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To my two fellow hunters,  
Lindsey Williams and Don Hicks,  

who have often joined me in the woods and  
faithfully prayed for me as I’ve traveled to speak 
at game dinner events, and whose spiritual and 

moral integrity inspire me to press on  
to higher ground. 

m

Hunter's Devotional_The.indd   3 2/17/16   1:52 PM

Copyrighted material 



Acknowledgment

My sincere thanks to my wife, Annie, for smiling sup-
portively when I say as I head out to hunt, “Hey, Babe, 
I’m going to go do some book research!” I’m confi-
dent her prayers that God will use His great outdoors 
to speak to my heart have yielded many of the thoughts 
contained in these pages.

▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

Hunter's Devotional_The.indd   4 2/17/16   1:52 PM

Copyrighted material 



Contents

First Glimpse • 7
1. Hunting Expos • 9
2. Music in the High 

Grass • 13
3. Whisper • 18
4. No Other Name • 22
5. Pit Bull • 26
6. Sound Above All 

Sounds • 30
7. True Freedom • 35
8. Harmony in the 

Woods • 42
9. Don’t Forget to 

Eat • 45
10. Yes, but Not Yet • 50
11. If    ’n You Ain’t fir 

’Im • 55
12. God’s Not Through 

with Her Yet • 58

13. I Need More 
Light • 62

14. Rearview Mirror • 67
15. The Inconvenience  

of Sin • 73
16. If   You’re Breathing 

You’re Busted • 80
17. The Ear Will 

Appear • 85
18. Out of the Comfort 

Zone • 88
19. Right Now • 93
20. A Home 

Destroyed • 97
21. Closer • 102
22. Stone’s Throw 

Away • 107
23. Who He Is, Who He 

Was • 113
▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

Hunter's Devotional_The.indd   5 2/17/16   1:52 PM

Copyrighted material 



24. Eat the Scroll • 117
25. Remember Me • 123
26. Look Up • 126
27. The Assistant 

Guide • 132
28. Eyes Fixed • 137
29. Amazed but Not 

Surprised • 141
30. Believe It to  

See It • 145
31. Backyard 

Hunter • 150
32. Will To, Want 

To • 155
33. Delayed Boom • 159
34. Faded Label • 164
35. He Never 

Misses • 167
36. Just a Smile • 170
37. Cole Turkey • 174
38. The Boars • 179
39. Two Safety 

Harnesses • 184

40. Laws or Lives • 190
41. Possibilities • 195
42. Say Jesus • 200
43. The Third Grader’s 

Question • 204
44. The Blessing of 

Darkness • 209
45. Straying Beagle • 213
46. Food for 

Naught • 217
47. Only God • 222
48. The Deadly Look 

Back • 225
49. Signals • 229
50. Margaret’s 

Horse • 233
51. Bad Sinners Make 

Good Saints • 239
52. Listen to Your 

Guide • 246
Song Credits • 253

Hunter's Devotional_The.indd   6 2/17/16   1:52 PM

Copyrighted material 



7

First Glimpse

There’s hardly anything more exciting for a hunter 
than that first glimpse of the game that’s being 
pursued. After putting a lot of effort (and expense) 
into preparing for the hunt, sometimes walking for 
miles or at other times sitting quietly for hours, to 
suddenly catch sight of the movement of an elu-
sive animal or bird is a thrill that cannot be fully 
explained. One thing is for sure—each time it hap-
pens is one more good reason to go back and do it 
again.

In a similar way, when a person is on the hunt 
for a life-changing truth that is hidden in God’s 
written Word and it suddenly comes into view, 
there is a rejoicing that erupts in the soul that is dif-
ficult to describe.
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The Hunter’s Devotional8

My hope is that this book will be carried by 
hunters to the deer woods, turkey fields, elk moun-
tains, pronghorn prairies, water’s-edge duck blinds, 
and any other place they go to engage in the exhil-
arating challenge of the fair chase. While they’re 
waiting for the thrill of seeing the game, they can 
take a moment, read a page, and hopefully catch 
sight of a trophy of truth.

If this happens, the time I’ve invested in con-
necting the hunt for animals to the hunt for bib-
lical insight will have been worth it. May God get 
the glory for He alone is the provider for meat that 
feeds both the body and the soul.

Steve Chapman
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9

1

Hunting Expos
I am stirring up your sincere mind.

