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your example of faith within the battle. 



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

Fighting Your Battles was a team effort from start to finish. I’d like 
to thank the following teammates who played key roles in helping 
me get this book across the goal line:

My wife, Kanika, who fights alongside me every day.
Our kids—Kelsey, Jonathan II, Kamden, Kylar, and Jade—who 

constantly remind me of God’s love and purposes for me as one of 
His children.

The entire Evans family, including Dad and Mom, my sisters 
Chrystal and Priscilla, and my brother, Anthony. Even now, my 
inspiration comes from each of you. With your whole lives, you’ve 
taught me how to remain steadfast in every battle that God calls us 
to. Thank you for your commitment to Him and to me.

The entire Harvest House team, who are great partners and 
devoted co‑laborers in God’s kingdom. A special thanks to Bob 
Hawkins for his leadership, his friendship, and his belief in me as 
a preacher and author; Steve Miller, who had a real vision for this 
book and who, despite a very busy schedule of his own, was always 
available to offer wise editorial insight; and Kim Moore, who guided 
the manuscript through the design and production process.

Kris Bearss, who poured her heart and gifts into helping me 
develop and shape my spoken messages for a wider audience.

And last but definitely not least, my niece Kariss and her hus‑
band, Joshua Farris, for creating visual content for this book that 
will help inspire God’s people to victory.



CONTENTS

Every Christian’s Playbook for for Victory . . . . . . . . . . .  7

 CHAPTER 1 :  Facing Giants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13

 CHAPTER 2 :  Th irsty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31

 CHAPTER 3 :  Fighting God’s Way . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   45

 CHAPTER 4 :  Keep It Close . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67

 CHAPTER 5 :  Higher Th an You Th ink . . . . . . . . . . . .  87

 CHAPTER 6 :  Close to the Fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  107

 CHAPTER 7 :  More Th an a Believer  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127

 CHAPTER 8 :  From Safe to Faith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   143

 CHAPTER 9 :  Building for the Forecast  . . . . . . . . . . .  155

 CHAPTER 10 :  Step Back  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171

 CHAPTER 11 :  Raise Your Javelin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  187

 CHAPTER 12 :  From Test to Testimony  . . . . . . . . . . . .  199





7

EVERY CHRISTIAN’S 
PLAYBOOK FOR VICTORY 





9

Everybody has some kind of battle. Everybody. My dad, pastor 
Tony Evans, has often told me, “You’re either in a battle, on your 

way to a battle, or you just came out of one.” 
Th at’s how life is. Trials and tribulations are headed your direc‑

tion if they haven’t shown up already. And like the mail you get in 
your box marked “Occupant,” trouble doesn’t care who lives where 
you live. But it has your address.

I’ve been going through some things recently for my own trans‑
formation. One of the hardest has been losing seven close family 
members to sudden death or long‑term disease in less than two 
years, including my mom. I watched how bravely she fought can‑
cer, how her faith sustained her and God strengthened her even as 
her body grew weaker. I’ve also seen what God has done to uphold 
me and my family in all of it. 

Battles like these have really challenged me to think about what 
it means to fi ght God’s way—relying on His power rather than my 
own. With this book, I want to process with you what I’ve been 
learning about the battles we all face. Th ere are lessons that become 
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clear only through trials and troubles. Those lessons gear us up to 
handle the hard times better, fight the good fight, and persevere 
toward the purpose God calls us to. 

Already I can see that certain things are foundational.
Your victory starts with the battle. You might be saying, “I’m in 

this mess right now,” but don’t forget: the mess is the precursor to 
your miracle. Everybody who loves and serves God is going to go 
from test to testimony. That’s the way of faith. First comes the bat‑
tle, then the victory. The test strengthens your faith in Him; the vic‑
tory solidifies your story with Him.

Battles are necessary in order to gain ground. In Bible times, tribes 
and nations often fought over acreage: they were either trying to add 
new land or defend their land from being taken away. We rarely go 
to war over physical property lines anymore, but spiritually we do. 
Emotionally we do. Relationally we do. In our lives and jobs and 
families and ministries, we are battling to protect and to progress 
what God has reserved for us. 

