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Introduction

Developing a  
“God Can Do Anything 

but Fail” Mindset

The greatest need of the church today is for a greater number of 
Christians who are not shallow or sinful, but deep and committed.

—John Stott

It was a lovely day in Destin, Florida. The sky was blue to perfec‑
tion. The ocean was brimming with mountainous waves. As I sat 

on a park bench with my toes in the white sand, nearby I saw peo‑
ple parasailing. As I observed the beauty of God’s creation, I was see‑
ing new courage and faith as I was reminded that my God can do 
anything but fail!

I was converted as a young boy—just four years old—in Sunday 
school class. I was called to preach at age seven during a three‑and‑a‑
half‑week revival under the ministry of O.W. Willis. I preached my 
first sermon at age 14 and pastored my first church at age 17. (God 
bless those people in Newark, Ohio!) Recently, I did an audit of my 
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personal beliefs while preparing to write this book and realized that 
nothing significant has changed since those early days of coming 
to know the Lord. I still believe my God can do anything, and that 
shapes my entire worldview.

What do you believe? What does your faith come down to when 
you cut away all the philosophy and politics and theology? What it 
all comes down to—that simple faith in Jesus—is a powerful force 
in your life. Hold on to this gift as you would a costly treasure. Don’t 
let anyone steal it or devalue it. As Paul said:

Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue 
to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and over‑
flowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes 
you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 
which depends on human tradition and the elemental 
spiritual principles of this world rather than on Christ 
(Colossians 2:6‑8).

The Marks of Simple Faith

The simplicity of the gospel doesn’t make it easy. It is good, beau‑
tiful, basic, and true—but not easy. Living out our faith is a bit like 
the old board game Othello: It takes a minute to learn and a life‑
time to master. We may accept the truth on an intellectual level but 
balk when we have to apply it to our lives. Or we may understand in 
a heartbeat that Jesus loves us, but find grasping the depth of what 
that means out of reach.

One of the marks of simple faith, for example, is accepting hard‑
ship gracefully. We may recite verses like James 1:3‑4 (“You know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance 
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finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lack‑
ing anything.”), believing the message is true, but still turn in anger 
from God when true hardships come our way.

If we are perfectly honest, trials are hard to accept even when they 
are relatively minor.

Consider the story of a teacher who was helping a kindergarten 
student put on his cowboy boots. Even with her pulling and him 
pushing, the little boots didn’t want to go on. By the time they got 
the second boot on, she had worked up a sweat. She almost cried 
when the little boy said, “Teacher, they’re on the wrong feet.” She 
looked and, sure enough, they were.

It wasn’t any easier pulling the boots off than it was putting them 
on. She managed to keep her cool as together they worked to get 
the boots back on, this time on the right feet. He then announced, 

“These aren’t my boots.” She bit her tongue rather than get right in 
his face to scream, “Why didn’t you say so?”

Once again, she struggled to help him pull off the boots. No 
sooner had they gotten the boots off than he said, “They’re my 
brother’s boots. My mom made me wear ’em.” Now she didn’t know 
if she should laugh or cry, but she mustered up what grace and cour‑
age she had left to wrestle the boots on his feet again.

Helping him into his coat, she asked, “Now, where are your mit‑
tens?” He said, “I stuffed ’em in the toes of my boots.”1

As hard as it may be, one of the marks of simple faith is accepting 
trials—large and small—with grace. Scripture takes it even further: 

“We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering pro‑
duces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope” 
(Romans 5:3‑4, italics mine). When we have confidence in God’s 
goodness and power, we can trust that He will make something 
good from our circumstances.

No one said simple faith makes life easy.



