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Part 1

Power in His 
Positions
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11

1

Immanuel

Names matter.
When you say the name of a person, you are speak‑

ing of their identity. If you were to approach a group of people 
whom you know and ask to speak to someone named Avery, it 
would be Avery who answered. It wouldn’t be Chris. The rea‑
son why Avery would answer is because that is his name. That 
is his identity. It is not Chris’ identity. 

Names are more than nomenclature. Names involve iden‑
tity. In the Bible, names were often given at the earliest pos‑
sible time in an effort by the parents to define the hopes and 
dreams of their child. Thus, the parents would choose a name 
to reflect what the child was destined to become. 

Names matter. 
Some names live in infamy. You don’t see a parent naming 

their child Adolf Hitler, Judas, Jezebel, or Benedict Arnold. 
If they did, most people would question their mental health. 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names12

Some might ask, “Why did you name your child this? Don’t 
you know what that name stands for?” 

Why? Because names matter.
There are other names that, when spoken, immediately 

conjure up thoughts reaching far beyond the syllables them‑
selves. If a person mentions Bill Gates, most people think 
of wealth and success. If you talk about Obama or Trump, 
you’re going to conjure up thoughts about an office and posi‑
tion—and perhaps some strong feelings. If someone brings up 
Michael Jordan, then basketball and greatness come to mind. 
This is because a name reflects an identity. 

If names matter to us, you can imagine they matter all the 
more to God—the Creator and originator of humanity, in 
whose image we have been made. 

The various names of God reflect His character and attri‑
butes. He refers to Himself throughout Scripture with many 
different names. Each one draws us into a quality of and rela‑
tional connection with Him that help us to identify who He 
is in each particular moment and situation. The variety of His 
names enables us to get to know Him better, as well as to 
understand the numerous ways He is able to work both in and 
through our lives.

Not only does God the Father go by many meaningful 
names, but Jesus—God the Son—has a number of names 
Himself. Before we dive deeply into any of them, let’s spend 
a moment setting the stage. You’re invited to take a seat as the 
curtain is drawn and the first scene begins, revealing and wel‑
coming Jesus into the world. 

Let’s direct our attention back to about 2,000 years ago. 
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13Immanuel

A Unique Birth
A new birth in a royal family usually comes with great 

pomp and fanfare. There is massive media saturation and a lot 
of celebration. But not in the case of Jesus. He came as a king, 
and He could have been born in a castle. Yet the babe was born 
in a barn to parents who were both unknown and poor, and 
He arrived with little worldly notice. Nobody sent flowers. No 
nursemaid helped with his diapers. The few gifts He received 
would come much later.

Why should we even give attention to Jesus? Because heav‑
en’s own heart had beat in the womb of a young woman for 
the previous nine months. Most likely just a young teenager 
herself, Jesus’ mother, Mary, was full of a faith far greater than 
the years she had known. Out of her body came God’s omnip‑
otence covered in humanity’s limitations. 

Her child was flesh, bones, sinew, and blood. Yet He was 
also the perfection of deity. He felt hunger because He was 
fully human, yet He would later feed five thousand because 
He was fully God (Luke 9:10-17). He grew thirsty because He 
was fully human, yet He would one day walk on water because 
He was fully God (   John 6:16-21). Raised by a peasant girl and 
a carpenter, He grew in knowledge (Luke 2:52), yet He also 
knew what others thought (Matthew 9:3-4). 

Jesus’ birth was like no other, for in Him, God took on 
human flesh. Deity was wearing a diaper. 

But how did a virgin have a baby? 
If anyone knew about the difficulties surrounding a virgin 

birth, it was Luke. Luke, the writer of the Gospel bearing his 
name, was a physician by trade and a Greek by culture. His 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names14

mind was committed to details, data, and order. His writings 
reflect organization and careful research. No hint of fairy tale, 
myth, or fable surrounds his words. Luke was a scholar and an 
intellect. If anyone should know that a virgin cannot give birth, 
it would be a doctor. Yet it was a doctor who wrote of the vir‑
gin birth as fluidly as if taking down notes on a patient’s chart. 