God has new ground for you to gain, but it never comes easy. 
Battles must be fought. The land, the promises, and the experiences 
that are meant to be a part of your purpose only come as you stand 
and fight. 

God is not wasteful. A common question in the heat of the strug‑
gle is why. Why am I going through this? Or Why is this person I love 
having to go through this?

“This” could be any hardship: illness, foreclosure, divorce, abuse, 
rejection, loneliness, depression, loss. God won’t leave you empty, 
and He won’t leave you behind. Those experiences are what He is 
using to build a future that will fulfill you and move His kingdom 
forward. 

Knowing that He doesn’t waste anything can help bring you 
through the valleys, as it’s doing for me and my family. 
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God doesn’t waste the things that overwhelm you. 
He doesn’t waste the things that beat you up. 
He doesn’t waste the trials that test you. 
Is your pit extra deep right now? Has God allowed great misery 

to come to you? Then have hope: He intends great ministry through 
you. The depth of that hole often represents the height that God 
plans to take you. 

We will get a deeper look at these truths and many others in this 
book. But every story I’ll share here, and every Scripture we will 
study, has one main message: Depend on God. All your battles belong 
to Him. He says so in 2 Chronicles 20:15: “Do not fear or be dis‑
mayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours 
but God’s.” 

You and I are going to face enemies beyond what we can endure. 
Battles beyond what we can bear. Questions beyond what we can 
answer. All that opposition helps us recognize our need for the only 
One who can overcome on our behalf. 

Whatever war you’re in, brother…whatever struggle you’re fac‑
ing, sister…depend on God, who fights for you. He is able to do 
greater things in you and through you than you think are possible, 
because every battle of yours is actually His.
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C H A P T E R  1

FACING GIANTS
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My wife, Kanika, and I put our son Jonathan II (we call him J2) 
in real football—tackle football—when he was eight. One rea‑

son I wanted to do that is because, at that age, the players are like 
cotton balls hitting each other, you know? I mean, eight‑year‑olds 
have on pads but they aren’t tackling. Th ey’re basically hugging each 
other and trying to wrestle each other down. Th at’s how they get 
used to the game. 

I didn’t want to wait until J2 was twelve to put him in real foot‑
ball because boys bring in a little more thunder then, and he prob‑
ably would’ve walked away from the game. Still, even at eight years 
old, he was smart. He’s a thinker. So when we got to the fi eld where 
they were about to have their fi rst game, J2 ran up there to check it 
all out. As soon as he got a look at the players on the other team, he 
said, “Dad, there are some big guys out here! Th ey’re bigger than me.” 

And the dad in me rose up. Anyone who knows me knows it 
wasn’t “compassionate dad” eyeballing my son in that moment. It 
was “competitive dad,” the one who played D1 and NFL football. 
“So what?” I said.
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“No, Dad. Look…” J2 pointed to a couple of opposing players 
doing warm‑ups. “Look how that kid catches the ball.” Then his eyes 
bugged. “Look at how fast that other kid is!” 

So, here was my son, standing on the sidelines analyzing his 
opponents before his very first game. I mean, he hadn’t put his pads 
on, hadn’t done any warmups, but already he was worried about the 
competition. The problem is, while he was busy analyzing his giants, 
he forgot himself. He forgot that he can catch anything thrown his 
way. That he’s a natural athlete. That he is tall and rangy. And most 
of all, the dude has wheels! 

I had to put that in front of his face—show him who he is—so 
he could remember and be ready for the game.

I’m using that analogy so you can think about your own life. 
When you’re looking at a challenge in front of you, how do you see 
it? When life comes at you with some kind of giant, is your perspec‑
tive based on your challenge or your calling? Do you perceive it as 
opposition or opportunity? Do you live your life based on the size 
of your problems or the size of your purpose?