God Can Do Anything but Fail8

Confidence in God

Lots of people believe in God. Many even pray to God earnestly, 
especially when they find themselves in tight situations. We have to 
be careful, though, to determine within ourselves whether our belief 
in God is really faith. It’s true that our faith comes down to knowing 
in our hearts that God is real—and I’d go so far as to say such a belief 
is one of the main ingredients of simple faith—but maybe “believ‑
ing in God” needs to be defined. Is it enough to believe some Santa‑
like being exists out there somewhere to give us things that make us 
happy? Is it enough to have some feeling in our gut that there has to 
be something bigger than ourselves, and we might as well call that 
something “God”? Is it even enough to have a certain knowledge 
that the true God of the Bible exists?

Or is simple faith something more?
Billy Graham, that great evangelist, provided us a profound 

example of what believing in God means. Knowing he was enter‑
ing the final chapters of his life here on earth, he said, 

I think about heaven a great deal. I think about the 
failures in my life in the past but know they have been 
covered by the blood of Christ. And that gives me 
a great sense of confidence. I have a certainty about 
eternity that is a wonderful thing, and I thank God 
for giving me that certainty. I do not fear death. I may 
fear a little bit about the process, but not death itself, 
because I think the moment that my spirit leaves this 
body, I will be in the presence of the Lord.

Billy Graham didn’t just believe in God; he had confidence in 
the Almighty.
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Where does that confidence come from? It comes from know‑
ing God deeply and intimately. Graham said, “[My wife Ruth and 
I] pray together and read the Bible together every night. It’s a won‑
derful period of life for both of us.”2

What joy we find in our hearts when we know God so well—
when we have experienced His transforming love and entered into 
a meaningful relationship with Him—that we can say confidently, 
along with the apostle John:

This is how love is made complete among us so that we 
will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this 
world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 
love. We love because he first loved us (1 John 4:17‑19).

Confidence in God is childlike, really. Confidence allows us to 
look to Him the way a little girl might look to her father when she’s 
afraid, knowing that he will take care of her. Because we believe in 
Him, we don’t have to be afraid.

Scripture often compares us to sheep, and I recently discovered 
something about shepherding that makes this analogy come alive 
for me. Sheep are flighty animals. When they hear a loud noise or 
are startled by something, they scatter in fright. It’s the shepherd’s 
task to calm them down; he touches each sheep with his staff and 
speaks calmly to them. Amazingly, the sheep settle down because 
they trust the shepherd. We’re like that, aren’t we? We are startled 
by the things life brings at us, and we’re apt to scatter in fright. But 
Jesus is not afraid, and He loves us. He touches each one of us and 
speaks lovingly to us. If we know Him and trust Him, we are able 
to settle down and rest in His care.
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Believing in God is a good first step, but childlike confidence in 
Yahweh—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob —is a true mark 
of simple faith.

Obedience to God’s Will
“Jesus loves me, this I know.” How many times have you sung 

those words in your lifetime? The lyrics to that simple tune make 
sense to a child. Even adults may find their eyes filling with tears 
as they sing along, realizing they are loved deeply and purely—and 
that this love comes from Jesus Himself.

What do you do with that kind of love? You respond.
Once you accept His love for what it is—a gift of grace—you 

can’t help but want to show Him the depth of your appreciation. 
You want to do what will please Him. A mark of simple faith is obe‑
dience, because obedience is a response to the message of that chil‑
dren’s song. First John 5:1‑3 says,

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his 
child as well. This is how we know that we love the 
children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 
commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep his 
commands. And his commands are not burdensome.

The more we fall in love with Him, the more God’s commands 
quit sounding like orders and begin sounding like good and help‑
ful principles that enrich our lives. Not that it’s always that easy to 
obey God. (Are you seeing a theme here?) Obedience is not a one‑
time decision. It requires daily surrender to God’s will. Every sin‑
gle day—maybe every single minute—we have to resist temptation. 
Even when we believe with all our hearts that Jesus loves us, we feel 
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the pull of sin. We may understand that God’s way is so much bet‑
ter than our way, but our way seems easier.

The apostle Paul said to believers in the early church, “Do not 
lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its prac‑
tices” (Colossians 3:9). Apparently, we have to be intentional about 
responding to God’s love with obedience. We experience God’s love, 
we trust that His way is better than ours, and we “take off    ” our old 
self. I sometimes imagine that to be like a snake shedding its skin—
not exactly painful, but still a big deal.