Patient: Mary

History: Virgin

Status: Mother

When I go to the doctor, I usually have a written list of 
questions I want to ask. You also might make a list; after all, 
it’s not every day we have the opportunity to talk with a doc‑
tor. On top of that, a doctor’s time is usually rushed. I’ve found 
that if I don’t have my questions prepared and written, I’ll go 
through my appointment, get out to my car, and then remem‑
ber that one important thing I had intended to ask. 

Having likely dealt with his own patients throughout years 
of practice, Luke probably grew to anticipate questions as well. 
Considering the uniqueness of Mary’s situation, he might 
have known that most people would ask how a virgin could 
have a baby. Maybe that’s why he chose to make the point so 
clear from the start. 

Twice in Luke 1:26-33, Luke used the word virgin. Twice 
he drew attention to the single detail that’s critical to every‑
thing else. Twice he piqued our interest with such a seemingly 
obvious contradiction. After all, everyone knows that a virgin 
can’t have a baby!
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15Immanuel

Luke’s emphasis highlights God’s role in this event. This 
was no ordinary conception. Don’t miss that. Without this dis‑
tinction, Mary’s child would have been like everyone else’s. Yet 
in this one unique conception and birth, the immaterial and 
the material merged. Nobility entered poverty. Divine holi‑
ness combined with humanity. God became human.

Matthew wasn’t a doctor, but in his Gospel, he gave another 
testimony to highlight the virgin birth. In our Lord’s geneal‑
ogy, he wrote, “Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary, 
who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Messiah” (Matthew 
1:16 hcsb).

The first who is important in this verse. It is a feminine sin‑
gular relative pronoun in the Greek. Now, don’t get tripped up 
by all those terms. Basically, what the language tells us is that 
Jesus was conceived through Mary, but not by Joseph. In other 
words, Joseph was Mary’s husband, but he wasn’t Jesus’ father. 
Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit so that His human 
nature might be sinless. His humanity had both a heavenly 
origin through the power of God’s Spirit and an earthly origin 
through Mary. The virgin birth thus circumvented the trans‑
fer of a sinful nature.

The angel Gabriel had been sent by God to communicate 
the circumstances of Jesus’ conception and birth to Mary. It 
was certainly unique to have an angelic visit, and his words 
were even more unusual. But, as Gabriel said, none of this 
should cause fear in Mary because “the Lord is with you” (see 
Luke 1:28,30).

Gabriel went on to make Mary aware of the special role 
Jesus would play in history—and for all eternity. “He will be 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names16

great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His king‑
dom will have no end” (verses 32-33).

As Messiah and King over all, Jesus has already established 
the rules of His reign. He has set the tone through His life. In 
His kingdom, neither race nor gender nor wealth nor social 
status determines our place in Him (Galatians 3:28). Christ 
gives strength to the weak who recognize their weakness and 
look to Him. Forgiveness trumps bitterness, and the amount 
of money you have (or don’t have) doesn’t matter; what mat‑
ters is the heart. Significance in Jesus’ kingdom is tied to ser‑
vice (   John 13:12-17). 

The baby born of the virgin, laid in the soft hay of a man‑
ger, came not only to live and die, but to reign in power and 
glory. Through Jesus, the God of heaven has set up a kingdom 
that will never be destroyed nor left to another people (Daniel 
2:44). His kingdom and reign will last forever.

Mary did not doubt the announcement from Gabriel, but 
she did ask a question: “How?” (see Luke 1:34). She didn’t 
question God’s power or ability, but she wondered how He 
would accomplish the miraculous.

Gabriel’s response is rich with meaning: “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you” (verse 35). Ponder that statement in light of 
other Scriptures.

“A child will be born to us, a son will be given to us” (Isaiah 
9:6). Notice that one word: given. The Son was given by God. 
As the Son of God, Jesus already existed, but He came to earth 
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17Immanuel

through human birth. That’s why it could be said of Him that 
He created the universe. Too many people want to keep Jesus 
in the manger because they don’t want to deal with His deity. 
As long as they can keep Him asleep in the stable, they don’t 
have to reckon with the reality that He’s God on a throne. But 
He was already God. Thus, the Son had to be “given.”