Your calling is the full expression of the unique traits, gifts, 
and skills that God has embedded in you, including your passions 
and experiences. Every time you obediently bring all of who you 
are into the opportunities God gives you and the opposition the 
enemy throws at you, then you’re operating in your calling. It’s 
always for His glory and His game plan though, so that His king‑
dom keeps gaining ground. It’s never simply for your advancement. 
Your advancement is just a secondary benefit of God’s kingdom 
advancing.

Drafted!
In the Bible, I like David because he remembered who he was 

while facing all kinds of opponents. Everybody knows him as the 
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underdog who took on an actual giant and won, but David could 
tell you a lot about overcoming family struggle too. He dealt with 
opposition at home, not just on the battlefield. 

For starters, David was the youngest son in a big family. He 
was also the shortest dude among them—a “mini me” compared 
to his brothers. Between his youth and his size, nobody in his life 
took him seriously. Not even his own dad, Jesse. In fact, when the 
prophet Samuel showed up in Bethlehem to anoint the future king 
of Israel among Jesse’s sons, the old man introduced Samuel to  
all his boys except David. They looked the part, tall and intimidat‑
ing, just like Israel’s current king, Saul. But we’re told in 1 Samuel 
16:14 that God’s Spirit left Saul due to his disobedience. In other 
words, God had His eye out for different qualifications for Saul’s 
successor. 

The Lord wasn’t thinking, If My guy is at least 6'3", he’ll be a real 
contender for the position. No. God’s focus was on traits like heart, 
humility, and faith. So once Samuel got to the end of the line and 
the Lord still hadn’t said, “This is the one,” the prophet asked, “Is 
there anybody else?”

What Jesse said was, “Well, yeah, I have one more son. My 
youngest. He’s out in the pasture watching sheep…” However, I’m 
pretty sure David’s dad was wanting to say, “But he’s not your guy. 
He’s only fifteen. He’s no taller than a fence post. And he writes 
poems and music out there under the stars. Not what I’d consider a 
good prospect for king.”

If David’s own father disqualified him, why wouldn’t everybody 
disqualify him? If David’s own father didn’t think his youngest son 
had a chance of being picked to replace King Saul, who would? Yet 
the Lord told Samuel, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he” (16:12).

With your choosing comes your calling. The God who chose 
David for His team is the God who chooses you. The difference is, 
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once you’re on the Lord’s team, you don’t just remain a player in His 
eyes. You become family. To paraphrase Ephesians 1, “You’re cho‑
sen. You’re blessed. You’re adopted. You’re redeemed” (verses 3‑7). 

With your choosing will also come your challenges, and those 
challenges are the stage on which to display what you’ve been chosen 
to do—win! You are called to overcome anything and anyone who 
stands against you. Your last name becomes Victory, not Victim.

In order for you to remember and be ready for your battles, God 
puts verses like these in front of you—to show you who you are:

• 1 John 5:4, “For whoever has been born of God over‑
comes the world.”

• John 16:33, [Jesus said,] “In the world you have tribula‑
tion, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

• Romans 8:37, “We overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us.” 

• Romans 8:30, “These whom [God] predestined, He also 
called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and 
these whom He justified, He also glorified.”

What we see in David here in 1 Samuel 16, just after he’s been 
called, can also be seen throughout his life if you read his entire 
story: from our calling comes our confidence. The calling is key because 
who you are overrides whoever you’re up against. You might be up 
against someone who claimed to be your friend but isn’t acting like 
it. You might be up against a hostile boss, a hater on social media, 
an unethical business competitor, or even your own family. Who‑
ever is standing against you, God is backing you. He has picked 
you. And now, as one of His chosen ones, you have access to all the 
team’s resources: the coaching, the support, the camaraderie—and 
the winningest Playbook in the universe, the Word of God. Even 
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more so, you have inherited every bit of power and authority that 
comes with the family name. But it also means you’re expected to 
live like it.

That’s a lot of pressure if you’re trying to do it on your own.
Thankfully, we don’t have to go it alone. The ones He calls are the 

ones He equips. The ones He calls are the ones He readies: “Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 
[David’s] brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David 
from that day forward” (1 Samuel 16:13 esv).