Molting occurs periodically throughout a snake’s life. 
Before a molt, the snake stops eating and often hides 
or moves to a safe place. Just before shedding, the skin 
becomes dull and dry looking, and the eyes become 
cloudy or blue‑colored. The inner surface of the old 
skin liquefies. This causes the old skin to separate from 
the new skin beneath it. After a few days, the eyes clear, 
and the snake “crawls” out of its old skin. The old 
skin breaks near the mouth, and the snake wriggles 
out, aided by rubbing against rough surfaces. In many 
cases, the cast skin peels backward over the body from 
head to tail in one piece, like pulling a sock off inside 
out. A new, larger, brighter layer of skin has formed 
underneath.3

Wouldn’t it be nice if God would snap His fingers and remove 
our sinful nature so we don’t need to go through such a process, 
often more than once? Why is it so hard to obey Him even when 
we’ve seen over and over again how much better it is with our “larger, 
brighter layer” that is revealed when we peel off our old self    ?

The question is a bit ironic because our frustration with God 
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about our imperfections reveals our lack of trust in Him. Listen to 
Romans 9:20‑21:

Who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? 
Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, 

“Why did you make me like this?” Does not the pot‑
ter have the right to make out of the same lump of 
clay some pottery for special purposes and some for 
common use?

We may not understand why we have to keep shedding our old self 
in order to remain obedient before God, but I suspect He knows what 
He’s doing. And surrendering to Him is always a good experience.

It’s kind of like calling customer service. We never want to read 
the manual when assembling a new item. We don’t want to pick 
up the phone when something goes wrong with a product we are 
using. We just want to fix the problem ourselves—or wait until it 
goes away. I remember a time I tried fixing a problem myself, work‑
ing for hours to get a computer program to work. I felt like I was 
right on the verge of figuring it out. But I wanted the satisfaction 
of not needing to rely on someone else for a technical issue. Only 
after exhausting every idea I could possibly concoct, did I finally 
give in and call customer service, feeling stupid for failing to figure 
out what should be a simple process. It was a simple process. It took 
them just a moment to identify the problem and to provide me with 
an essential file that was missing.

There are some things in life we just can’t figure out on our own. 
We need our Creator. We’ll never be able to accomplish in our entire 
lives what He can do for us in an instant. Surrendering to Him can 
come after a long battle of failures, or we can happily let God lead 
us the right way from the beginning.
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A mark of simple faith is obedience—and the results are always 
better than we think.

Growth in Grace
Have you ever planted a garden? It’s exciting to place those seeds 

in the carefully tilled ground, anticipating the flowers or vegetables 
that will eventually sprout. Of course, planting the seeds is only the 
first step in gardening. The hard part comes next: weeding. The 
interesting thing is that if you skip this step, growth will still hap‑
pen. It’s just that the wrong thing will grow. Your plants will likely 
be choked by the more aggressive weeds.

Likewise, a person does not remain unchanged. Each of us either 
grows the fruit of the Spirit, or we allow weeds to prosper in our spir‑
itual garden. It would be a mistake to think that we can leave our 
spiritual lives untended without any negative results.

The world is ordered in such a way that things need to be tended. 
If they’re not, they decline. What happens if you leave water trapped 
in one place? It turns stagnant. What happens if you quit maintain‑
ing your home? The paint peels and the wood rots. What happens 
if you don’t pay attention to your relationships? You end up in a 
fight. What happens if you quit reading? Your mind loses its sharp‑
ness. What happens if you don’t exercise and eat nutritiously? You 
gain weight. What happens if a football team quits practicing? They 
won’t win their games.

You get the idea.
God didn’t intend for us to remain unchanged. He wants us 

to grow. The good news is that He empowers us to grow. After 
we receive the grace of God, we are transformed. The apostle Paul 
says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). What an exciting gospel! We don’t 
have to continue plodding in our sin. We are free! We don’t have to 
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live the old way anymore. We can embrace the new life Christ offers 
us and grow in grace.