2 Peter 3:1

If you’re a fan of outdoor shows and expos like I 
am, then I know that you, too, enjoy walking the 
aisles lined with booths featuring products that 
feed your passion for hunting. If I had all the cash 
I’ve laid out for tickets to these events I’d probably 
have enough for those two hundred acres of game-
filled woods and fields I wish I had.

Have you ever noticed what time of the year 
these shows typically happen? It’s usually around 
late summer that our events take place here in Mid-
dle Tennessee. If this time frame is the same for 
your area, did you ever wonder why they chose late 
summer for hunting shows? I have a theory.

The event planners took a poll among bona fide 
hunters to find out when they feel most frustrated 
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The Hunter’s Devotional10

they can’t hunt. The results showed the longing to 
legally go chase something in the animal kingdom 
begins to build after turkey season closes in late 
spring and peaks around late July and August. It’s 
when a serious hunter’s trigger finger is twitching 
wildly, and he’s about to burst with “want to.”

I’m convinced the expo staff is sure that all they 
have to do to sell a ton of tickets is turn the heat up 
under the hunters’ adrenalin pot that is already at 
a near boil. They do it by strategically putting up a 
picture of a big buck on a roadside billboard with a 
date, place, and show time. Once that’s done, they 
know hunters will come running to the door. Why 
do I believe this works? Because it works on me.

Hunting show folks aren’t the only ones who 
know the value of stirring up emotions that are 
already cooking. In the apostle Peter’s second let-
ter, he begins the third chapter with, “This is now, 
beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in 
which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way 
of reminder, that you should remember the words 
spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by 
your apostles” (verses 1-2).
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The Hunter’s Devotional 11

Peter was writing to Christians who were scat-
tered throughout the world and were thought to 
be mostly Gentiles and not Jews. They were suffer-
ing because they were living in places where pagan-
ism and hostility led to many severe trials of their 
faith. Yet he knew in those who believed there was 
a hunger for peace, a longing for the persecution 
they were facing in the form of slander and vio-
lence to stop.

As a way of fostering or stirring up their hope, 
he urged them to not forget the words of the proph-
ets as well as the commandments of Jesus that had 
been delivered to them by their apostles. His goal 
was to spur the Christians to hold fast to their faith 
in the face of their trials, to be “looking for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God,” to be 

“looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells,” and to “be found by Him in 
peace, spotless and blameless” (verses 12, 13, and 
14).

Peter’s letter was a stirring one indeed, because 
it still stirs hearts to this day. I, for one, am deeply 
encouraged by it. I hope you’ll take the time to read 
both of Peter’s letters, because if you are looking 
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The Hunter’s Devotional12

forward to Christ’s return, you’ll be stirred by them 
even more than the news of a hunting expo that’s 
coming.

Lord, You know how to get the spiritual 

juices flowing in me. You do it through 

the writers of   Your recorded Word, 

and I thank You for it. Help me to 

understand and to never forget the 

precepts for right living that are 

found in the Bible. You are a kind 

Father for loving me enough to stir my heart, and 

Your timing is always perfect when it happens. 

Blessed be Your holy and exciting name! Amen.
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13

2

Music in the High Grass
I called you but you did not answer.

Jeremiah 7:13

Jason, Lindsey, and I arrived a little later than we 
wanted at the property we went to for a morn-
ing turkey hunt. We had to hurry to get our gear 
together, but within five minutes we were walk-
ing at a brisk pace to the far back field where we 
planned to set up. About three-quarters of the way 
there, I realized I had not silenced my phone like I 
normally do when I hunt.

Not wanting to slow us down, I wanted to turn 
the thing off while we were walking, so I felt for it 
in my belt holster, but it wasn’t there. I whispered 
loud enough to be heard by my buddies, “Stop, 
guys! I’ve lost my phone.”

I don’t remember which one said it, but I got 
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The Hunter’s Devotional14

some sympathy when I heard, “Oh, no! What a 
bummer!”

I stood still for a moment and mentally replayed 
our walk from our vehicles. My heart sank deeper 
when I remembered a lot of it was through some 
knee-high grass. I knew what I had to do.

“Guys, I hate to do it, but I gotta backtrack and 
see if I can find my phone. There’s way too much 
information in it to not try to find it.”