The Spirit of the Lord was on him. From that day forward. That’s 
the difference in any Christian’s life. 

Nobody took David seriously except for God. But right there 
was David’s advantage. He may have been short on inches, but 
David’s faith towered above everybody else’s because the Spirit of the 
Lord was on him. He was sure of the Source of his strength. He knew 
the Spirit’s supply would never fail. All of this gave him a courage 
like no one else. “From where does my help come?” he would write 
later. “My help comes from the Lord” (Psalm 121:1‑2).

His Power, His Presence
Fast forward a few years. David has been splitting his time 

between tending his father’s flocks and serving in Saul’s court as his 
lead musician. One day, Jesse asks David to take food supplies to his 
three oldest brothers, who were all serving in Saul’s army against the 
Philistines. David reaches the Israelite camp just as the two armies 
are drawing up for another day of battle on opposite sides of the Val‑
ley of Elah. That’s when the show starts. 

The Philistines’ nine‑foot killing machine, Goliath, comes out 
of his tent and shouts across the valley, daring anyone from Israel to 
fight him. He’s been doing this for forty days straight, his deep voice 
echoing off those hills. He doesn’t just strut around either. He’s all 
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armored up in bronze for a little extra intimidation factor, with an 
armor bearer by his side carrying Goliath’s massive spear. 

I had never really thought this through before, but that armor 
bearer held Goliath’s spear until he needed it. That told me, not only 
is this problem big, but this problem likes to show off. The giant 
was showing off. And the guys on the frontlines believed the act. 
They turned and ran for cover, every single time. Game over before 
it’s begun. 

Of course this made Goliath even cockier. Like any bully, he kept 
amping things up, cursing God and mocking the army of God’s 
people…on and on and on. 

It wasn’t just Saul’s men, though. Not even Saul himself was will‑
ing to take on the Philistine champion of war. You know what the 
ruler of Israel said? The same thing my son said when he got a look 
at some of the other team’s players: “Whoa! Do you see that guy? 
See how big he is? He can’t lose!”

Every time we as God’s people back down, the giant grows big‑
ger in our eyes. And as our problem grows bigger, the God we serve 
seems smaller and smaller. 

That’s why courage needs a calling, so that we don’t forget. So 
that we stop ourselves and say, “Hey, wait a minute! I’m a warrior 
in the army of the living God—and a member of the ruling fam‑
ily!” God’s calling on us means His power is in us anytime we face a 
giant. God’s calling on us means His power goes with us into every 
battle. And where His power is, His presence is. 

But we have to remember. David remembered. As soon as he 
heard Goliath’s words, he was mad. Fighting mad. “Let me at him!”

His brothers rolled their eyes. Little bro, tryin’ to be a big man 
and prove himself. What those boys didn’t understand is that David 
wasn’t out to prove what he could do. He was out to prove what 
God could do. 
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The monstrous call that God has placed on you means that God 
has giants to defeat through you. So when you break huddle and 
head into the game, you’d better break huddle concerned about the 
call way more than the problem, understanding that the reason you 
have a problem—the reason you’re facing a giant—is because you 
have a call. 

The bigger your problem, the bigger your call.
I remember the first time my siblings and I heard about my 

mom’s diagnosis. The doctors knew there was nothing else they 
could do to save her life; they just didn’t know how long she would 
live. It could be three months to six months. It could be a year to a 
year and a half. But it wouldn’t be long. Looking at the test results, 
their timelines differed, but they all agreed, “You’re going to lose, 
Mrs. Evans.” 

When Mom saw our reactions, she went straight to “Whoa, this 
is spiritual warfare. We’ve got to remember what we’re up against.” 
She was fully aware that the real battle wasn’t going to be the phys‑
ical one. Tough as that might be, she was being called to a fight of 
faith, and she reminded my dad and each of us kids of this.