Colossians 2:6 encourages us to tend our spiritual garden: “Just 
as you received Christ Jesus as Lord [seeds planted], continue to live 
your lives in him [weeds tended].” Walk with Jesus, moving forward. 
Don’t allow yourself to become stagnant.

Spiritual maturity and wisdom are not an aspiration only for an 
elite group of people—the “great” Christian leaders among us. Each 
of us has been called to walk hand in hand with our Lord. He can 
tend us and grow us into something beautiful. Growing in grace is 
a mark of simple faith. It reveals that we are humbly walking with 
Jesus.

To grow, of course, we have to have strong roots. As we stretch 
ourselves heavenward, we have to be digging deep so we can main‑
tain our balance. Scripture says about the godly person:

He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends 
out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat 
comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries 
in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit (   Jer‑
emiah 17:8).

“Being rooted” is an agricultural term. My friend David Graves 
frequently says, “Just as a great tree is deeply rooted in the soil and 
draws nourishment from it, so the Christian is rooted in Christ, the 
Source of life and strength.”

But it is more than that. We are “built up,” which is an architec‑
tural phrase. Graves says, “Just as a house stands strong because it is 
built on a strong foundation, so the Christian life is resistant to any 
storm because it is founded on the strength of Christ.”

When we are walking with Jesus, we are grounded and unleashed, 
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rooted and built up, firm and flexible. It’s a wonderful paradox—
one that only those with simple faith can understand.

Love for God’s Family
You may have heard the tongue‑in‑cheek expression “I love the 

church; it’s people I can’t stand.” We laugh, but probably because we 
know how true that statement can feel at times. Loving each other 
is hard work. And it’s no wonder: Causing division among Chris‑
tians is our enemy’s strategy. The only way to resist Satan’s traps is 
by the power of Christ.

Everyone born of God overcomes the world. This 
is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. This is 
the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. 
He did not come by water only, but by water and 
blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the 
Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: the 
Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in 
agreement (1 John 5:4‑8).

Jesus won a battle against the enemy through great sacrifice on 
His part—a battle that we simply could not compete in. It’s only by 
having faith in Christ that we can overcome the prince of this world. 
It’s by depending entirely on our Savior that we can live in unity and 
love with each other.

If we base our love for each other on good feelings or best inten‑
tions, we’ll eventually fail. Loving each other through disagreements 
and hurt feelings and mistakes—which will inevitably arise in a 
church—requires us to have the love of Christ in us. And that love 
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is available to us only when we are baptized in Him—in other words, 
when we die to self and are raised up in Him.

Of course, the ritual itself is nothing magical. A person could 
be baptized without ever dying to self. Likewise, a person could 
fake Christlike love, at least for a while. It doesn’t work long term, 
though. Richard Foster says, “Superficiality is the curse of our day.” 
When we are nice to each other without really loving each other, 
when we are pleasant and agreeable while murmuring insults under 
our breath, we are creating danger—like a layer of thin ice that 
appears firm. Instead, in faith, we must rely on Christ to transform 
our hearts so our love is genuine, deep, and not easily broken.

Loving the family of God is a mark of simple faith because it 
reveals Christ in us.
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1

God Can Love Me Even 
When I Don’t Write on 

His Facebook Wall

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

—John 13:34-35

A young couple, very much in love, was getting married in a 
church. However, Sue, the young bride, confided in the pas‑

tor that she was nervous about the big occasion. So the minister 
chose one verse that he felt would be a great encouragement to 
them—1 John 4:18, which says, “There is no fear in love. But per‑
fect love drives out fear.” A few days before the wedding, the pastor 
asked the best man to read the verse out loud during the wedding 
ceremony. The best man gladly accepted the invitation, proud to 
have such an important role. He was not a regular churchgoer and 
not very familiar with the Bible, so he looked the verse up ahead of 
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time to practice. The verse seemed a bit strange to him, but he fig‑
ured the pastor knew what he was talking about. Still, he called the 
pastor just to be sure it was the right verse.

