to exist for almost 
another 1,000 years, until it was finally destroyed in 1453 by Muslim forces.

Daniel was curious about this fourth beast with ten horns on its head: 

I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from 
all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron and his 
nails of brass, which devoured, broke in pieces, and stamped the res-
idue with his feet; and of the ten horns that were in his head (Dan-
iel 7:19-20). 

An angel interpreted this fourth beast and the ten horns: 

Thus he said, “The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon 
earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour 
the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 
And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise” 
(verses 23-24). 

The angel indicated that this fourth kingdom would pass through two 
phases: the first phase was the conquering phase (and that was certainly true 
of the ancient Roman Empire). But in the second phase, that kingdom would 
be characterized by ten divisions with ten equal rulers—basically, a confeder-
ation of divisions allied together for the purpose of strength and influence in 
the world, but not totally integrated. It would have ten equal rulers ruling over 
them at the same time.

The ancient Roman Empire never consisted of ten divisions with ten equal 
rulers ruling over it at the same time. So, scholars have concluded that this part 
of Daniel’s prophetic vision has not yet been fulfilled. Therefore, God was indi-
cating that sometime in the long-range future there would be a revived form 
of the Roman Empire that at first would consist of ten divisions with ten equal 
rulers.

Many scholars are convinced that this is the direction the European Union 
is heading, possibly fulfilling this phase of Daniel’s prophetic vision in the near 
future, constituting a revived Roman Empire that initially will have ten divi-
sions with ten equal rulers. The number of countries in the European Union 
fluctuates, but it has been indicated that national boundaries will be erased, 
and Europe will be reorganized into regions. So, the number ten in the book 
of Daniel could be referring to ten regions rather than ten nations: ten regions, 
confederated for the purpose of power and influence, but not totally integrated 
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with each other; ten regions with ten equal rulers governing that confederation. 
These are things we see right now, and it looks as if it won’t be long before this 
prophetic vision that God gave Daniel some 2,500 years ago will be fulfilled.

But as Daniel was considering the ten horns that appeared in this vision, he 
saw a further development: 

I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them 
another little horn [an eleventh horn], before whom there were 
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this 
horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great 
things (verse 8).

Daniel saw an eleventh horn appear among the other ten horns, pushing its 
way up through the head of the fourth beast and uprooting three of the origi-
nal ten horns. Since the original ten horns were interpreted by an angel as rep-
resenting ten kings or rulers, it is obvious this eleventh horn also represents a 
ruler who will rise to power from within this revived Roman Empire (possibly 
the European Union) that has been established and functioning for an undis-
closed period of time with ten equal rulers. And it indicates that as he rises to 
power, he will overthrow three of the original ten rulers and thereby gain con-
trolling authority over this revived Roman Empire.

We are told this little horn had eyes like the eyes of man. In the Bible, eyes 
are sometimes used symbolically to speak of intelligence. Eyes are related to 
perception, and thus understanding and insight. Spiritual blindness illustrates 
a lack of understanding, as stated in Isaiah 44:18: “They do not know, nor do 
they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes so that they cannot see, and 
their hearts so that they cannot comprehend” (nasb). The implication is this 
eleventh ruler will be a very intelligent man. Apparently, he will be noted in the 
world for his brilliance and ability to tackle difficult world problems and come 
up with plausible solutions for them, thereby gaining tremendous global influ-
ence. But we are also told that he has a “mouth speaking great things” (verse 8). 
That arrogance distinguishes him from the other rulers.

The interpreting angel told Daniel about this eleventh horn, “He shall be 
diverse [or different] from the first [ten rulers]” (verse 24). How will he be dif-
ferent? The first ten rulers will be content to be equal in authority with each 
other. But not this eleventh ruler. He will want to be the dominant ruler of the 
revived Roman Empire. That is why the angel said at the end of verse 24, “He 
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shall subdue three kings.” He will overthrow three of the ten and so gain con-
trolling power. 

Then we read what the angel said about the mouth “speaking great things”: 
“He shall speak great words against the Most High” (verse 25). In the book of 
Daniel, “the Most High” is a reference to the God of Israel, the true and living 
God who created and is Sovereign Lord over the entire universe. The Hebrew 
language literally says of this eleventh ruler that “he shall speak words at the side 
of the Most High.” In other words, he will consider himself to be on an equal 
level with the Most High, the implication being that once this ruler comes to 
full power, he will try to raise himself to the level of absolute deity. He will claim 
he is the true and living God.