That’s the kind of people we need to be around—people with 
hearts that listen to God instead of what the doctors say or what 
our enemy looks like. We can’t let the giant’s shouts or threats make 
us run from our calling. That was my mom’s charge to us as a fam‑
ily: Don’t stare at the giant so much that you tuck tail and run 
from what God has called you to. Champions hold their ground 
and fight.

Let me ask you again: As you’re surveying the field of your life, 
what’s your perspective from where you’re standing? Is your per‑
spective based on your problem or your calling? On your struggle 
or your supply? Are you seeing the size of your opponent, or the size 
of your opportunity with God’s Spirit in you? 
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A Position Change
In a good way, David’s perspective throughout his life was just 

crazy. His attitude was, “I see what you’re seeing, but I don’t see it 
like you see it!” His dad and his brothers doubted him, Saul would 
doubt him, and Goliath would doubt him. It didn’t matter. David’s 
faith was in God. He was counting on the One who called him. 

If you see only the obstacle in front of you, you’ll let the obstacle 
overtake you. You’ll be a complainer, not a victor. A doubter, not a 
warrior. David remembered both his calling and his covering. His 
story is about a change in position as well as perspective. 

With every giant, our approach changes as our position changes. 
As we become more sure of who we are in Christ, we see more and 
more who our giant isn’t. This is what caused David to say, “Who is 
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he has dared to defy the armies of 
the living God?” (1 Samuel 17:26). David was covered under God’s 
covenant with Israel.

As a baby, my youngest niece, Kariss, was scared of the family 
dog, Solomon. To her the dog was a beast, you know? Never mind 
that Solomon was a poodle.

Solomon was a poodle in every way—nothing ferocious about 
him. But because Kariss was little, she’d go wild and scream, “Poppy! 
Poppy! Pick me up!” as soon as the dog came her way. 

One day, my dad picked her up with Solomon still barking. My 
niece looked at the dog…and looked back at Poppy. She looked at 
the dog…looked at Poppy…looked at the dog, and all of a sudden 
you could see the light go on. She busted out giggling, “Na nah, na 
nah, na nah!” at Solomon.

Her whole approach changed. You know why? Because her posi‑
tion changed. She realized the significance of her grandfather’s arms. 
Being in the arms of her Poppy changed how she looked at her 
problem. 
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The problem was still there—the dog didn’t stop barking, and 
Goliath didn’t stop taunting either. But Kariss and David were cov‑
ered. They were safe.

The problem isn’t the problem. But in order to not be controlled 
by your problem, you have to have a perspective that comes from a 
certain position. David had this confidence: I’m a child of God. My 
head has been anointed with oil. His Spirit is on me. I have a covenant 
with God, and my people have a covenant with God. 

At the same time, he was seeing that the armor, the armor bearer, 
the big weapons—none of that stuff could protect Goliath. To 
David, the fact that his challenger was not circumcised meant a 
whole lot more than everything else people were looking at. He’s not 
under the covenant. 

That’s what circumcision represented to the people of Israel: 
being in covenant with God. That’s where all those New Testament 
Scriptures of being an overcomer—a justified, glorified, chosen, and 
redeemed child of God—come in. It all has to do with your cove‑
nant with God and His covenant with you. Once you’ve dedicated 
yourself to the Lord, you are covered by His dedication to you. 

Goliath was not in covenant with God. Neither were his people. 
They did not have the promises of the Lord. So Goliath was vulner‑
able in ways he didn’t realize. David’s covering, on the other hand, 
was impenetrable. He was completely safe.

So are you, child of God. Your problem is hovering over you. It’s 
a big storm cloud. The lightning is striking, the thunder is rolling, 
and you’re in a downpour. What’s your approach, your response? 
Are you thinking about the problem or your position? If you’re busy 
thinking about the storm and what it’s whipping at you, then the 
problem is controlling your entire approach. You’ll be drowning in 
the problem. 

My family and I could have drowned as Mom got sicker. The 
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rain came hard and fast. Yet God lets every one of His sons and 
daughters know that, based on Jesus’ work and God’s anointing in 
your life, you are in position to come through any storm and over‑
power any giant. It may be raining, but pop open the umbrella of 
God’s covenant and understand that, even though there’s a storm, 
you’re covered.

