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I dedicate this book to my three sons, 
James, Jonathan, and Joshua. 

No dad could love you more or be prouder of you.
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1

God’s Letter to Dads

“Fathers and mothers have lost the idea that the 
highest aspiration they might have for their children 

is for them to be wise…Specialized competence 
and success are all that they can imagine.”

Allan Bloom, The Closing of The AmeriCAn mind

Shortly after my first child was born, I began scouring book-
stores and libraries for parenting books. I wanted to be a 
good dad—no, a great one—and I knew I needed some 

help. I began wading through stacks of books by psychiatrists, 
psychologists, pediatricians, and preachers searching for the best 
parenting advice I could find.

If you did this after your first child was born, you know it can 
become an exercise in frustration. Everyone seems to have an 
opinion on how to successfully raise children and they often dif-
fer substantially. I soon found myself drowning in expert advice 
without any way to determine which opinions to incorporate and 
which to toss out. Meanwhile, my child was growing older, learn-
ing to walk and to speak broken English. Time was running out.

One day, I found myself reading a different kind of book. An 
ancient one called Proverbs. It was written, not by a counselor, but 
by a king. And in it I found exactly what I had been looking for.

Sometime before King Solomon wrote this book, God gave 
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him the opportunity of a lifetime. He did something for Solo-
mon that, as far as the Bible reveals, He had never done before 
and never did again. He asked Solomon the most amazing ques-
tion an omnipotent, infinite God can ask a weak, finite human: 
“That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, ‘Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you.’ ”1 

Let that sink in for a moment. The Creator God said to a 
created man, “Your wish is my command.” Solomon was given 
carte blanche by the One in whose dictionary the word impossi-
ble does not exist.

For King Solomon this was not just about hitting the divine 
lottery; this was a test. At the tender age of twenty, he was about 
to find out who he was in the deepest core of his soul. An anon-
ymous thinker wrote these words:

Tell me your dreams, and I will read the riddle of your 
life. Tell me your prayers, and I will write the history 
of your soul. Tell me your askings, and I will tell you 
your gettings. Tell me what you seek, and I will tell 
you what you are…I do not wish to know your pos-
sessions…only your wants. I do not care to know 
what you have, only what you have not and desire to 
have; not your attainments, but what you have not 
yet attained and follow after; that which comes to you 
in your victories by day and your dreams by night, 
the ideal you set before you, the things you approve 
as excellent, what you seek after and have given your 
heart to, these are the measure of a man.2

An egotistical person would have asked for fame. A material-
istic person would have asked for wealth. An ambitious person 
would have asked for power. I dare say only one out of a billion 
people would have asked for something outside of one of those 
three categories—but not Solomon. How does Solomon fill in 
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the blank? “Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead 
this people, for who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 
he says.3

It was the very thing I was looking for. And God granted Sol-
omon’s wish by giving him something more valuable than wealth, 
more satisfying than fame, and more exhilarating than power. 
Indeed, all these other things became a byproduct of the gift of 
wisdom.

God went on to make a promise to Solomon:

God said to Solomon, “Since this is your heart’s desire 
and you have not asked for wealth, possessions or 
honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since 
you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and 
knowledge to govern my people over whom I have 
made you king, therefore wisdom and knowledge will 
be given you. And I will also give you wealth, posses-
sions and honor, such as no king who was before you 
ever had and none after you will have.”4

Did God keep His word? Well, consider this. What would 
you have if you crossed an Arab sheik, the president of the United 
States, Socrates, and Mickey Mouse? You would have the richest, 
most powerful, wisest, and most famous person in the world—
an apt description of King Solomon in his day.

•	 Solomon became the chief executive officer of the 
world’s greatest empire.

•	 By his trading skills, he was acclaimed as the world’s 
foremost merchant.

•	 As the leading shipping magnate, he had a fleet of 
merchant ships that sailed throughout the world, col-
lecting treasures.

•	 By his wealth he easily topped the Forbes 400 list.
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•	 He was a master builder who constructed mammoth 
projects.

•	 His architectural designs became the world’s most 
important buildings.

