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My sincere thanks to those who have contributed 
their wit and wisdom to these pages.
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Introduction

z

The well-known statement “The buck stops here” has been 
around a long time. Popularized by President Harry Tru-

man, it was a reference to the passing of a dealer marker in a 
game of poker. 

If President Theodore Roosevelt had been the originator of 
the phrase, it might have quite a different meaning for one sim-
ple reason—he was an avid and skilled hunter who had stopped 
many bucks of the fur-covered kind in his day. Why do I think 
this is possible? Because I, too, am a huge fan of hunting, and 
the word buck doesn’t conjure up the image of a marker or dol-
lar in my head. I see whitetail deer and other antlered creatures. 

Because of the likelihood that most other hunters react as I 
do when they hear “The buck stops here,” it seemed like a good 
idea to enlist the attention-getting phrase as a title for this book. 
With my fellow fans of the fair chase in mind, I have filled the 
pages with…
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• timeless quips and quotes about hunting that have 
been shared among those who enjoy the challenge 
of the pursuit. Some are humorous, some are serious, 
but all are included because they are memorable. 
Entries that are not my own are credited. 

• hunting tips that can help make a trip to the woods 
and fields more successful.

• character-building insights that have been gleaned 
from experiences in the outdoors and can be applied 
to everyday life.

• short stories related to hunting that reveal why 
we love to do what we do and how engaging in 
our passion for the hunt serves to strengthen our 
relationships with family and friends. 

And, because a lot of hunters opt to enjoy the outdoors by 
fishing during the off-season, there are some angling additions 
to the mix.

Two things to note about the format of this book:

1. The quips, quotes, tips, and stories do not appear in 
any particular order. 

2. The majority of the entries are intentionally brief 
for a couple of reasons. I know the importance of 
lifting the eyes often to check the surroundings for 
approaching or passing critters. Short paragraphs 
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that require less time for the eyes to be down can 
make for more efficient hunting. And many of us 
prefer bumper-sticker-length readings anyway. 

Each page of this book is purposely drenched with hunt-
speak to bring a smile to a hunter’s face, offer some wisdom, and 
provide the reader with an “aha” moment (or at the very least 
inspire another trip to the woods). Get ready and whisper, “The 
buck stops here!”
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THE BUCK STOPS HERE

When I go hunting and come home empty-handed, I’m 
never disappointed. I just smile and say, “I had a great 

time, and I don’t have to clean it.”

z

/ Deer Tip \

If there is a noticeable aroma generated by an agricultural indus-
try (such as a pulp mill or dark-fired tobacco barns) in an area 

where deer are hunted, consider hanging up your camo outside 
to soak up the odor. Because the resident herd is very familiar 
with the smell and not as likely to be repelled by it, this “ambient 
odor tactic” could be useful in defeating the highly skilled olfac-
tory system that a deer possesses.

z
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SAY WHAT?

Hunters are often a misunderstood community of people, 
but it’s no wonder, considering the strange meanings we’ve 

given to certain words and phrases.

• Duck blind: what we call a place where we can hide 
but still see the incoming birds. 

• Deer stand: what we call a place where we sit—
sometimes for hours. 

• Stalk : a word in agriculture that refers to a 
motionless, standing plant. For hunters, this is a 
word we use for moving stealthily toward an animal 
we’re pursuing.

• Big game: a major sporting event such as the Super 
Bowl, or an animal that’s larger than small game.

• Harvest: the gathering of crops, or the hard reality of 
killing an animal.

• Drive : what is done with vehicles or what’s inside 
computers. For hunters, it’s what we do to push deer 
to a waiting buddy. 

• Rest: For most of the world, this means sleeping. For 
hunters, it’s a device on the riser of our bow that we 
put an arrow on before coming to full draw (draw, as 
in pull the string back, not using a pencil on paper). 
A rest can also be a backpack on a rock, which we use 
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to steady our rifle for better accuracy on a long shot 
without scratching our forearm (on the gun, not our 
body) when the gun kicks after the trigger is pulled. 

• Guide: a person who leads a group as they tour a 
famous sight. For hunters, this is someone who helps 
us use our sights.

• Cover scent: a pleasant, aromatic spray in an aerosol 
can, found on the lid of a commode tank and used 
for masking residual, foul human odors. For hunters, 
a cover scent can be a very unpleasant odor in a little 
bottle used for masking the lingering pleasant smell 
of a human. 

• Opening day: when the masses can go inside a brand-
new store and shop for items such as groceries. For 
hunters, it’s when we can go into the ageless outdoors 
and “shop” for food. 

• Biggest fan: a celebrity’s most ardent admirer. For 
turkey hunters, it’s the tail plumage on the heaviest 
gobbler we ever “harvested.” 

z
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RECORDS BOOKS

Deer hunters who hunt doe only because they favor the meat 
more than the potentially gamy buck are somewhat rare 

and should always be respected for their preference. Sadly, they 
have no representation in records books such as Boone and Crock-
ett (for firearm kills) or Pope and Young (for archery kills) due 
to their focus on antler size, total points, and trophy-level scor-
ing. To solve this unfortunate oversight, perhaps there should be 
the establishment of companion records books to the two men-
tioned above. They could be called Boom and Cook It and Poke 
and Yummy. 

z

I hope no one labours under the delusion that hunting is a 
mere barbarous, bloodthirsty sport. Every good hunter will 
agree with me that it is not the killing of the animal that 
gives pleasure. The charm lies in overcoming difficulties—

in matching your natural intelligence and acquired 
knowledge and skill against the instinct, cunning, intellect, 
and reason of the animal you are endeavoring to outwit.

The Earl of Dunraven

z
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