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5

lntroduction
The Fame of Jesus

What makes a person famous? Does being famous 
mean having a certain number of followers on 
social media? Do famous people need to star in 

blockbuster movies or release popular songs or appear 
on TV? And what about those who are super well known 
in their school or community—the people whose names 
everyone seems to know? Are they famous?

Everyone wants to be recognized. Everyone wants to be 
known by others. And some people do become famous—
meaning that if someone says that person’s name, others 
are going to instantly know who they are. In today’s world 
of Instagram and YouTube and TikTok, average people who 
aren’t athletes or musicians or actors can become famous if 
enough people start following them.

You might feel like you know your favorite celebrities—
your favorite basketball player, your favorite musician, your 
favorite YouTuber—because you see their social media 
posts, talk about them with your friends, and feel like you 
know a lot about their lives. But while it seems like you know 
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6 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

them, you actually only know about them—and only about 
what they choose to share with the public. You don’t really 
know them, and they definitely don’t know you!

Write down a list of your current favorite celebrities 
(authors, athletes, singers, actors, social media stars, and 
so on). Now, have a parent (or better yet, a grandparent!) 
make a list of their favorite all-time celebrities. (Important: 
Don’t show each other your lists while you’re writing them 
down!) After you make your lists, show them to each other. 
Do they know all your favorites? Do you know all of theirs? 
I’m guessing you might know some of each other’s, but 
probably not all of them!

There are a lot of people in our world who we are very 
aware of because of their talents (like singing or acting), 
sports skills (like tennis or soccer), or social media presence 
(like fun YouTube videos). But did you know that in not very 
many years, no one will remember these people? New sing-
ers and actors will appear, athletes will get old and retire, 
and the fun YouTube videos will get boring. It might seem 
weird to imagine, but eventually nobody is going to know 
who these people were and what they did.
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lntroduction 7 

Even those who are famous for a longer time than nor-
mal will be remembered only when people read about them 
in history books or watch movies about them or learn about 
them in school. They won’t be in the news or pop up on our 
screens every day.

Famous people may look impressive now. Their follower 
counts on social media may be massive. But in time, all of 
that will go away. For most celebrities, nobody will even 
remember their names.

There’s one name, though, that people will never forget—
and that’s the name of Jesus.

Before we start learning about Jesus’s names, can you 
think of any of those names on your own? Don’t cheat 
and look ahead, but do try to think of Bible verses, songs 
you sing in church, and things you’ve learned about God 
at church camps or clubs. Write them down here.

Jesus never published a book, and yet there are more 
books written about Him (including this book!) than any 
other subject… ever. He never wrote a song, and yet more 
songs are written about Him than any about other per-
son who lived. He never physically traveled more than 300 
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8 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

miles (which is shorter than the distance from Los Angeles 
to San Francisco) from the place where He was born, and 
yet there’s no place on earth you can go where people don’t 
know His name. And more and more people keep learning 
who Jesus is even though He’s been physically gone from 
this earth for more than 2,000 years.

Jesus is a unique celebrity. Stores make a lot of money 
during the month of His birthday. (Christmas!) Family 
gatherings take place all around the world in celebration 
of His resurrection. (Easter!) All four books of the Bible 
known as the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—
tell the story of His birth. The Bible tells us why Jesus is the 
only person who ever lived on earth who should be known 
as a true celebrity: “Being in very nature God, [Jesus] did 
not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness” 
(Philippians 2:6-7).

Many celebrities travel with an entourage—a group of 
people who help them by doing everything from ordering 
food to protecting them from crazy fans. Most of the time, 
celebrities like to keep some distance from their fans. They 
need a little space from the people who are crowding in to 
get an autograph or take a picture with them. Attention can 
be fun, but too much attention can be overwhelming!

Jesus isn’t like that. Even though He’s the biggest celeb-
rity of all time, we can get as close to Him as we want to. 
We can spend as much time as we like in His presence. He 
always makes time for us. And by knowing Him, we can 
receive some pretty good stuff—things that are way better 
than autographs or selfies.
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lntroduction 9 

As you get to know some of Jesus’s names and titles, 
learn more about what it means to follow Him, and maybe 
even choose to become one of His followers, you will dis-
cover how amazing it is to know personally the most famous 
individual of all time—Jesus.

Write down the first ten words that come to mind when 
you think of Jesus.

1. __________________	   6.	 __________________

2. __________________	   7.	 __________________

3. __________________	   8.	 __________________

4. __________________	   9.	 __________________

5. __________________	 10.	 __________________
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11

1

lmmanuel

When you say a person’s name, you are referring 
to their identity, or who they are. If you were to 
walk up to a group of people you know and ask to 

speak to Amanda, Amanda would be the one who answered. 
It wouldn’t be Jared. Or Karli. Or Devon. The reason why 
Amanda would answer is because that is her name. That is 
her identity. It is not Jared’s or Karli’s or Devon’s or anyone 
else’s identity.