Go with God
Contrast David’s approach with Saul’s. Saul was the king of 

God’s covenant people, and he knew the Philistines were uncir‑
cumcised. Still, Saul was worried. Not only was David small for his 
age, but he was too young for battle. (In ancient Israel, you had to be 
twenty to enlist.) The king actually told David, “You are not able to 
go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth, 
and he has been a man of war from his youth” (17:33 esv). 

Goliath was ranked number one in the world. He’d been fighting 
wars since before David was born. So Saul was right, David couldn’t 
win. But the kid knew how to get the win: “The Lord…will deliver 
me from the hand of this Philistine,” he told Saul (verse 37 esv). 

In other words, God is able. We are not. 
David had gotten the memo. 
Next, Saul offered David his own armor. Basically, he tried to 

make David bigger. Isn’t that our go‑to as we size up the giants 
from the sidelines? Isn’t that how we prepare for battle in our own 
strength? We try to make ourselves (or our guy) seem bigger. We 
think, If I just had more money, more influence, more followers and 
views and members, more, more, more, maybe then I’ll have a better 
chance of victory. Saul obviously thought the same way we do. 

Saul loaded David up, even handing over his brass helmet and 
his sword. The shepherd‑singer must have looked like a three‑year‑
old trying to put on an NFL uniform. No way could he fight in that! 
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Instead, David opted to go to battle in the greatness of the One who 
called him. He decided he would rely on that to defeat Goliath.

Grabbing his slingshot, David picked up a few small stones and 
headed toward the Philistine camp. The kid who couldn’t carry a 
warrior’s weights—he would be the one to face the giant. The rookie 
with faith like a rock—he would take the field with the confidence 
of Super Bowl champion Tom Brady.

How could he? He remembered his calling. I’m more than a con-
queror. He remembered his covering. I can imagine David telling 
himself, “If God says this is who I am, and He’s got my back, then 
how can I not take on this giant He has called me to fight?”

It didn’t matter who or what he was up against. David was set. 
He would go with God, and God would go with him. 

Remember Your Testimony
Not only do we need to keep our call in front of us and our cov‑

ering over us, but we can’t forget our testimony. Our testimony is 
what God did for us and through us in the past. What we saw God 
do yesterday produces boldness for today.

David was full of confidence for this exact reason: He’d seen the 
Lord’s track record throughout his life. 

What was David’s job before he became Israel’s king? Tending 
sheep. What’s the job of a shepherd? He has to lead the sheep. Pro‑
tect them. Provide for them. And yes, clean up their messes. So 
when Saul told him, “You can’t fight Goliath; you’re just a kid,” 
David referred to his past job as a keeper of his father’s sheep: “The 
Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw 
of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine” (verse 
37 esv).

David had no doubt that the One who had called him to the bat‑
tle would fight for him in the midst of it. David had no doubt that 
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the One who had shown up for him every time in the past was going 
to be in the battle with him now. 

In your battle today, you can’t forget what God has already 
brought you through. 

When it was time for David to go up against Goliath, 1 Samuel 
17:48 says, “David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the 
Philistine.” He ran toward the battle because, even though this chal‑
lenger was bigger than the lion and the bear, David’s God was the 
Almighty, the Lord of heaven and earth, the faithful Deliverer who 
never fails. The Lord would do again what the Lord has always done.

Listen, the challenge in front of you is the stairway to your pro‑
motion. Don’t let whatever is standing in your way force you to miss 
the next level. 

God often likes to promote us in the challenge before He pro‑
motes us in the calling. In other words, there’s a job interview before 
you get the job. It’s as if He’s saying, “I have to know if you’re going 
to remain faithful. If you’re going to continue to trust Me by faith, 
not by sight, with the beast that is staring you down right now.” 