Then it hit me. I had not yet set it to silent.
“Lindsey, do you have your phone with you?”
I was relieved when he said, “I do.”
“Can I use it to call my number? Maybe I’ll hear 

my tone in the grass.”
With Lindsey’s phone in hand I retraced our 

path and called my number about every ten to fif-
teen yards. After nearly twenty calls I finally heard 
the faint sound of mandolin music in the distance. 
My custom call alert was definitely music to my 
ears.

When I rescued my phone I realized I would 
have never found it in the deep, thick grass where 
it had fallen without the other phone. I said a 
quick thanks to the Lord for helping me find it 
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The Hunter’s Devotional 15

and headed to the field where Jason and Lindsey 
waited. I managed to rescue my wayward device 
and get back to my buddies a few minutes before 
the birds woke up. All was well.

When I got home that afternoon, I told Annie 
about using Lindsey’s phone to find my phone and 
how sweet it was to hear it respond. She said, “I’m 
so happy for you,” and then added a sobering truth.  

“If your phone had been off, you would have cried 
out, but your little lost lamb would not have heard 
and answered.”

A little while later, Annie came into my man 
cave and said, “Forgive the pun, but your phone 
story has a familiar ring to it. If you’ll look at Jere-
miah 7, you’ll see what I’m referring to.”

I turned to my desktop and entered a web 
search for the verse. Sure enough, she was right. 
Speaking on behalf of God to the people of Israel, 
the prophet said, “ ‘Because you have done all these 
things [broken several commandments and com-
mitted abominations],’ declares the Lord, ‘and 
I spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but 
you did not hear, and I called you but you did not 
answer’” (verse 13).
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The Hunter’s Devotional16

Because the people chose not to answer God 
when He spoke to them about their sin, He warned 
them that He would cast them out of His sight. 
If they had been like my phone in the high grass 
that answered when I called it, they would not have 
faced such a horrible consequence.

I certainly wouldn’t want to be silent if God 
called out to me. Instead, I want to do what Zac-
chaeus did when he heard Jesus say, “ ‘Hurry and 
come down, for today I must stay at your house.’ 
And he hurried and came down and received 
Him gladly” (Luke 19:5-6). Zacchaeus heard and 
answered. What Jesus said to him after he hit the 
ground told him that his life would never be the 
same. The Lord told him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house…For the Son of Man has come 
to seek and to save that which was lost” (verses 9-10).

That good news is as current today as it was 
then. If you haven’t yet heard His call in your heart, 
whatever you do, when you hear it, make sure you 
answer so you, too, will be found.
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The Hunter’s Devotional 17

Thanks be to You, O Lord, for call-

ing out to me. I know I need to answer 

so that I can be rescued from the 

thick, high weeds of sin. I don’t want 

to be lost and never found. Blessed 

be Your name for Your great love 

that seeks to find me. Let salvation  

come to my house. I will forever rejoice in Your 

redeeming love. In Christ’s name, amen.
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3

Whisper
After the earthquake came a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire. And after 

the fire came a gentle whisper.

1 Kings 19:12 niv

Usually when a hunter suddenly whispers to another 
hunter, it’s because something is happening in the 
woods and their emotions have ramped up. For 
example, when my son, Nathan, was about thirteen 
years old, I took him deer hunting on my father-in-
law’s farm in West Virginia. The difference between 
this hunt and other trips he had made with me was 
this was his first time to be in charge of my Marlin 
.30-30 rifle.

We were walking along a ridge to a place to sit 
for a while when I glimpsed two deer coming our 
way. I stopped and put my hand behind my back 
to give Nathan the stop-and-get-down signal. As 
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The Hunter’s Devotional 19

we slowly crouched behind a huge oak, I whispered 
excitedly, “Get your gun ready! Get your gun ready!”

The deer came within fifteen yards of us, but 
they were females. With a buck-only tag, Nathan 
didn’t get a chance to fire the Marlin, but he’s told 
me more than once that of all his hunting memo-
ries, this moment is one of his favorites. Hearing 
my sudden, breathy, adrenalin-driven command, 

“Get your gun ready!” resulted in his first serious 
case of buck fever. He says it’s a feeling he fondly 
remembers to this day.

I can think of another fellow who well remem-
bers hearing a whisper. In his case, the lowered 
voice came from God. The man’s name was Eli-
jah. He had killed a bunch of false prophets who 
worked for the evil king Ahab and his queen, Jeze-
bel. The royal couple didn’t like what Elijah had 
done, and he fled to a cave near Mount Horeb to 
escape their plan to kill him (see 1 Kings 19:1-8).