Back in Bible times, names were given as early as possible—
often before the baby was born—because parents wanted 
their child’s name to reflect what they wanted their child to 
become. For example, the name Rebecca means “servant of 
God.” And the name Noah means “peaceful” or “restful.”

You probably have three names—a first name, a middle 
name, and a last name. Maybe you have another name, like 
a hyphenated last name or more than one middle name. But 
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12 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

most people just go by one name (usually their first name). 
But God has a lot of names. Why is that?

God goes by a lot of different names because each name 
has its own important meaning. And He needs a lot of 
names to reflect His amazing characteristics. Each name 
tells us something new about God and helps us get to know 
Him better. Each name also helps us understand what He 
does, how He relates to us, and how He helps us. This might 
seem kind of complicated and overwhelming right now—
after all, don’t you have enough to memorize in school with-
out worrying about memorizing even more? But learning 
the names of God is fun and totally worth it!

Look up the meaning of your own name and also the 
names of your best friends and family members. What 
does everyone’s name mean? Do you think the meaning 
fits the person?

Name			   Meaning

________________	 ____________________

________________	 ____________________

________________	 ____________________

________________	 ____________________

________________	 ____________________

________________	 ____________________
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lmmanuel 13 

Not only does God the Father go by many meaningful 
names, but Jesus—God the Son—has a number of names 
Himself. (Deep breath here—you’ve got this!) Before we 
dive deeply into this whole name thing, though, let’s set 
the stage and go back in time more than 2,000 years to the 
day Jesus was welcomed into this world. Yep, we’re going 
back to Bethlehem and the very first Christmas Day.

The Best Birthday
Are you familiar with the British royal family? Whenever 

a new baby is about to be born into the royal family, it’s a 
very big deal. Everybody talks about the coming arrival and 
guesses whether the new baby will be a boy or a girl and 
what his or her name will be.

Where were you born? Ask your family to tell you all 
about the day you were born. What happened? How 
did everyone feel? Who came to visit you after you were 
born? How does your own birth seem different from what 
you know about how and where Jesus was born?

Even though Jesus came into this world as a King and 
could have been born in a castle like a royal baby, that’s not 
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14 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

what God chose to have happen. Not at all! Jesus wasn’t 
born in a castle to parents whose names the whole world 
knew. Nope! Jesus was born in a barn to parents who were 
unknown and poor. Nobody sent Him flowers. No nurse 
helped change His diapers. The few gifts He would receive 
would come much later.

Write down what you think a miracle is. Can you think of 
any miracles from the Bible?

But Jesus’s birth was super important because He is the 
only One who ever lived who was both fully God and fully 
human. I know that seems incredibly hard to understand, 
but it’s true. His birth was a miracle, and it only could have 
happened to the Son of God. During His time on earth, so 
many amazing things occurred that could have happened 
only to God’s Son. Jesus felt hunger because He was fully 
human, yet He would later feed 5,000 because He was also 
fully God (Luke 9:10-17). He knew what it was like to be 
thirsty because He was fully human, yet He would one day 
walk on water because He was fully God (   John 6:16-21). 
He learned things from His parents because He was fully 
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lmmanuel 15 

human, but He also knew all about other people because He 
was fully God (Matthew 9:3-4).

Jesus’s birth was like nobody else’s birth because He was 
fully God and fully human. That had never happened before, 
and it will never happen again.

The Angel’s Announcement
You might remember the story of what happened to 

Jesus’s mother, Mary, before Jesus was born. She received 
a visit from the angel Gabriel, who told her she would have 
a son who would also be the Son of God. This must have 
seemed pretty crazy to Mary! She wasn’t yet married to her 
future husband, Joseph, and she was young and poor and 
had no idea she would be chosen as the mother of God here 
on earth. But because Mary trusted in God and chose to 
obey Him, she accepted her role as the mother of Jesus. It 
probably helped a lot when Gabriel explained why she didn’t 
have to be afraid: “The Lord is with you… You have found 
favor with God” (see Luke 1:28-30).

The angel also told Mary about the special role Jesus 
would play in history—and for all eternity. “He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never 
end” (verses 32-33).

Jesus was born in a barn to poor parents, but He came 
to reign in power and glory as King. It makes no sense at all, 
but it’s true!