•	 He built vineyards, gardens, parks, and reservoirs.
•	 Tired of commerce, he turned to science, relentlessly 

pursuing the classification of nature.
•	 He was his own chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

building a vast army to defend and conquer.
•	 He became the poet laureate of his nation.
•	 He had a distinguished career as a writer.
•	 He was a singularly gifted musician.5 

Solomon learned the incredible worth of wisdom, enjoyed her 
benefits, and so wrote, “Wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
and nothing you desire can compare with her.”6

God’s Treasure Chest
This background brings us to the book of Proverbs. Proverbs 

is a treasure chest containing the nuggets of wisdom that Solo-
mon mined from the heart of God. When you study Proverbs, 
you strike the mother lode of heavenly wisdom for earthly living. 

But dad, Proverbs is far more than that.
One of the great habits any dad can adopt is to read one chap-

ter in Proverbs every day. Why? Because you need and should 
want wisdom—not the counterfeit, pseudo-intellectual knowl-
edge this world manufactures, but wisdom poured straight out 
of the bucket of God’s heart.

For years I came to this river of wisdom, panning each day for 
some golden nugget of heavenly brilliance that I could stash away 
in my pouch. I never gave much thought either to the One who 
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had buried these nuggets within Holy Scripture or why He even 
bothered. Then I made an amazing discovery:

As I was reading Proverbs one morning, two words suddenly 
leaped off the page. I had never noticed them before. The words 
were, my son. I hurriedly ran to my computer and pulled up the 
phrase on my concordance. 

Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction
 and do not forsake your mother’s teaching  
   (Proverbs 1:8).
My son, if sinful men entice you,
 do not give in to them (1:10).
My son, do not go along with them,
 do not set foot on their paths (1:15).
My son, do not forget my teaching,
 but keep my commands in your heart (3:1).
My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline,
 and do not resent his rebuke (3:11).
My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of  
   your sight,
 preserve sound judgment and discretion (3:21).
Listen, my son, and accept what I say,
 and the years of your life will be many (4:10).
My son, pay attention to my wisdom,
 turn your ear to my words of insight (5:1).
Why, my son, be intoxicated with another man’s wife?
 Why embrace the bosom of a wayward woman?  
   (5:20).
My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor,
 if you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger,
you have been trapped by what you said,
 ensnared by the words of your mouth.
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So do this, my son, to free yourself,
 since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands:
Go—to the point of exhaustion—
 and give your neighbor no rest! (6:1-3).
My son, keep your father’s command
 and do not forsake your mother’s teaching (6:20).
My son, keep my words
 and store up my commands within you (7:1).
Stop listening to instruction, my son,
 and you will stray from the words of knowledge  
   (19:27).
My son, if your heart is wise,
 then my heart will be glad indeed (23:15).
Listen, my son, and be wise,
 and set your heart on the right path (23:19).
My son, give me your heart
 and let your eyes delight in my ways (23:26).
Eat honey, my son, for it is good;
 honey from the comb is sweet to your taste (24:13).
Fear the Lord and the king, my son,
 and do not join with rebellious officials (24:21).
Be wise, my son, and bring joy to my heart;
 then I can answer anyone who treats me with  
   contempt (27:11).
Listen, my son! Listen, son of my womb!
 Listen, my son, the answer to my prayers! (31:2). 

Proverbs is not just a book;  
it is a letter from a father to his child.



God’s Letter to Dads 25

Twenty-three times this phrase is used. In addition, “my sons” 
or “my children” is used four times (Proverbs 4:1; 5:7; 7:24; 8:32). 
As I meditated on this startling discovery, suddenly the lights came 
on. Proverbs is not just a book; it is a letter from a father to his child.

Solomon did not sit down one day in the portico of his pal-
ace and, out of sheer boredom and with nothing else to do, say, 

“I think I’ll write a book on wisdom and show how sharp I really 
am.” Rather, I believe he came to realize that his greatest legacy 
was not his money, his fame, or his power, but his family. He was 
passing on what God—the giver of all wisdom—wants every 
dad to know.

Indeed, the theme of the book is captured in something Solo-
mon’s father, David, said to him many years before:

The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.
 Though it cost all you have, get understanding.7 

In short, Proverbs is more than a random collection of pithy 
maxims strung together willy-nilly; it is godly wisdom passed down 
from a father to his children to enable them to maximize their poten-
tial for living a God-blessed, meaningful life. In other words, Prov-
erbs is a tool that a dad can use to help his children “wise up in 
a dumbing down world.” When I saw this, I began to hear the 
heart of a father pulsate on every page.

Proverbs is a letter from a father about fathers and to 
fathers. It not only teaches a father how to lead his 

children, but how to live before his children.