“Yes, yes,” the pastor said. “I had a private talk with Sue this 
morning, and I know this verse is perfect for her. In fact, you might 
say that before you read it. I think it will mean a lot to her.”

The big day came. The best man waited for his cue, and then 
opened up the Bible to the bookmarked page, saying, “Sue, the pas‑
tor felt this verse was tailor made for you.” He proceeded to read, 
in a clear voice, for all the church to hear, the verse from the Gos‑
pel of John—instead of the first letter of John! He read: “You have 
five husbands, and the one that you now have is not your husband.”

We may mix up Scripture passages, but we’ll never mix up the 
fact that God is love. Love is basic and essential to our faith. The 
greatest discovery of the human heart is the love of God. God loves 
us—we know this, we live this, we breathe this. And He loves us in 
so many ways.

God’s Love Is Extravagant
Unmerited

In the book Children’s Letters to God: The New Collection, a little 
girl named Nan writes this letter: “Dear God, I bet it is very hard for 
You to love all of everybody in the whole world. There are only four 
people in our family and I have trouble loving them!”

Thankfully, God does love everybody in the whole world, even 
though we’re not exactly the easiest people to live with. We reject 
Him, disobey Him, and neglect Him. We are ashamed of Him, we 
use His name to defend our unholy cause, and we ignore His peo‑
ple. And before we did these awful things, God knew we would—
and yet, He loves us.
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God put his love on the line for us by offering his Son 
in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever 
to him (Romans 5:8 msg).

Forgiving

Heather Gemmen Wilson was raped at knifepoint in her own 
home by a stranger while her husband was at a church meeting and 
her young children slept in the next room. Heather lived to tell the 
story, but the nightmare continued: She found out she was pregnant 
as a result of the rape. Now, Heather shares her story publicly, proud 
to show off the beautiful daughter she believes God handpicked for 
her. “The key to healing is forgiveness,” Heather says, “but forgive‑
ness isn’t minimizing what happened. It’s recognizing how ugly and 
awful it was—and letting go anyway.”

God’s eyes are wide open when He looks at our sin. He knows 
exactly how we have let Him down. And God cannot abide such 
behavior. He won’t just brush it aside as if what we did was no big 
deal, thereby degrading Himself. But He won’t turn away from us 
either. He loves us and wants to gather us to Himself. That’s why 
He sent His Son to cleanse us from our sin and to make us right 
with Him:

This is how God showed his love for us: God sent his 
only Son into the world so we might live through him. 
This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that 
we once upon a time loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins 
and the damage they’ve done to our relationship with 
God (1 John 4:9‑10 msg).
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Free
During a British conference on comparative reli‑
gions, experts from around the world debated what, 
if any, belief was unique to the Christian faith. They 
began eliminating possibilities. Incarnation? Other 
religions had different versions of gods appearing in 
human form. Resurrection? Again, other religions had 
accounts of return from death.

The debate went on for some time until C.S. Lewis 
wandered into the room. “What’s the rumpus about?” 
he asked, and heard in reply that his colleagues were 
discussing Christianity’s unique contribution among 
world religions. Lewis responded, “Oh, that’s easy. It’s 
grace.” After some discussion, the conferees had to 
agree.

The notion of God’s love coming to us free of charge, no 
strings attached, seems to go against every instinct of 
humanity. The Buddhist eightfold path, the Hindu doc‑
trine of Karma, the Jewish covenant, and the Muslim 
code of law—each offers a way to earn approval. Only 
Christianity dares to make God’s love unconditional.1

Watch what God does, and then you do it, like chil‑
dren who learn proper behavior from their parents. 
Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company 
with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ 
loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. 
He didn’t love in order to get something from us but 
to give everything of himself to us. Love like that 
(Ephesians 5:1‑2 msg).
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God’s Love Is Intimate
Personal

A village once had a huge statue that everyone hon‑
ored; the problem was, it was so immense that you 
couldn’t see exactly what it represented. Someone 
finally miniaturized the statue so everyone could see 
the person it honored.