At the beginning of J2’s football season the following year, his 
team was going up against the same opponent. So I showed him his 
game from the previous year to help him remember, You’re being pro-
moted today. My point was: The reason you see a bigger challenge, 
son? The reason the opponent looks bigger now than before? It’s 
because you have a bigger call. 

If you think about that in your own life—if you think about who 
God says you are and the things you’ve already been able to accom‑
plish because of His work through you—then you realize, Okay! Let 
me pass this test so I can reach the next level that God is calling me to. 

At the Frontlines
Just because you recognize your calling doesn’t mean the giant 
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goes away. It just means that you recognize, My calling is bigger than 
my giant. 

When David showed up at the valley carrying only a slingshot, 
Goliath took one look and laughed. That’s what the old pros do. 
First Samuel 17:42 (niv) says the veteran of war felt disdain, for 
David was “little more than a boy.” A boy with no spear, no armor, 
nothing. Obviously a rookie. 

What happens to rookies? They get put in their place. They 
get initiated. So Goliath starts talking trash and throwing shade at 
David and everyone he represents. 

David didn’t blink. He knew whose jersey he was wearing. “You 
come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin,” he 
said, “but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord 
will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut 
off your head.”

God’s warrior wasn’t done. “I will give the dead bodies of the 
host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild 
beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God 
in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the Lord saves 
not with sword and spear. For the battle is the Lord’s, and he will 
give you into our hand” (verses 45‑47 esv).

Again and again right here he says, “The Lord will do it. The 
Lord. The Lord. It’s not up to me.” Anytime you see something 
repeated in a Scripture passage, pay attention. It’s important. It 
means, This is for real! Something big is happening.

We all know what happens next. Goliath steps toward David, 
David runs at Goliath, slings one stone—and down the giant goes. 
Verse 49 says, “The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his 
face to the ground.”

You see that? Goliath fell on his face. 
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To the ground. 
Dead.
In verse 50, we’re reminded, “David prevailed over the Philistine 

with a sling and with a stone…There was no sword in the hand of 
David.” God’s power, not manpower.

What David saw as he analyzed his opponent is what we have 
to see: the size of our giant doesn’t compare to the size of our God. 
That’s the game‑changer. If the Spirit of the Lord is with us, then He 
is on us, in us, over us, behind us, and before us. That means we take 
God’s power and presence onto the field as we fight. 

Think about your own life and the giant you’re up against. How 
are you seeing it? 

Whichever giant you’re staring at right now, you’re going to find 
the courage to face it in remembering. In remembering your call‑
ing, your covering, and your testimony. As I’ve said, remembering 
God doesn’t remove the giant. It just means you recognize that the 
God who goes with you is bigger than the giant who opposes you.

His Battle
“The battle is the Lord’s.” Those were David’s words (verse 47), 

but they have to be our battle cry too. Every battle we will ever face 
belongs to God. 

In those times when the battle really beats you up and you get 
overwhelmed, it’s usually for one of two reasons: Either you’re run‑
ning into the fight on your own power or you’ve tried to own what 
isn’t yours. 

Running toward the giant without God’s power is going to get 
you crushed. By yourself, you simply don’t possess what’s necessary 
in order to overcome. I don’t; David didn’t; my family didn’t. With 
God, however, every one of us possesses what’s necessary. We must 
enter the battle in His power.
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The second reason we can end up overwhelmed is because we’ve 
taken the ownership role instead of the stewardship role. You and I 
are supposed to be stewards of the battle, not owners of the battle. 
So recognize who really owns it. This is one of those statements that 
takes the monkey off people’s backs. The One who owns it is Lord 
over it. The Owner has the power. He can defeat anyone or anything 
that comes against Him or His people. 

No matter what others think, the battle is the Lord’s. No mat‑
ter what the giant says about you, no matter how your family or 
your boss might doubt you, you cannot lose if the fight is His. You 
might look like a flea compared to the giant you’re up against, but 
looks don’t win. 

The God of heaven and earth is with you. The Warrior of all the 
ages fights for you. The battle is the Lord’s. 

Your victory is sure.
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