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This book is dedicated to Pop’s four best buddies— 
Harper, Casady, Presley, and Connor.  

May you always walk with Jesus.
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7

How to Read This Book

Are you ready to learn about Jesus and grow in  
 your faith? In this book, you’ll find 52 devotions 

all about Jesus and you. You can read one devotion a 
week—maybe on Sunday evenings, or whenever you 
like—and learn a ton about Jesus in a year. (Remem-
ber, a year has 52 weeks.) Or you can read the book at 
a quicker pace. It’s totally up to you!

You might also want to get together with some 
friends to read the book. It would be fun to go through 
it with your Sunday school class, small group, or Bible 
club if you’re involved in one of those. Another great 
option is to grab a pen and notebook so you can journal 
as you read. Once again, it’s totally up to you!

No matter what you choose, enjoy your time discov-
ering Jesus and learning how He wants to help you live 
your best life every single day.
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1

We Are Family!
But to all who believed him and accepted him,  

he gave the right to become children of God. 

—John 1:12

If you’re like a lot of people, your favorite holiday is Christ-
mas. There’s so much to love about that season, especially 

celebrating the birth of Jesus with family and friends.
On December 25, we remember that day thousands of 

years ago when Jesus was born. And while every child’s birth 
is a very special event, the birth of Jesus was not your typi-
cal birth. People had been looking forward to it for more than 
four thousand years. That’s a long time to be expecting a baby!

Have you ever made a family tree? A family tree lists your 
parents, your grandparents, your great-grandparents, and 
all your relatives as far back as you can find them. The very 
beginning of the New Testament lists the names of every-
one in Jesus’s family tree. Way back at the beginning of time, 
God made a promise that He would one day send a king who 
would be the Savior of the world.

God doesn’t do anything randomly. He always had a plan 
and a purpose for Jesus, and He always has a plan and a pur-
pose for us.
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If you’ve accepted Jesus into your heart, you’re also a 
part of God’s family. Jesus’s family tree is your family tree! 
No matter who your family is and no matter how much of 
your family tree you can draw, God is happy to welcome you 
into His family. You’re an important branch on His tree, and 
He has an amazing plan for your life.

Being a part of the family of God is so awesome that we 
don’t have to wait until December 25 to celebrate. We can 
celebrate being a part of His family every day of the year!

 Jesus, thank You that I am part of   Your family and 
that I can celebrate You every day of the year!

Take This with You
God’s family tree is the best place to be.
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2

God Loves Misfits
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that 

even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave 

us life when he raised Christ from the dead.

 —Ephesians 2:4-5

You might think someone as amazing as Jesus would 
have come from a line of rich and famous people who 

totally followed God and never did anything wrong, but 
that’s actually not true at all. Some of the people in Jesus’s 
family tree were poor. Others were thought of as different 
or strange. Some were big-time sinners. You can even add 
wicked kings to the bunch. The truth is, Jesus came from a 
long line of misfits!

Your family doesn’t have a lot of money? No problem! 
Jesus Himself was born in a stable, the son of a carpenter, 
not a prince who was born in a palace. You’re not the most 
popular person in your class? That’s just fine! Jesus wasn’t 
very popular with His own people. Your best friend isn’t 
speaking to you? Not to worry! Jesus knew what it was like 
to have a best friend turn on Him.

Want to know something really crazy? Jesus was a misfit. 
Totally telling the truth here! No, He didn’t sin. But He did 
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His own thing. He didn’t act the way people expected Him 
to act. He didn’t hang out with the people others expected 
Him to hang out with. He may not have even looked the way 
people expected Him to look. The people were expecting 
a powerful king, not some carpenter-turned-teacher who 
was leading around a sketchy group of followers. You might 
even call Him the “misfit Messiah.”

That’s good news for us! You can be exactly who you are, 
and God will love you. You don’t have to look perfect. You 
don’t have to act perfect. You don’t have to be perfect at all. 
You just have to believe that Jesus—who was perfect—was 
the Son of God and that He died for your sins (your imper-
fections). That’s all that matters to Him!

 Jesus, thank You for Your love and grace. Thank You 
that I don’t have to be perfect and that You love me and 
accept me just the way I am.

Take This with You  
Even though I’m not perfect,  

God still loves me.
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You Are Royalty!
The Lord will hold you in his hand for all to see— 

a splendid crown in the hand of God.

 —Isaiah 62:3

Have you ever dreamed of living in a castle and having 
an entire kingdom to call your own? It would be fun to 

be royalty, wouldn’t it?
Actually, you probably are royalty! People who study 

the history of families have figured out that every person 
on earth is no doubt descended from one royal person or 
another. You are royalty and don’t even know it! I bet you 
had no idea you have the blood of some king or queen flow-
ing through your veins.

What’s even better, if you believe in Jesus and are a part 
of His family, you’re part of the greatest royal family ever. 
You’re descended not just from any old king but from the 
King of kings.

It’s pretty amazing to realize you’re part of the royal 
family of God, isn’t it? And, even better, you can personally 
know the King himself. Jesus tells us, “I love you. I want to 
be your Savior. I want to save you from your sins. You are 
important to My heart.”
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Can you imagine a king coming down from his lavish 
castle to live among the common people? Giving up his 
banquet table with all that fancy food and living on bread 
and water with those who couldn’t afford much? Can you 
imagine a king leaving his luxurious robes and treasury of 
jewels behind and dressing in ordinary—or even tattered— 
clothing and wandering from place to place, not really hav-
ing a home? That’s what Jesus did. He did it for you and me.