Then my eyes were opened to still another unique twist to this 
“letter.” This letter to a son is from a father. The book begins with 
this salutation: “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction” (1:8).8
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The word father is used eighteen times in Proverbs.9 I believe 
this is another key that unlocks the meaning of this book. Prov-
erbs is a letter from a father about fathers and to fathers. It not only 
teaches a father how to lead his children, but how to live before 
his children.

Living Beyond Your Lifetime
Dad, stop right here and nail this next statement to the door 

of your heart. Wisdom is the one gift you can pass on to your chil-
dren that will last beyond your lifetime. You can leave your chil-
dren money, but eventually they will spend it. You can leave your 
children property, but eventually they will sell it. You can leave 
your family trinkets and toys, but eventually they will either lose 
them or give them away. But when you leave them wisdom, your 
gift lasts forever!

Proverbs 4 is a revealing picture both of a precious memory 
in Solomon’s mind and the purpose for Proverbs that was in Sol-
omon’s heart. First, he recalled his days as a young child when 
he was the apple of David’s eye. Take in the picture he painted 
for us:

Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction;
 pay attention and gain understanding.
I give you sound learning,
 so do not forsake my teaching.
For I too was a son to my father,
 still tender, and cherished by my mother.
Then he taught me, and he said to me,
 “Take hold of my words with all your heart;
 keep my commands, and you will live.”10 

David was not only a king in a castle; he was a professor in his 
home. This passage reveals the centerpiece of the advice David 
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gave to young Solomon. He drilled one thought into the heart 
and mind of Solomon early on:

Get wisdom, get understanding;
 do not forget my words or turn away from them.
Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you;
 love her, and she will watch over you.
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.
 Though it cost all you have, get understanding.11 

This was what happened to Solomon in the past, as a son. 
But Solomon wrote Proverbs in the present, as a father. He had 
moved from the role of student to teacher. So he said,

Listen, my son, accept what I say,
 and the years of your life will be many.
I instruct you in the way of wisdom
 and lead you along straight paths.12 

Solomon took the wisdom baton from his father and wanted 
to pass it on to his children. What Solomon did, you can do, for 
you have the manual of wisdom in Proverbs. You can take the 
baton of wisdom from the heavenly Father and pass it down to 
your own children.

We live in a world that is drowning in knowledge 
yet starving for wisdom.

God placed Solomon’s wisdom in His Word, which tells us that 
this was not human wisdom raised to a supernatural height, but 
supernatural wisdom lowered to human understanding. From the 
beginning, Solomon repeatedly encouraged fathers to dive into 
this ocean of wisdom and drink from its fountain of truth. Lest 
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you think the water is too deep and wisdom is beyond you, listen 
first to what the wisest man in the world told us about wisdom.

Wisdom: If You Seek It, You Shall Find It
We live in a world that is drowning in knowledge yet starving 

for wisdom. It was a wise eye that made this salient observation:

Since 1955 knowledge has doubled every five years; 
libraries groan with the weight of new books…In fact, 
our generation possesses more data about the universe 
and human personality than all previous generations 
put together. High school graduates today have been 
exposed to more information about the world than 
Plato, Aristotle, Spinoza, or Benjamin Franklin. In 
terms of facts alone, neither Moses nor Paul could 
pass a college entrance exam today.

Yet, by everyone’s standards, even with all our knowl-
edge…society today is peopled with a bumper crop of 
brilliant failures…men and women educated to earn a 
living often don’t know anything about handling life 
itself. Alumni from noted universities have mastered 
information about a narrow slice of life, but couldn’t 
make it out of the first grade when it comes to liv-
ing successfully with family and friends. Let’s face it. 
Knowledge is not enough to meet life’s problems. We 
need wisdom, the ability to handle life with skill.13 

If our generation has learned anything, it should have learned 
by now that knowledge is no substitute for wisdom. Pastor 
Charles Spurgeon once said, “Wisdom is the right use of knowl-
edge. To know is not to be wise. Many men know a great deal 
and are all the greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool 
as a knowing fool; but to know how to use knowledge is to have 
wisdom.”14
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I’ve got great news for all of us dads—the wisdom we need is 
abundantly available, and we can find it if we seek it. Solomon 
said in Proverbs 2:3-5:

Indeed, if you call out for insight
 and cry aloud for understanding,
and if you look for it as for silver
 and search for it as for hidden treasure,
then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
 and find the knowledge of God. 