In Daniel 11, this same man is further described: “He shall exalt himself and 
magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvelous things [literally 
monstrous things] against the God of gods” (verse 36). He is going to try to exalt 
and magnify himself above every god, even the true and living God.

In 2 Thessalonians 2, the apostle Paul calls this same man “the man of sin,” 
or literally, “the man of lawlessness.” Paul said, “The man of sin [will be] revealed, 
the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God 
or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing him-
self that he is God” (verses 3-4 nkjv). Paul indicates that when this man comes 
to full power, he is going to walk into the temple in Jerusalem and take control 
of it. And when he does, he will boldly claim that he is the God of this universe, 
providing us his true identity: the Antichrist.

The next thing the angel said the Antichrist will do is “wear out the saints 
of the Most High” (Daniel 7:25). There will be many people saved during the 
seven-year tribulation period in which this leader will rise to power. In Revela-
tion 7, John saw 144,000 Jewish men who will be saved (verse 4), plus “a great 
multitude” from every tongue, tribe, and nation (verse 9) who will be washed 
in the blood of the Lamb of God during the tribulation period (verse 14). When 
these tribulation saints refuse to acknowledge that the Antichrist is God, he will 
wage all-out war against them.

Coming back to Daniel 7:25, the angel told Daniel that this man would also 
change “times and laws.” Apparently, the Antichrist will try to change time peri-
ods and laws from the way God had established them in order to demonstrate 
the fact that he is deity. Times and laws “shall be given into his hand until a time, 
and times, and the dividing of time”—in other words, three-and-a-half years. 
But then God will take away the Antichrist’s power, and the greatest kingdom, 
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an everlasting kingdom, “shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High, whose Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey Him” (verses 26-27).

The prophecy of the four kingdoms is given in both Daniel 2 and Daniel 7. 
The first time was through King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the statue. The sec-
ond time was through Daniel’s vision of four beasts.
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QUESTION 5

When will the rapture take place?

There are three foundational passages in the New Testament that teach 
us about the rapture of the church.

The first is John 14:1-3. Jesus, the night before He went to the cross, 
gathered with His apostles in the upper room. At the end of John 13, Jesus had 
forewarned His disciples that He would leave them soon, which greatly dis-
turbed them. In order to calm their fears, He made a great promise to them: 

Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God; believe also in Me. 
In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto Myself, 
that where I am, there ye may be also.

Jesus was referring to the future, when He raptures the church from the 
Earth. We know He is referring to His coming to rapture the church instead of 
His second coming after the end of the great tribulation because He indicates 
that when He comes, He will receive the believers unto Himself. He is not going 
to come down to where we are, He is going to remove us from where we are to 
be where He is: “I will come again and receive you unto Myself.”

The purpose of this coming is “that where I am, there ye may be also.” Jesus 
was saying: “I’m coming to take you to be with Me where I am,” in the Father’s 
house. The fact that He ties this promise in with the concept that He is going 
to be preparing dwelling places for us in the Father’s house in heaven strongly 
implies that when He receives believers to Himself, He is going to take us back 
to live with Him in those dwelling places in the Father’s house in heaven. 

The second key passage is 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, where Paul said, “Behold, 
I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
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Paul was emphasizing the fact that there would be an entire generation of 
Christians who will never experience physical death because the Lord is going 
to come and remove us from the Earth while we are still alive. He is telling us 
not every Christian will die, but everyone will be changed.

Paul stressed that the change will involve a change in our body. Believers 
now have a mortal body, subject to disease, deformity, and death; but when this 
change takes place, we will receive an immortal body, which will never die again, 
nor be subject to disease and deformity (see 1 Corinthians 15:42-49). Along 
with immortality, our bodies will be glorified with our sinful nature removed. 
We will have spiritual bodies (meaning bodies characterized by the Holy Spirit—
this does not mean immaterial bodies). Our bodies will be like Jesus’: “We will 
bear the image of the heavenly man” (1 Corinthians 15:49). 

Paul also emphasized the extreme rapidity of this transformation. The 
change will take place faster than “the twinkling of an eye.” “The twinkling of 
an eye” meant the amount of time it takes for a ray of light to hit and bounce off 
the eye—quicker than the blinking of an eye. That is how quickly the change 
will occur. 