“When the time came to completion, God sent His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4 hcsb). 
Paul highlighted the reality of deity merging with humanity. 
God sent His Son—the Son was “given”—yet Jesus was “born 
of a woman.” God became a man. This verse clearly summa‑
rizes the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

The two natures of Jesus Christ form what theologians call 
the hypostatic union. If you don’t know what that means, it’s 
just a big term that simply refers to the reality that Jesus is 
made up of undiminished deity and perfect humanity. He 
became no less God when He became human. Mary did not 
give birth to both God and a man. Jesus was not 50 percent 
human and 50 percent God. Rather, Mary gave birth to the 
God-man—God with us, Immanuel. We read in Colossians 
1:19 that “God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in 
Him” (hcsb).

The Bible often equates Jesus with God, reinforcing this 
relationship. Genesis 1:1 tells us that God created the world, 
and Colossians 1:16 tells us that all things were created by 
Christ Jesus. So, either we have two creators, or the God of 
Genesis 1:1 is also the God of Colossians 1:16. Jesus Christ is 
distinct from God the Father in His person, yet equal with the 
Father in His deity. He took on human flesh, being born as a 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names18

baby in a world of darkness. He came for the purpose of mak‑
ing the invisible God visible to us in history. 

Jesus’ birth was a birth like no other because He is like 
no other. Jesus came to earth as the Son of God so that we 
may know God and experience Him more fully. That was His 
entrance. That was His birth. It was truly like no other. Why? 
Because Jesus is like no other. And one of the ways you and I 
can get to know Jesus more fully and the power He offers to 
give us in our daily lives is through coming to understand His 
names and how He chose to reveal Himself to us on earth. 

See, Jesus could have come to a castle and portrayed Him‑
self to be king. But then most of us who are from the common 
realms of life would never have been able to identify with Him. 
Rather, Jesus was born in a barn in the insignificant village of 
Bethlehem. There was no bed for His head. His parents were 
poor, young, and unknown. The society into which He came 
was one of chaos. That’s a life many of us can relate to. We can 
somehow identify with His struggle, lack, and loss. We can feel 
like He’s “one of our own.”

God gave us a Savior we could understand. In understand‑
ing Him and getting to know His names, we get to know and 
understand God all the more as well. John 1:18 says, “No one 
has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he 
has made him known” (esv).

If anybody comes to you claiming to have seen God, you’re 
looking at either a liar or a confused individual. The Scrip‑
ture says no one has seen God. Flimsy human bodies were 
never constructed to stand in the presence of His glory. It’s 
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19Immanuel

like staring straight into the sun. It can’t and shouldn’t be done. 
There’s too much power for a direct stare. 

So how could God fully reveal Himself without vaporizing 
us? Answer: He is fully revealed in Jesus. To understand Jesus 
is to understand God. 

Philip had been one of Jesus’ disciples for almost three years 
when he came up with an interesting request. “Show us the 
Father,” he said, “and it is enough for us” (   John 14:8). Jesus’ 
answer puts His purpose in perspective. “Have I been so long 
with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He 
who has seen Me has seen the Father” (verse 9). 

Jesus took everything there was to know about God and 
put it on a shelf we could reach. Jesus is the complete reve‑
lation of God. That’s why you can’t bypass Jesus and get to 
God. You can’t skip Jesus and have God. You can’t deny Jesus 
and know God. Jesus is the only begotten Son—the only one. 
Jesus is God with us. He is Immanuel.

God with Us
A master key is designed to unlock multiple doors—and 

Jesus is our master key to God Himself. He reveals to us the 
heart and mind and nature of God. It is through Jesus that we 
get to know God. It is through Jesus that we come to discover 
the depth of His power. It is through Jesus that we under‑
stand the fullness of His love. Without Jesus, we would never 
have gained entrance into the presence of God. Not only that, 
but we would also be limited in our understanding of His full 
character. 

No other name of Jesus reflects the nature of God’s heart 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names20

toward us like the name Immanuel, which is why I’ve chosen 
to start with it. We see this name in Matthew 1:22-23, and it 
sets the stage for all the names to follow.

All this took place to fulfill what was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: “Behold, the vir‑
gin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and 
they shall call His name Immanuel,” which trans‑
lated means, “God with us.” 

The meaning of Immanuel is given to us right in the pas‑
sage: “God with us.” Yet the context of that meaning can only 
be found in Isaiah, which Matthew referenced here. During 
the time of Isaiah’s writing about Immanuel, God’s people 
were being attacked by the enemy. They stared disaster in the 
face. The king could see no sure way to victory for himself or 
his nation. It was in the midst of this fear, anxiety, and dread 
that God showed up and told King Ahaz that He would give 
him a sign of victory. This would be no ordinary sign either. A 
virgin would bear a son (see Isaiah 7:1-14).