It might be a little bit hard to understand why Jesus 
chose to become human and live in our world. The impor-
tant thing is that you understand why He did it—because 
He loves us and wants us all to be a part of His royal family.

 Jesus, thank You for becoming part of the human fam-
ily so I could become a part of   Your royal heavenly family. 
Teach me how to live for You, love You, and do Your will.

Take This with You
If I am a child of God, I am a son or daughter  

of royalty. I am a prince or a princess!
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Bread for the Journey
Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life.  

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. 

Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

—John 6:35

Can you remember the last time you ate some bread? 
Maybe you ate a bagel with cream cheese for break-

fast. Or a sandwich for lunch. And there’s that yummy, but-
tery garlic bread you enjoy with a spaghetti dinner. Just go 
to a grocery store or restaurant to see how much bread peo-
ple eat every day—pancakes and waffles and French toast, 
sandwiches and wraps, pizza and biscuits. Bread is every-
where! Even if people don’t have very much to eat, they 
almost always have bread.

When Jesus said, “I am the bread of life,” I’m guessing He 
got some confused looks. How could a person be bread? We 
don’t know for sure what Jesus looked like, but I’m certain 
He didn’t look like a tortilla or a dinner roll!

But think about it this way. Bread is the one thing most 
humans share in common. If poor people don’t have any-
thing else, they probably have bread. Rich people who have 
everything else will usually also eat bread. Even if you can’t 
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eat gluten, you can probably eat gluten-free bread. Bread is 
important to life. And, like bread, Jesus is essential for life!

Hunger—for things like bread—is something God built 
into our bodies to remind us to eat. After all, we’ll die with-
out food. God has also built another kind of hunger into 
our bodies—the hunger for Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. 
That kind of hunger is only satisfied by having a relation-
ship with Jesus—praying, reading our Bible, and putting 
our trust in Him.

The next time you eat a piece of bread, thank God for giv-
ing you both food for your body and Jesus—the Bread of 
Life—for your soul. 

 Thank You, Jesus, for giving me not only bread to eat 
but also for giving me the gift of   You—the Bread of Life. 
With You, I will never go hungry.

Take This with You
Jesus satisfies the hunger of my heart.
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Turn on the Light
Jesus spoke to the people once more and said,  

“I am the light of the world. If you follow me,  

you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will 

have the light that leads to life.”

—John 8:12

Years ago, I visited a place called Mammoth Cave. It was 
the first and only time I was ever in a cavern like that, 

and I’ll never forget it. We descended deep into the cave, 
and then—without any warning—the guide turned off his 
flashlight. Talk about freaky!

Being in complete darkness is super scary. You feel help-
less. You have no idea what’s around you. But physical dark-
ness—like the darkness in the cave—is nothing compared 
to spiritual darkness. When you’re in spiritual darkness, 
you don’t have any hope or joy. It’s a scary place to be.

What do you do at home when the power goes out and 
you need to see? Do you try to sweep out the darkness with 
a broom or vacuum it away? No, you wouldn’t do anything 
silly like that. You would turn on a flashlight or light a can-
dle. The only thing that gets rid of darkness is light!

In John 8:12, Jesus doesn’t just say He is a light. He says 
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He is the light. And He doesn’t just say He is the light for 
some people in some places—like in a creepy cave. He’s the 
light of the entire world.

Because Jesus is always with us, we always have a source 
of light. And when we believe in Him and follow Him, we 
shine His light in the dark too. The more lights that shine, 
the brighter the world becomes.

Escaping from darkness is as easy as turning on the light!

 Jesus, shine Your light in my heart and life. And help 
me shine Your light for others.

Take This with You
Jesus wants me to shine His light for others.
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A Safe Place
I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 

came before me were thieves and robbers. But the 

true sheep did not listen to them. Yes, I am the gate. 

Those who come in through me will be saved. They 

will come and go freely and will find good pastures.

—John 10:7-9

Do you have any animals? If you do, you know they need 
care. The goldfish needs to be fed. A dog needs food 

and water daily, and it also needs to be walked. Chickens 
need to be fed and watered, their eggs must be collected, 
and they need to be shut in every night.

And what about sheep? How do you take care of them? 
If you’re a shepherd—someone who takes care of sheep—
you need to give them food and water, of course. But prob-
ably your most important job is getting them safely into 
their pen at night. Back in Bible times, the sheep pen wasn’t 
a big red barn. It was a space out in a field where, on four 
sides, rocks would be piled about a foot high, with a small 
opening on one side where the sheep would go in at night. 
The shepherd would lie down at that opening and become 

52 Weeks with Jesus for Kids.indd   19 3/16/16   3:31 PM

Copyrighted material 



20  •  52 WEEKS WITH JESUS FOR KIDS

20   •   52 WEEKS WITH JESUS FOR KIDS

the gate for the flock. Nothing could go in or out unless the 
shepherd let it.

That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “I am the gate for 
the sheep.” Jesus is the shepherd and we are His sheep. He 
keeps us—His sheep—safe all the time.

If sheep know the shepherd is protecting them, they feel 
safe to come and go and wander in and out of the pen. If we 
know Jesus is protecting us, we’ll feel safe as we come and 
go different places—from home to school, from school to 
a friend’s house, from church to summer camp. As long as 
you know Jesus is your “gate”—your safe place—you will 
feel cared for and loved.

 Jesus, thank You that You are my gate to a wonderful 
life and that You have invited me to enter in. I trust You 
to care for me.

Take This with You
If Jesus is the gate for my life,  

I’ll always be protected.
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