“That is what God did in his Son,” said the early church 
father Origen. Paul tells us Christ is the visible icon or 
image of the invisible God (Colossians 1). In Christ, 
we have God in a comprehensible way. In Christ, we 
have God’s own personal and definitive visit to the 
planet.2

God can be known, and He knows you personally. He doesn’t 
sell a one‑size‑fits‑all kind of love. He sees you specifically and gives 
you exactly what you need. Max Lucado writes, “God’s list contains 
the name of every person who ever lived. For this is the scope of his 
love. And this is the reason for the cross. He loves the world.”3

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 
And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows (Matthew 10:29‑31).

Embracing
Recently, I read an article about Elizabeth Smart. You may recall 

that she was kidnapped and held hostage for several months. She’s 
now a well‑adjusted person. There were moments, she said, when 
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she felt despair, “but I always knew that no matter what I’d still be 
a part of my family. They could change my name, change the way I 
look, but they couldn’t change the fact that I am Ed and Lois Smart’s 
daughter. That was powerful to me.”

When you know to whom you belong, that secret in your heart 
carries you for a long time. Likewise, God knows that you belong to 
Him, and He will never forget. You are His precious child:

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are! The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him (1 John 3:1).

Inviting
He was just a shoemaker, and an average one at that. 
However, in the evenings, after work, he studied 
Greek, Hebrew, and a variety of modern languages. 
He devoured Captain Cook’s Voyages to expand his 
horizons, which, because of his poverty, kept him 
bound to a small, forgotten English village. Some peo‑
ple said his time would have been better spent getting 
a second job to support his growing family.

But the young man’s passion wasn’t a curious, self‑
satisfying hobby. Early in life, he had become con‑
cerned about the millions of unbelievers outside of 
Europe, and he was trying to figure out what could 
be done to bring them the gospel. With God’s help, 
he slowly figured it out. He ended up going to India 
to serve as the first Protestant missionary in the mod‑
ern era. His passion inspired a generation of men 
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and women, such as Adoniram Judson, Hudson Tay‑
lor, and David Livingstone, to take up the cause of 
missions.

Because one impoverished shoemaker named Wil‑
liam Carey followed his God‑given passion, large 
parts of the world that had little or no access to the 
gospel have large populations of people today who 
confess Christ as Lord.4

God calls us into His service—not because we’re so notable or 
because He can’t do it Himself. He calls us so we have the opportu‑
nity to make a difference in His kingdom.

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow 
me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed 
him (Matthew 9:9).

God’s Love Is Universal
Reaching

I spent time with an old friend, Melvin Hatley, recently. He 
reminded me of how his family came to Christ and the Church 
of the Nazarene. The evangelist Holland London and Reverend 
Jimmy Dobson stopped and visited with Melvin and his family on 
the front porch of their humble home and invited them to church. 
Melvin’s mother said, “We have no clothes, and our boys have no 
shoes.” Sister Dobson, who is the mother of James Dobson and was 
a pastor’s wife in Sulphur Springs, Texas, went out and got them 
clothes. The family went to church, and that day they accepted 
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Christ. Today, Melvin is part of a great family of faith who are lead‑
ers in the church.

God has placed us in community so that we can support each 
other, draw each other to Him, and love each other. We’re not 
meant to just sit in our own little bubble. We’re meant to reach out 
to others.

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life (   John 3:16).

Including
I believe many people drive by our churches and think about 

them as a golfer would think about a country club: “I’d like to play 
the course, but I’m not a member.” If you were not a member at your 
church, would you be welcome there? If you didn’t know the rules or 
the expectations, and you showed up looking odd and doing all the 
wrong things, would people receive you warmly? Story after story 
in the Gospels reveals how Jesus loved. He didn’t form a club with a 
secret handshake that only elite people could join. He loved every‑
one. He loved His close friends and strangers. He loved those who 
were good to Him and those who were unlovable:

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you 
were called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were 
of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things 
of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things—and 
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the things that are not—to nullify the things that are 
(1 Corinthians 1:26‑28).