The third and most extensive passage on the rapture is found in 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:13-18: 

I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 
who are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so will God 
bring with Him those also who sleep in Jesus. For this we say unto 
you by the Word of the Lord: that we who are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who are asleep. For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God; and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first; then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so shall we ever be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.

Jesus indicated the day is coming when He will come out of heaven and 
bring with Him the souls of those Christians who have already died. When 
they died, their souls were separated from their bodies; their bodies were bur-
ied in the ground; and their souls were ushered immediately into the presence 
of God in heaven. Paul said for the Christian “to be absent from the body [is] to 
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be present with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). These souls stay in heaven until 
Christ comes to rapture the church. Then He will bring their souls with Him 
out of heaven down toward the Earth.

We are told that Jesus will come with the blast of a trumpet, “the trumpet 
of God,” with “the voice of the archangel.” Apparently, a great archangel will 
accompany Him as an escort from the Father’s house in heaven. When that hap-
pens, the bodies of the Christians who have died will be resurrected from the 
dead. Their descending souls that are coming down from heaven with Christ 
will be reunited with their newly resurrected bodies.

Then Paul said that those Christians who are still alive on the Earth when 
the rapture takes place, together with the resurrected Christians, will be caught 
up from the Earth to meet the Lord Jesus in the air.

The whole concept of being snatched up or caught up from the Earth is 
where the concept of the rapture comes from. The English word rapture is 
derived from a Latin verb that means to be snatched or caught up. So, the bride 
of Christ, the church—including both the resurrected believers and those who 
are alive on Earth at the time of the rapture—will be caught up from the Earth 

“together… to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).
These verses tell us that in this coming of the Lord, He stops in the air above 

the Earth. He doesn’t come the whole way down to the surface of the Earth. As 
He descends from heaven, He stops in the air above the Earth and waits there 
as His believers are caught up to meet Him in the air. Paul concluded with 
these words: “And so shall we ever be with the Lord” (verse 17). This is signif-
icant because it means once we are raptured to meet Christ in the air, we will 
never be separated from Him again. Wherever Jesus goes from then on, we will 
go with Him. 

To put it all together: Christ ascended to the Father’s house in heaven on the 
day of His ascension (Acts 2). He has been away from us here on the Earth ever 
since then, in the Father’s house. But according to John 14, while He has been 
away, He has been busily engaged preparing living accommodations or man-
sions to which He can bring His bride, the church. At the appropriate time, He 
will come out of the Father’s house in heaven. Then Jesus will

•	 bring with Him the souls of those church saints who have already 
died. 

•	 descend toward the Earth, but not the whole way down. 
•	 stop in the air, then resurrect and glorify the bodies of the 
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Christians who have died, reuniting the returning souls with those 
resurrected bodies.

•	 transform the bodies of the living Christians into a resurrection-
type or immortal-type body. 

Then, together, those resurrected Christians and living transformed Chris-
tians will be caught up from the Earth to meet the Lord in the air. That is what 
we call the rapture.
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QUESTION 6

What is a mystery?

The word mystery in the Bible refers to new revelation that has been given 
for the first time. It is the Greek word mysterion, which means “some-
thing not previously known.” A mystery is a whole new revelation from 

God—first to the apostle Paul, who then passed it on to the believers whom he 
was addressing. He was saying something new in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53:

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trum-
pet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality (nkjv). 

The mystery wasn’t about resurrection from the dead, because the Old Tes-
tament indicated that people would be resurrected from the dead. Daniel 12:2 
is an example of this. And when God told Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac, 
Abraham believed God would resurrect him from the dead: “Abraham rea-
soned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he 
did receive Isaac back from death” (Hebrews 11:19 niv). So, resurrection was 
not the mystery Paul was talking about.

We see in this passage the new thing that is being revealed here is the fact 
that not all Christians will die. Look at how Paul defines the mystery: “I tell you 
a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed” (1 Corinthians 
15:51 nkjv). There is going to be a time when Christians who are alive on the 
Earth will escape death all together, an event the Bible describes what we call 
the rapture of the church. Not all Christians are going to experience death, but 
all Christians, dead or alive, will be changed. They will be transformed from a 
mortal body, which can suffer, decay, and die, to a glorified one that will never 
die again.

The implication is that those who have already died will be resurrected from 
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the dead with an immortal body—one that will never experience death again. 
And the bodies of Christians who are alive when this event takes place will be 
changed instantaneously from a mortal body, subject to death, to a body that 
will never die. So that is the new truth (mystery) that Paul was delivering.
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