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9section

introduction 
to 

Creation

“In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” 

(Genesis 1:1)
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10 Guide to Creation

Why Study Creation?

Knowing where we came from is extremely import-
 ant. If mankind is just the end result of mindless 

natural processes operating over billions of pur-
poseless years, then our lives mean nothing and 

everything we do is ultimately pointless.

But if God made mankind in His own 
image to serve a purpose, then each of our 
lives is packed with meaning. Our Cre-
ator specifi cally set each of us 
on Earth to play our 
part according to 
His excellent and 
loving plan.

And if the 
biblical 

account 
of creation 

is true—if God 
really created the world in six literal days, just as Gene-
sis says—then we can be sure that the rest of the Bible’s 
message is true. We can be confi dent that it is worthy 
of our complete trust in all matters, whether of sci-
ence, faith, or the way we should live our lives.

Why should we study 
God’s creation? In short, 

it’s because that investiga-
tion will help answer our most 

signifi cant questions about life, 
the world, its origin, its 
purpose—and ultimately 

why we are here.

Why Study Creation?

Knowing where we came from is extremely import-
 ant. If mankind is just the end result of mindless 

natural processes operating over billions of pur-
poseless years, then our lives mean nothing and 

everything we do is ultimately pointless.

But if God made mankind in His own 
image to serve a purpose, then each of our 
lives is packed with meaning. Our Cre-
ator specifi cally set each of us 
on Earth to play our 
part according to 
His excellent and 
loving plan.

And if the 
biblical 

account 
of creation 

lives is packed with meaning. Our Cre-
ator specifi cally set each of us 

sis says—then we can be sure that the rest of the Bible’s 

What can God’s creation tell 
me about its Creator?
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11Introduction to creation

A Framework of History
Facts don’t always speak for themselves, and each person interprets what they see 
according to what they believe. Our beliefs about the past become the keys to un-
derstanding history. Imagine trying to reconstruct the detailed series of events that 
occurred on a Civil War battlefi eld. You might fi nd some bullets, but they don’t tell 
much. Th e way to learn history is to study what those near to the experience said 
about it, and then see how the evidence supports that account. Similarly, we learn 
more about the history of the world by studying what the fi rst people recorded, not 
by just examining fossils, DNA, or planets. Scripture includes accounts by those who, 
while recording their experiences with God, recorded history. 

With no written records, one could interpret scattered Civil War bullets in any num-
ber of ways. But those artifacts hold great signifi cance when interpreted according to 

reliable history. In the same way, the evidence of creation holds great signifi cance 
in the context of scriptural history. And all the information—whether 

from outer space, animal life, or inside the earth—matches 
what the Bible says.

Biblical History Secular History
Earth is thousands of years old. Earth is billions of years old.

Life comes from the living God. Life comes from nonliving matter and energy.

Creatures are well-designed by a Creatures are cobbled together by natural 
  supernatural Creator.   processes.

Members of the same kind are related. All creatures are related.

Death occurs aft er sin entered the world. Death occurs before sin entered the world.

Why is the world so perfectly 
fi t for life but at the same time 

full of imperfections?

If the things scientists write 
oppose what the Bible says, 

whom do I believe and why?

The Wonder of It All 
One more signifi cant reason to study God’s creation is simple and oft en over-
looked—to appreciate God for what He has done. From the intricate design 
of DNA molecules to the grand display of stars, any person who knows and 
trusts the great Creator has the privilege of giving praise, not to the creation 
itself, but to the One who made it all!
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12 Guide to Creation

Finding Answers

It is human nature to want to understand our world 
better and to better understand our place in it. Scientifi c 

inquiry allows us to gain a deeper knowledge of the uni-
verse, life on Earth, and the Creator of all things. While 
we can’t know everything, we can understand some basics.

The Limits of Science
Most questions about origins are out of reach of lab-based science. We 
cannot perform a test-tube experiment to measure the character of 
God, nor can we test whether or not humans were created, since that 
is a one-time event that occurred in the past. But there are other ways 
to learn about purposes and origins. Scientifi c discoveries can improve 
our lives and put a man on the moon, but science cannot answer every 
question.

Influenced by Our Beliefs
People tend to approach the question of origins with ideas 
already in place about how everything got started. Th is is 
good if we have the right understanding because it saves 
time trying to repeatedly verify the truthfulness of each 
word or observation we encounter. But this is bad if we 
have some wrong ideas. What we see in the earth, seas, 
and skies does not provide our ideas about where we came 
from. Instead, we fi t the evidence into what we already 
believe. 
from. Instead, we fi t the evidence into what we already 
believe. 
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13Introduction to creation

To Trust a Scientist
If human interpretations appear 
to confl ict with God’s revelation, 
our fi rst step is to re-evaluate 
the human interpretations. 
Since even scientists are fallible 
people, and especially since so 
many secular scientists reject 
Scripture, it stands to reason 
that they—not God—may 
be at fault. Th is book 
shows a few key places 
where they have 
gone wrong, 
and presents 
the evi-
dence that 
shows how 
strongly 
science 
confi rms 
Scripture.

shows a few key places 

“For by Him all things 
were created that are in 
heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or do-

minions or principalities 
or powers. All things were 
created through Him and 
for Him. And He is before 

all things, and in Him 
all things consist.” 