Unconditional
A minister was speaking about all the things money can’t buy. 

“Money can’t buy happiness; it can’t buy laughter, and money can’t 
buy love,” he told the congregation. Driving his point home, he said, 

“What would you do if I offered you $1,000 not to love your mother 
and father?” A hush fell over the congregation. Finally, a small voice 
near the front raised an important question: “How much would you 
give me not to love my sister?”

God is not going to quit loving you for all the money in the 
world, and you don’t have to pay Him a cent to make Him love you. 
Even better than that, God loves you whether or not you love Him 
back and will pursue you gently and patiently all your days.

This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son (1 John 5:11).

God’s Love Is Sufficient
Timely

A retired United Methodist pastor and his wife left 
their home before hurricane Katrina struck and went 
to a shelter. After the storm passed, Rev. Jones and 
his wife were allowed back into the city to grab a few 
belongings. When they entered their house, the water 
was still knee‑high, but Jones was determined to see 
what he could salvage.

He saw several framed family photos floating in the 
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water, but nothing else worth saving. He quickly 
grabbed the pictures and left. Back at the shelter, he 
took the photos out of their frames so they could dry 
out. When he removed his father’s picture, money 
fell out of the frame. He was astonished to count out 
$366. Even more astounding was that his father had 
died in 1942, when Jones himself was only twelve 
years old. He had no idea the money was in the frame.

The money was precisely what he and his wife needed 
to get to Atlanta after the storm to live with their 
daughter.5

God isn’t late with his promise as some measure late‑
ness. He is restraining himself on account of you, 
holding back the End because he doesn’t want anyone 
lost. He’s giving everyone space and time to change 
(2 Peter 3:9 msg).

Real
Werner “Jack” Genot wanted to be a hero. So, he con‑
cocted a story about serving as a marine and being 
taken as a prisoner of war during a bloody Korean 
War battle.

Genot, now seventy‑one, is from the small Illinois 
town of Marengo, where he serves as an alderman. His 
story grew until the uniform he wore on special occa‑
sions became laden with fake medals he had ordered 
from a catalog: a Bronze Star, a Silver Star, and two 
Purple Hearts. He would march in parades and talk 
to schoolchildren. He even got a special license plate 
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reserved for wounded veterans by forging discharge 
papers.

However, a veterans league eventually noticed a lack 
of records on file and numerous factual holes in 
Genot’s military record and began an investigation. 
For two years, Genot denied the accusations and 
danced around the questions. But he finally confessed 
his deception in an interview with a local newspaper, 
claiming he could no longer stand the facade.6

With stories like that, it’s no wonder we question the authen‑
ticity of God and His love for us. God’s record, however, is clean—
established before time began and extending through eternity. Dig 
all you want, but you’ll find no holes. God’s love for us will never fail.

God told them, “I’ve never quit loving you and never 
will. Expect love, love, and more love!” (   Jeremiah 31:3 
msg).

Patient
We are not a patient people. A survey of 1,003 adults done in 

2006 by the Associated Press and Ipsos discovered the following:

• While waiting in line at an office or store, most people 
take an average of 17 minutes to lose their patience.

• On hold on the phone, most people lose their patience 
in 9 minutes.

• Women lost their patience after waiting in line for about 
18 minutes. Men lost it after 15 minutes.

• People with lower income and less education are more 
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patient than those with a college education and a high 
income.

• People who live in the suburbs are more patient than 
people who live in the city.7

God doesn’t have the same problem we have with impatience. 
Obviously, 18 minutes in view of eternity is less than a drop in the 
bucket. He is omniscient, and having the broad scope gives Him the 
ability to put things in perspective. Don’t worry—God’s not going 
to throw a temper tantrum when things aren’t going well. He’s not 
going to pull out of an investment fund when the economy is bad. 
And He’s not going to lose His patience with you.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger, abounding in love (Psalm 103:8).