God instructed Elijah to leave the cave and go 
up the mountain. It was there that God revealed 
Himself to the prophet, but He didn’t do it in a 
mighty wind or in an earthquake or in fire. Instead, 
it was in a “gentle blowing,” a still, small voice, that 
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The Hunter’s Devotional20

God communicated with the fleeing Elijah and 
instructed him on what to do to save his life.

If there was ever a time that God’s people need 
to hear His whispers, it’s now. We desperately need 
to know how to get through the wilderness of this 
darkening culture, and He alone knows the path 
we need to follow. We need His guidance with 
decisions regarding our family relationships. We 
need discernment when it comes to spiritual con-
nections with those who claim to follow him. We 
need to know what to do with our finances. And 
we have a host of other extremely important mat-
ters that require God’s divine directives. Without 
His leading, we’ll be lost.

Here’s a song lyric that came about as I thought 
about how much we all need to hear the gentle 
voice of our heavenly Shepherd. I have a feeling this 
prayer is yours as well.

Whisper

Father, in the chaos of this world and all it’s 
noise

We want to hear You speaking, we need to 
hear Your voice

We don’t ask for thunder or a mighty wind or 
fire
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The Hunter’s Devotional 21

But like You did for Elijah, this is our desire
Would You
Whisper

We need to hear from You
Whisper
Just tell us what to do
Every step we take
We need You to lead the way
So to me and my brothers and my sisters
Would You whisper

From Your throne in heaven You see the 
danger up ahead

You know the way around it and how we 
must be led

But we can’t hear Your warning with our 
human ears

So, Father, deep inside our spirits would You 
let us hear

Your whisper

Oh to know Your will is our mission
But we need Your grace to help us stay close 

enough to listen when You
Whisper.*

*  Steve Chapman, Times & Seasons Music, Inc., BMI, 2015.
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4

No Other Name
There is salvation in no one else; for there 

is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.

Acts 4:12

If a group of hunters were asked to tell which rifle 
or bow they prefer, you can be sure you wouldn’t 
hear their preferences mentioned apologetically. 
Instead, you might see some gun owner’s eyes 
widen with excitement as they say Remington, 
Winchester, Ruger, Mossberg, Benelli, Smith & 
Wesson, Henry, Marlin, or Harrington & Rich-
ardson. The archers might speak with pride about 
Mathews, PSE, Parker, Hoyt, Excalibur, Ten Point, 
Black Widow, Bear, Bowtech, or Diamond.

Brand names like these are spoken by hunters 
with confidence because they believe in the qual-
ity they represent. The brand of a gun, for example, 

Hunter's Devotional_The.indd   22 2/17/16   1:52 PM

Copyrighted material 



The Hunter’s Devotional 23

can suggest valued features, such as balance and 
weight, stock shape and material, appearance, reli-
able accuracy, how it receives a scope, or how fast 
or flat the caliber shoots. For archers, the brand of a 
bow can testify to its reputation for quiet operation, 
how light it feels, how smooth it shoots, or how lit-
tle tuning it requires.

In the way that the brand of a firearm or bow 
speaks of the respected and desired qualities that 
hunters highly regard, the name of Jesus Christ car-
ries with it an incredible reputation that His fol-
lowers gladly honor. His name refers to awesome 
qualities that include:

• The source of our salvation from sins
• Pure goodness
• Boundless mercy
• Complete righteousness
• Tender forgiveness
• Generous provision
• Healing for body, soul, and spirit
• Blessed hope
• Victory over death and the grave
• Abundant life
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The Hunter’s Devotional24

Eventually, every one alive, those who have 
lived, and those who are yet to be born will see 
and admit that Christ’s name fully represents all 
these attributes and much more. This will be true 
because God Himself “highly exalted Him, and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee [not 
some knees] will [not might] bow, of those who are 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
that every tongue [not just a few] will [not possi-
bly] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

It’s by God’s amazing grace that I will be among 
those who believe in the matchless name of the 
one who is worthy of all praise. Do you believe? 
If not, I offer the following prayer for you from 
Ephesians 1:18-21:

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlight-

ened, so that you will know what is the hope of 

His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpass-

ing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 
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The Hunter’s Devotional 25

These are in accordance with the 

working of the strength of His might 

which He brought about in Christ, 

when He raised Him from the dead 

and seated Him at His right hand in 

the heavenly places, far above all 

rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the one to come.

In the mighty name of Jesus, amen. 
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