It was prophesied that when this sign came about, there 
would be victory. It was also promised that when this sign 
came about, it would be an ongoing reminder of God’s pres‑
ence with them, in spite of what was attacking them. 

The name Immanuel originated within a context of pain, 
despair, loss, doubt, fear, and chaos. Immanuel came to 
a world in crisis. It is not merely a name to remember dur‑
ing Christmas as we sing carols and drink hot chocolate. No, 
Immanuel is a name of comfort when times are at their worst.

One of the first things you need to understand about Jesus 
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21Immanuel

is that no matter what you have gone through or are currently 
going through, He is with you. No matter how difficult the 
challenges you face, God is with you. No matter how many 
enemies attack you—whether internally or externally—God 
is with you. Whatever you are facing, struggling with, endur‑
ing, or exhausted from, God is with you. The birth of Jesus 
Christ is not only the introduction of our Savior into this 
world; it is also the introduction of God’s promise of victory 
and His presence in the midst of a painful reality we all know 
far too well. 

Friend, God is with you. Jesus came that we may know 
God more fully and experience His power more completely 
as He deals with our sins and our circumstances. 

This is one of the primary things I want you to understand 
as we begin our look at Jesus’ names. No matter what you have 
gone through, you are not alone. No matter what difficulties 
have threatened to drown you, you can overcome. No matter 
what challenges you are facing—however big or small—God’s 
victory is in your grasp because His presence is with you. You 
are not facing anything on your own. 

When Matthew introduced the name Immanuel by refer‑
ring back to Isaiah, he reminded his readers, who were suffer‑
ing under Roman oppression, of the prophecy’s context. He 
assured them of the presence of God in a decaying and chal‑
lenging season. He emphasized that this entry of Immanuel 
into our world was a reminder that God is with each of us—
even, and especially, when things are not in our favor. Jesus 
gives us God in the flesh. Colossians 1:15 puts it this way: “He 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names22

is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” 
He is “the exact representation” of God (Hebrews 1:3). 

When we talk about Jesus—Immanuel—we are talking 
about God Himself. We are not just talking about a man who 
lived and died on earth. This is God in the flesh. Over and over 
again in Scripture, we witness Jesus manifesting the fullness of 
deity, which is God alone. Even when it comes to the names 
of God, Jesus exemplifies and embodies them. Let’s look at a 
few examples of “God with us.”

•	 In the Old Testament, God is called Elohim, which 
means the Creator God. The New Testament 
tells us that everything has been created by Jesus 
(Colossians 1:16). 

•	 God is also known as Jehovah, the great I Am. 
When Jesus came, He said, “Before Abraham was 
born, I am” (   John 8:58). 

•	 We know God as Jehovah Nissi, which means He is 
our banner of victory. In the New Testament, Jesus 
said He has “overcome the world” (   John 16:33). 

•	 One of God’s names is Jehovah Rohi, which means 
that the Lord is our shepherd. Jesus came to us as 
the good shepherd whose sheep know His voice 
(   John 10:4,11).

•	 God is called Jehovah Sabaoth. This name refers to 
Him as the Lord of hosts. Jesus said that He could 
have called 12 legions of angels to fight on His 
behalf; He commands the armies of heaven (Mat‑
thew 26:53). 
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23Immanuel

•	 Another name of God is El Elyon, meaning the 
Lord who is high and mighty. Jesus sits at the right 
hand of the Father, high above (Ephesians 1:20-21).

•	 A very popular name of God in our culture today 
is El Shaddai, which means God Almighty. Scrip‑
ture speaks of Jesus in the same terms when it says 
that Jesus Christ is Lord Almighty (Revelation 1:8). 

Jesus is God with us in every way. If you want to get to 
know the names of Jesus, just get to know the names of God, 
because Jesus is the fulfillment of every name of God. And He 
has come as Immanuel, “God with us,” in order to reveal God 
to us. Should you ever become confused about who God is 
and what He is like, all you have to do is remember Immanuel.