God’s Love Is Transforming
Individualized

Deleese Williams, a woman who was promised cos‑
metic surgeries on Extreme Makeover that would 

“transform her life and destiny,” has sued the produc‑
ers of the hit TV show. That dream was shattered 
when one of the dental surgeons reported that Wil‑
liams’ recovery time would be longer than expected. 
She was pulled from the show the night before her sur‑
geries were scheduled to begin and sent home to Texas.

According to the lawsuit, Williams sobbed uncon‑
trollably when she was given the news. “How can I 
go back as ugly as I left?” she said. “I was supposed 
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to come home pretty.” Deleese is hurt and humili‑
ated; more than that, her relationship with her fam‑
ily has been damaged, as the producers had coached 
family members not to accept Deleese’s physical flaws 
and pushed them to verbally express their opinions on 
taped interviews—which Deleese later saw.8

What an extreme tragedy! Thank goodness, God’s love does not 
tear us down, nor does He ever abandon us. It’s because He sees 
our true beauty, as the work of His own hands, that He loves us. It’s 
because of His great love for us that He transforms us into new cre‑
ations, spotless and pure before Him—not on the outside with plas‑
tic surgery, but on the inside with cords of love.

Being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6).

Societal

When I was in high school, a popular song was “What the World 
Needs Now Is Love” by Hal David. It was released on April 15, 1965, 
and reached number 7 on the US charts in May of that year. I don’t 
think the song was so popular just because the tune was catchy. Its 
message is just as profound today as it was back then:

What the world needs now is love, sweet love.
It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of.
What the world needs now is love, sweet love—
No, not just for some but for everyone.
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It’s a rough world. We keep hoping things will improve, but as 
long as that hope is based on humanity finally behaving themselves, 
it’s an empty dream. Nothing will change our world except the love 
of God.

Imagine if everyone knew, profoundly and deeply, the love of 
God. Imagine His love manifested in each person. Don’t you think 
violence, crime, poverty, even rudeness would cease? God is con‑
cerned with individuals and changes their hearts, but He’s also 
concerned with the state of the world—and commissioning us to 
transform it with His love.

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them. Anyone who 
does not love me will not obey my teaching. These 
words you hear are not my own; they belong to the 
Father who sent me” (   John 14:23‑24).

Motivational
Try getting a teenager out of bed in the morning on a school 

day; it’s pretty tough. Then tell her that her boyfriend is calling, and 
watch how she pops out of bed in a hurry. Motivation is everything.

The love of God is better than a phone call from a sweetheart to 
get us excited about life. Okay, so telling a teenager that God loves 
her may not get her to pop out of bed. But when she discovers for 
herself the power of His love, the experience will shape her deci‑
sions, her happiness, her relationships, and her entire life. It’s true 
for all of us.

I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, 
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you’ll be able to take in with all followers of Jesus the 
extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love. Reach out 
and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the 
depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the 
fullness of God (Ephesians 3:17‑19 msg).

Redeeming
“The Little Girl,” a ballad sung by John Michael Montgomery, 

tells the sad story of a little girl who hid behind the couch while her 
drug‑addicted mother and alcoholic father continually fought. They 
never went to church or spoke of the Lord except in vain. The parents 
eventually died in a murder‑suicide. The state placed the child in a 
foster home where she got kisses and hugs every day. The foster par‑
ents took the little girl to Sunday school where she saw a picture of 
Jesus hanging on a cross. With a smile, the girl pointed to the man 
in the picture. “I don’t know His name,” the little girl said. “But I 
know He got off the cross, because He was there in my old house. 
He held me close to His side as I hid behind our couch the night 
that my parents died.”

God’s specialty is making something beautiful out of ugliness. 
He loves us radically, passionately, without restraint—and He will 
do whatever it takes to transform the pain of our lives into an inti‑
mate connection with Him. He is our Redeemer.

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee. 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.

—George Matheson9
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We know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose (Romans 8:28).
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