I repeat: Proverbs is God’s treasure chest of heavenly wisdom. 
You don’t have to look long to find it, and when you do find it, 
you don’t have to unlock it. All you have to do is open it and enjoy 
the jewels of wisdom that are there.

Solomon compares wisdom to a cry that can be heard any-
where (1:20-21) and to a free meal that can be eaten at any time 
(9:1-6). So dad, understand up front—whether or not you avail 
yourself of God’s wisdom, God’s wisdom is available.

Wisdom: If You Want It, You Can Have It
Proverbs makes it abundantly clear that if you ask for wis-

dom, you will get wisdom. Based on that assurance, I offer here 
for every dad a fail-safe, foolproof formula for getting wisdom.

First, you must admit you need it. Benjamin Franklin rightly 
said, “The doorstep to the temple of wisdom is a knowledge of 
your own ignorance.”15

Second, you must go to the right source, and the only infallible 
source of wisdom is God: “For the Lord gives wisdom.”16 Only 
God can give wisdom because only God has wisdom.

Not only does God have a monopoly on wisdom, but His 
wisdom makes our wisdom look like foolishness. Paul said that 
even “the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom.”17 
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Think about that. If God were capable of a stupid thought, that 
thought would be wiser than the wisest thought a human being 
could ever conceive.18

The eternal Father knows more about how to raise children 
than all earthly fathers who have ever lived, put together. And 
God is not hoarding His wisdom; He is eager to give it away. “If 
any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives gener-
ously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”19 
But you must ask for it. You fail to do so at your own peril.

As you probably know, professional golfers play with a caddie. 
The caddie is more than a carrier of clubs; he is there for support 
and valuable advice. Tommy Bolt was one of the greatest golfers 
of all time, but he had one major flaw—a volcanic temper. One 
year he was playing in a tournament in southern California, and 
he was still steaming because of a bad round the day before. He 
told his caddie only to say, “Yes, Mr. Bolt,” or “No, Mr. Bolt,” if 
he were asked a question. Otherwise, he was to keep silent.

Bolt hit his first tee shot, and it appeared to come to rest 
behind a tree. When they reached the spot, Bolt asked his caddie, 

“Do you think I should hit a five-iron?” The caddie simply replied, 
“No, Mr. Bolt.” Bolt hit the five-iron anyway and made an unbe-
lievable shot that landed on the green a few feet from the hole.

He turned to his caddie and proudly said, “What did you 
think about that shot?”

As the caddie picked up the bag and headed toward the green, 
he said, “It wasn’t your ball, Mr. Bolt.”20 Better to ask for wisdom 
now than to look foolish later!

Wisdom: If You Get It, Use It
Wisdom is not some aloof professor sitting in an ivory tower, 

oblivious to the needs of the people below. Real wisdom wears 
shoe leather, overalls, drives a pickup truck, goes to the grocery 
store, paints houses, draws a paycheck, suffers in the hospital, 
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and cries at the funeral home. Remember, wisdom is to be found 
“out in the open…in the public square…at the city gate.”21 Wis-
dom gets down to the nitty-gritty of life. It’s where the action is.

Since this book is about helping your children make wise deci-
sions, let me give you a working definition of wisdom: Wisdom 
is seeing life through the eyes of God, and living life in the will of 
God. Proverbs gives fathers the skills not only to be wise dads, but 
it also enables them to pass along the skills of wisdom to their 
children.

Proverbs deals with the five major areas of life: the financial, 
the emotional, the physical, the relational, and the spiritual. I 
think all of us dads would agree that if we can help our children 
be wise in those five areas, we will have done a good life’s work. 
The rest of this book gives us principles of godly wisdom to enable 
our children to be successful in these five areas.

My wish for all of us dads is that we would turn back to the 
one Book that has the answers for all the problems our kids face, 
and that we would be godly enough and wise enough to pass 
along these answers to our children. That is what I want for my 
children and for yours too.

Dad, would you right now put down this book and pray this 
simple prayer with me? It’s a prayer that, if said sincerely, can have 
dramatic and positive effects on your family for generations to 
come:

Lord, I need wisdom—wisdom to be the dad to my chil-
dren that I know You want me to be. I humbly admit 
my ignorance, and I confidently ask that You would keep 
Your Word and give me daily the divine wisdom to be the 
kind of dad I need to be. I pledge, with Your help, to pass 
on godly wisdom to my children, and I thank You for 
hearing my prayer. In Jesus’s name, amen.
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