Mary didn’t doubt the angel’s announcement, but she 
did ask one important question: “How?” (see Luke 1:34). 
She didn’t question God’s power or ability, but she was con-
fused about how this was all going to work. We all would be! 
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16 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

The angel Gabriel responded, “The Holy Spirit will come 
on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you” (verse 35). Basically, the angel told Mary, “God’s gonna 
do a miracle—you just need to say yes!” And Mary did.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given” (Isaiah 
9:6). Let’s talk about that word “given.” The Son was given 
by God. As the Son of God, Jesus already existed, but He 
came to earth in human form as a baby. A lot of people like 
to limit the Christmas story to baby Jesus in the manger 
because it’s crazy to think of a baby being the Son of God 
and a King—but that’s the most important part of the 
whole story. And even though Jesus was just a baby at His 
birth, He was already God. That’s why the Son had to be 

“given” to us.

Jesus Gets Us
Jesus came to earth as the Son of God so that we could 

know God and understand that He walked around in our 
world. He got to know what it was like to be us—to deal 
with hunger and thirst and happiness and sadness and joy 
and pain.

Jesus could have been born in a castle with special mes-
sengers announcing that He was a King and that everyone 
had to follow Him. But here’s the problem with that: Most 
of us can’t identify with kings and queens and princes and 
princesses. Or anyone else who is super famous. Or super 
rich. Or super popular. That’s why God decided Jesus would 
be born in a barn in a small town to unknown parents. And 
the world He was born into had a lot of problems and didn’t 
always seem safe. Those are things that normal, everyday 
people (like you and me) can relate to. We can feel like Jesus 
was one of us—because He was.
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lmmanuel 17 

Look around you. Write down everything you see in 
nature—trees, clouds, birds, flowers… even your dog! 
All of these things were created by God, and all of these 
things help reveal God’s amazing power.

God gave us a Savior we could understand. In under-
standing Him and getting to know His names, we get to 
know and understand God more too. John 1:18 says, “No 
one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, 
has made him known.”

If anybody ever walks up to you and says, “Hey, I have 
seen God with my own eyes!” that person is just making 
up a story or might be extremely confused. The Bible tells 
us very clearly that no one has ever seen God. Our flimsy 
human bodies weren’t made to stand in the presence of 
God’s glory. It’s like staring straight into the sun. It can’t 
and shouldn’t be done. There’s too much power there for a 
direct stare. We’ll go completely blind if we try it.

So how could God show us Himself without vaporizing 
us? Answer: He shows Himself in Jesus. To see Jesus is to 
see God.
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18 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

Have you ever wanted something out of a high cupboard 
or off of a tall shelf but couldn’t reach it on your own? Either 
you had to stand on a chair to reach it or you needed some-
one taller to get it for you. That’s how it worked with Jesus 
coming to earth. Jesus took everything there was to know 
about God and put it on a lower shelf—one we could reach.

Did you know that God and Jesus are completely con-
nected? You can’t have one without the other. You can’t skip 
Jesus and have God. You can’t say that you don’t believe in 
Jesus but you do believe in God. It just doesn’t work that 
way. Jesus is God with us. In fact, that’s what the name 
Immanuel means—“God with us.”

God with Us
Do you know what a master key is? It’s a key that’s made 

to unlock more than one door. Maybe you have one key for 
the front door of your house and another key for the back 
door. A master key would unlock both the front and back 
doors.

You can think of Jesus as your master key to God Him-
self. Jesus unlocks the heart and mind and nature of God. 
And it is through Jesus that we get to know God, learn about 
His power, and understand how much He loves us. Without 
Jesus, we could never come to know God.

The best name for understanding how God feels about 
us is the first name we’re learning about: Immanuel. We see 
this name in Matthew 1:22-23, and it sets the stage for all 
the names to follow:

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 
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lmmanuel 19 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Imman-
uel” (which means “God with us”).

Those two Bible verses tell us the meaning of Immanuel: 
“God with us.” The importance of this name can be traced 
back to the Old Testament, when God’s people—the nation 
of Israel—were being attacked by a huge enemy army. The 
King of Israel couldn’t see any way his people were going 
to win, and all the Israelites were full of fear, anxiety, and 
dread. That’s when God showed up and told the king that 
victory was coming. Immanuel, or “God with us,” was on 
the way.

Never Alone
When we think of Christmas, we think of the baby Jesus 

and hot chocolate with peppermint sticks, Christmas car-
ols, and brightly wrapped presents under the tree. Christ-
mas feels cozy and warm and happy. And it is. But the baby 
Jesus—Immanuel—is also a source of comfort during the 
really hard and scary times.