Why did God send Immanuel to us, rather than just reveal 
Himself as He is? God is transcendent in nature. He sits out‑
side our realm. He is infinitely distinct from His creation—in 
another zone. And yet, God wanted to be with us. He desired 
to dwell among us. And this could only occur through the 
hypostatic union, through the merging of two natures into 
one person (   Jesus) that remain unmixed forever. Jesus is both 
divine and human, which is why Jesus can be called both the 
Son of God and the Son of Man. 

Hebrews 10:5-7 gives insight into the purpose and plan of 
Immanuel: 

When Christ came into the world, he said: “Sac‑
rifice and offering you did not desire, but a body 
you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, ‘Here 
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The Power of Jesus’ Names24

I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have 
come to do your will, my God’ ” (niv). 

First, Jesus said, “Sacrifice and offering you did not 
desire… with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not 
pleased”—though they were offered in accordance with the 
law. Second, He said, “Here I am… I have come to do your 
will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second.

The incarnation came to be in order that the Father’s will 
would be carried out. A perfect sacrifice was made for the sins 
of humanity. And in the midst of that incarnational gift, we 
discover that God placed Himself into a context where we 
could come to know Him in a more personal, intimate way. 

He is “God with us.” He is God with you. 
From the beginning of the world to its end, there is no 

place you can look and not see God revealed through Jesus. 
He is everywhere. Colossians 1:17 summarizes the breadth and 
magnitude of Him better than any other verse: “He is before 
all things, and in Him all things hold together.”

Choosing Immanuel
There’s an oft-told story of a wealthy man who had lost his 

beloved son, and then later he himself died. Over the course 
of his life, he had accumulated a number of expensive, valu‑
able, and rare commodities, which, following his death, were 
to be auctioned off in an estate sale. Knowing of the man’s 
taste in exquisite furniture, art, and the like, hundreds of peo‑
ple showed up for this auction. 

The day began, though, with a piece that most showed no 
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interest in at all. The auctioneer came forward with a cheaply 
framed picture, saying, “The first piece we’re offering today is 
this portrait of the man’s only son.” He paused to give every‑
one a chance to view it, then continued, “Do I have a bid?” 

The room fell silent, as no one raised their hand to bid on 
this framed portrait. They had come for some of the expen‑
sive art pieces and artifacts, not for something as simple as that. 
The auctioneer stood still, not saying a word—something auc‑
tioneers are rarely seen doing—but he could tell by the expres‑
sions on the faces of the attendees that this wasn’t something 
anyone really wanted to buy. Still, he asked once more, “Do I 
have a bid? Does anyone want this portrait of the man’s son?”

Just then, from the back of the room, an elderly man 
stepped forward and said, “Sir, I was the servant of the man 
who died, and if nobody will take the picture of his son, I want 
to know if I can have it.” 

The auctioneer said, “One more time. Is there anyone who 
will bid on the picture of the son?” Yet nobody did. So he said 
to the servant, “Yes, sir, the picture is yours.” 

The elderly servant slowly walked forward to take hold of 
the portrait. Looking lovingly on the boy’s image, he then 
tucked it under his arm and headed toward the back of the 
room. To everyone’s shock, the auctioneer then picked up his 
gavel, banged it down, and said, “The auction is now over.” 

Everybody looked around, and someone said, “What? You 
haven’t brought out any of the expensive pieces that were sup‑
posed to be sold. How can the auction be over?” 

The auctioneer replied, “The father’s will says that the 
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auction was to begin with the picture of his son. He valued 
his son so highly that he stipulated that whoever took his son’s 
picture would inherit everything.” 

Essentially, he who has the son has everything else. He who 
does not have the son gets nothing. 

Sometimes we are like those buyers at the estate auction. 
We’re going around looking for everything else to buy, but 
God is there saying, “I have come to give you life and to give 
it to you more abundantly. But that life can only be found in 
connection with My Son. If you have My Son, you have eter‑
nal life and all that goes with it.” Scripture states this clearly 
for us in the book of Romans, where we read, “He who did 
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how 
will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” (8:32).  1

When you abide with Jesus, you will gain access to all that 
God the Father has for you. And knowing and understanding 
Jesus’ names gives you insight on how to abide more fully in 
Him. Let’s get to know Jesus, Immanuel, as we should and, in 
so doing, tap into the power He longs to supply (   John 10:10).
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