(Colossians 1:16-17)

Scientific Theories
Normally, scientifi c theories are established through the scientifi c method. 
A hypothesis is proposed that makes specifi c testable predictions about 
the future outcome of an experiment or class of experiments. Th en various 
experiments are performed and repeated under a variety of conditions. If 
the experiments verify the predictions of the hypothesis, then it is eventu-
ally elevated to the level of a theory. Th e theory is not necessarily proven at 

this point, but there is good reason to think it truthfully represents 
some aspects of the universe. However, if even one experiment 

generates an outcome contrary to the hypothesis, then the 
hypothesis is considered refuted. For example, gravity 

fi ts the defi nition of a scientifi c theory, but evolution 
and the Big Bang do not because they fail to make 

testable predictions that can be verifi ed.

Tools We Can Use
Th e Lord has given us several diff erent tools that we can use to learn 
about the universe. Some tools are better for some types of knowl-
edge than others. We use logic and mathematics to learn about 
numbers and the relationships between them. We can use history 

books to learn about events that have transpired in the past. 
We can use scientifi c procedures to learn about how 

the universe operates today. 

Th e best of these tools is the Bible because it is direct 
and clear revelation from God and is there-

fore without error. Th e Bible is primarily a 
history book, but it also touches on other 
topics such as science and mathematics. 
Th ere are some topics that we couldn’t 
know about any other way, except from 
Scripture—like what happens aft er you die 
or how the universe began.  In fact, the 
Bible provides the logical foundation for 
all the other tools that we use.

Knowledge of the universe is possible 
only because God has revealed Himself 
to human beings. Th e Bible teaches that 
God made our mind and our senses, and 
He has “hardwired” us to know that we 
can rely on these things to learn about the 
universe. Without such revelation from 
God, we couldn’t know anything.
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14 Guide to Creation

Six Days of Creation

In the Beginning 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 

Th e Bible tells us who God is—the triune Creator God who chose to 
make mankind in His image and who reveals Himself through Christ 
Jesus and the Bible. Specifi cally, the fi rst book of the Bible, Genesis, 
reveals what we could never know otherwise about origins, such as 

where we came from, how we got here, and why God made us. No 
other source does that.

According to the Bible, God created all things. Scientists study 
nature in order to better understand the world around us, and 

while the Bible doesn’t give us all the scientifi c data, it does provide 
the basic framework within which we can interpret scientifi c observa-

tions. Evaluating evidence is a key component in the search for truth, not 

Day 1 
In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. Th e earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2)
God established the triune nature of the uni-
verse on the fi rst day—the beginning (time), 
the heavens (space), and the earth (matter). 
He also established the defi nition for a day: 
“God divided the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness 
He called Night. So the evening and the 
morning were the fi rst day” (Genesis 1:4-5).

Day 2
Th en God said, “Let there be a fi rmament in 
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters.” Th us God made the 
fi rmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the fi rmament from the waters 
which were above the fi rmament; and it was 
so. And God called the fi rmament Heaven. So 
the evening and the morning were the second 
day. (Genesis 1:6-8)
God shaped the “fi rmament,” or the atmo-
sphere. He also divided the surface water 
(“waters below the fi rmament”) from the 
“waters above the fi rmament.” Liquid 
water and the earth’s atmosphere are 
essential and perfectly suited for living 
things, and God’s activities on the second 
day show that He intended to make Earth 
a special place.

Day 3
Th en God said, “Let 
the waters under 
the heavens be 
gathered together 
into one place, 
and let the dry 
land appear”; 
and it was so. And 
God called the dry 
land Earth, and the 
gathering together of 
the waters He called Seas. And God saw that 

it was good. Th en God 
said, “Let the earth 
bring forth grass, the 
herb that yields seed, 
and the fruit tree that 
yields fruit according 

to its kind, whose seed 
is in itself, on the earth”; 

and it was so. And the earth 
brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed 
according to its kind, and the tree that yields 
fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. So the 
evening and the morning were the third day. 
(Genesis 1:9-13)
Under God’s commands, Earth 
began taking shape. He set 
boundaries for the waters and 
made the dry land appear, 
which allowed for grass, 
herbs (shrubs and bushes), 
and trees. Th e grass, herbs, 
and trees were the fi rst part 
of creation that God gave 
the ability to reproduce “aft er 
its kind.”

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 

make mankind in His image and who reveals Himself through Christ 
Jesus and the Bible. Specifi cally, the fi rst book of the Bible, Genesis, 
reveals what we could never know otherwise about origins, such as 

where we came from, how we got here, and why God made us. No 
other source does that.

it was good. Th en God 
said, “Let the earth 

is in itself, on the earth”; 
and it was so. And the earth 
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