Here’s one thing I want you to always remember: No 
matter how scared or anxious or sad you are, Jesus is always 
with you. No matter how much you’re struggling in school 
or how alone you feel or how frustrated you get with your 
life, God is with you. No matter how many problems your 
family is having or how frightened you are about what you 
hear on the news, God is with you.

No matter what you’re going through, you are never alone. 
When your schoolwork is hard, you are not alone. When 
kids bully you, you are not alone. When your family is fight-
ing, you are not alone. Jesus is always with you.
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20 A KID’S GUIDE TO THE NAMES OF JESUS

Think of a time when you had to do something really hard 
or when something made you super sad or upset. What 
happened? Who helped you? You can always count on 
God to help you in any situation!

When we talk about Jesus—Immanuel—we are talk-
ing about someone who was fully God and fully human 
when He walked on this earth. That’s what “God with us” 
means. And Jesus is God with us in every way. He has come 
as Immanuel—“God with us”—to show us more about God 
than we could have known any other way. If you’re ever con-
fused about who God is and what He is like, all you have to 
do is remember Immanuel.

You might wonder why God sent Immanuel to us instead 
of just showing us Himself as He is. This is a pretty hard 
thing to understand, but let’s give it a go. God is transcen-
dent—which basically means He’s too big for our physical 
world to contain. It’s like He lives in a different dimension 
than we do, another zone that we can’t see. And yet God is 
also immanent—He is right here with us, and He wants us 
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lmmanuel 21 

to know that. And that’s why He sent Jesus. When Imman-
uel was born, God stepped into our zone so we could see 
Him and know Him in a new way.

Because Jesus is both the Son of God and the Son of Man, 
we can’t separate Jesus from God. From the beginning of 
the world to its end, there is no place you can look and not 
see God revealed through Jesus. He is everywhere! Colos-
sians 1:17 says, “He is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.”

Choosing the Son
There was once a rich man who had lost his beloved son, 

and then later the rich man also died. The rich man had col-
lected many expensive and valuable possessions that were 
to be sold in an auction following his death. A lot of people 
wanted to buy what he had owned, so hundreds of people 
showed up for this auction.

The first item the auctioneer presented for sale was a 
cheaply framed picture that nobody seemed to want. The 
auctioneer said, “The first piece we’re selling today is this 
portrait of the rich man’s son.” He held up the picture for 
everyone to see and then asked, “Do I have a bid?”

The room fell silent. The auctioneer could tell that 
nobody was interested in the picture, but he asked once 
more, “Do I have a bid? Does anyone want this portrait of 
the man’s son?”

From the back of the room, an elderly man stepped 
forward and said, “Sir, I worked for the man who died. If 
nobody wants to buy the picture of his son, I want to know 
if I can have it.”

The auctioneer said, “One more time… Does anyone want 
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to bid on the picture of the son?” When nobody did, he said 
to the employee, “Yes, sir, the picture is yours.”

The servant walked to the front of the room to take the 
portrait, and when the auctioneer handed it to him, some-
thing shocking happened. The auctioneer picked up his 
gavel, banged it down, and said to everyone in the room, 

“Thank you very much for coming. The auction is now over.”
The people were stunned. What about all the costly items 

that were to be sold?
But the auctioneer had something more to say: “The 

man’s will stated that the first item to be auctioned was the 
picture of his son and that whoever took the picture would 
get everything else. His son was so important to him that 
he wanted to reward anyone else who honored him.”

The rich man in this story is like God, and the son is like 
Jesus. And we’re like the people at the auction. If we want 
the picture of the Son, we get everything. But if we don’t 
want the Son, we get nothing.

A lot of people are like the buyers at the auction. They’re 
looking for things they think are expensive and valuable, 
like brand-name clothes and the latest technology. But God 
wants to give us something even better. He tells us, “I have 
come to give you life—a good life. But that good life can 
be found only in connection with My Son. If you have My 
Son, you have eternal life and all that goes with it.” The Bible 
clearly states this: “He who did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all—how will he not also along with him 
graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).

When you accept Jesus, you also accept the good life that 
God the Father has for you. And knowing and understanding 
the names of Jesus shows you more and more how to receive 

Kid's Guide to the Names of Jesus, A.indd   22Kid's Guide to the Names of Jesus, A.indd   22 9/30/20   9:38 AM9/30/20   9:38 AMKids Guide to the Power of Words.indd   3 3/6/18   2:11 PM

Copyrighted material 



lmmanuel 23 

that good life. So let’s get to know Jesus—Immanuel—and 
discover the good life God wants to give us (   John 10:10).

The name Immanuel means “God with us.” Write down 
the name and definition here so you can come back to 
it and remember it later. You can write it fancy or draw 
some pictures to help you remember it even better.
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