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To all couples 
who desire to make money 

a nonissue in their marriages.
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Chapter 1

The Purpose of Money

Money  . Not a day goes by that most of us don’t think about it, 
work for it, or spend it. Money is, in fact, necessary for our well-

being and our ability to function in society. However, without a proper 
understanding of money it can consume us. So what is the truth about 
money? Why do we have to have it? How do we get it? Is it really worth 
all the time and effort we invest in trying to make it? How should we 
spend it when we do get it? Does having a lot of it make us important 
and successful?

After 30 years of counseling hundreds of couples about their 
finances, I’m convinced that if people can come to grips with the real 
purpose of money and understand the truth about it from God’s per-
spective, their lives and marriages will benefit greatly. Let’s look, then, 
at the purpose of money, beginning with what it is not.

What Money Is Not
When I was a boy, I was involved in a small business. As a part of a 

4-H Club project, I had a flock of sheep. By buying and selling lambs, 
including showing them at the county fair as an opportunity to make 
sales, I was able to generate a profit and have money in my pocket at the 
end of fair week. I well remember walking around the fairgrounds with 
feelings of confidence and positive self-worth as a result of the money 
in my pocket. I felt good about myself.
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One time I spent quite a bit of money at the fair. My feelings of con-
fidence and self-worth were damaged as the cash dwindled away. I felt 
worse about myself. But was I really any different than when I had the 
money?

As I reflect on that time in my youth, I realize that I had already 
bought the world’s lie that my worth as a person had something to do 
with the amount of money I had. Like so many people, I didn’t know 
the truth about money. So let’s look, then, at the truth about money as 
revealed in the Bible.

Money Is Not a Component of Self-Worth
The first thing we must understand is that money is not a necessary 

component of our self-worth. If I don’t accept this truth, if I believe that 
my self-worth is related to the money I have, then my self-worth will 
vacillate depending on my income and net worth at any given time. I 
will tend to feel that I’m of value only if I make a certain amount of 
income. Such false thinking is totally contrary to what the Scripture 
says about who we are in Christ and the ultimate source of our income.

We don’t need to look very far in the Bible to see how valuable we 
are in God’s view. In the very first chapter we see God, the Creator of 
the universe, considering man of such value and worth that He chose 
to create him in His own image and according to His likeness (Gen-
esis 1:26-27). And in Psalm 8:3-6 we read:

When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;
What is man that You take thought of him,
And the son of man that You care for him?
Yet You have made him a little lower than God,
And You crown him with glory and majesty!
You make him to rule over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet.

In the New Testament, we see again that we are God’s workman-
ship, hand-fashioned by Him (Ephesians 2:10). We also see the ulti-
mate expression of our worth to Him in John 3:16: “God so loved the 
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world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

That means we’re each worth an incredible amount to God. Yet 
we typically evaluate a person’s worth by how much money that per-
son accumulates or earns. Money is all too often a concrete standard of 
merit used in rating ourselves.

If we want healthy marriages, we must learn to 
detach our self-worth from our money.

Bill Gillham, in his book Lifetime Guarantee, made a list of scriptural 
truths about you and me as Christians. These include the facts that we 
are seated with Christ in the heavenlies, we are joint heirs with Christ, 
we are near to God, we are new creatures in Christ, we are liberated, and 
we are complete in Him.1

Clearly, from God’s point of view our value has nothing to do with 
our net worth or the income we earn. Our merit has everything to do 
with who we are in Christ and what God says about us. You and I have 
a choice. We can believe what God says or we can believe what the 
world says. God says that we are valuable whether we have much or 
little money.

If we want healthy marriages, we must learn to detach our self-worth 
from our money. This is especially true for husbands. Scripture tells us 
that we men need to love our wives as our own bodies (Ephesians 5:28). 
And if I’m going to love the way God intends, I need to embrace my 
worth as a beloved child of God. If I allow money to be a factor in my 
self-image, I run the risk of having my love and devotion to my spouse 
vacillate with my income. I can’t afford to take that risk if I want har-
mony in my marriage. Neither can you.

Money Is Not a Guarantee of Contentment
Money can’t guarantee contentment. Contentment can be defined 

as “being satisfied with one’s circumstances; not complaining; not crav-
ing something else; and having a mind at peace.” I’m convinced that 
true contentment has nothing to do with money. A person may have 
a lot of money or a little bit of money and still miss the whole point of 
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contentment. He can complain whether he has a little or a lot. He can 
be covetous just as easily with a lot of money as with a little. Solomon 
wrote, “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he 
who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity” (Ecclesias-
tes 5:10).

Only as I realize that God is sovereign and providentially in control 
of my earthly lot can I truly be content.

Contentment is a learned response. Paul stated this very clearly: 
“Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in what-
ever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, 
and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance 
I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of hav-
ing abundance and suffering need” (Philippians 4:11-12).

The secret Paul was alluding to was a result of learning to think 
rightly about money and God. Part of contentment is learning to see 
money as God sees it. It’s also learning to see God for who He is. He is 
the bedrock of our contentment. I like what Major W. Ian Thomas says 
in his book The Saving Life of Christ: “All you need is what you have; 
what you have is what He is; you cannot have more; and you do not 
need to have less.”2

Only as I realize that God is sovereign and providentially in con-
trol of my earthly lot (my vocation and income) can I truly be content. 
Only as I learn to trust Him can I have true contentment. Only as I 
realize that the creator God of the universe loves me and has my best 
interests at heart can I be fully content. Contentment really is a spiritual 
issue, not an amount-of-money issue. God is always with us, and He 
never changes. He is consistent and stable. We can trust Him.

What about money? Proverbs 23:4-5 speaks to this: “Do not weary 
yourself to gain wealth, cease from your consideration of it. When you 
set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings, 
like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.” How content can we be in 
something that flies away?

No principle in this book will have a greater impact on you and free 
you more than this essential truth: Money is not the key to contentment! 
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Contentment has everything to do with your relationship with God 
and nothing to do with money. Once you are free from the love of 
money and the pursuit of it, you can have a lot or a little and be con-
tent all the same.

Before leaving this discussion of contentment, let me add a def-
inition of financial contentment. “Financial contentment” is simply 
“living within one’s income.” How we handle what God has given us 
will result in whether we achieve financial contentment. I remember 
a trip where I’d met with a man who earned in excess of $600,000 a 
year. Instead of being content and at peace, he was miserable. He had 
financial pressure because he was spending $100,000 more than he was 
making. I commented to my wife that the key to contentment in one’s 
finances is not the amount one makes but rather a willingness to live 
within that amount.

Are you thinking, “Russ, if I made $600,000 I would be content”? 
But the truth is, if you are not content in your current financial position, 
you would not be content if you had more money. Julie and I have found 
that our marriage is peaceful when, first of all, we are committed to live 
within our income—whatever it is—and, second, when we refuse to 
focus on and put our confidence in the income we do have.

Money Is Not a Measure of Success
To illustrate the truth that money doesn’t measure success, consider 

a doctor and a teacher. Each can do an excellent job and be successful at 
his or her vocational calling, and yet the income each generates proba-
bly varies greatly. The doctor may earn 10 times what the teacher earns 
and spend less time doing it. In this case, money obviously isn’t a good 
measure of success. It’s even more obvious when you consider that a 
doctor could do a mediocre job and still earn more than a teacher who 
does an excellent job.

God has equipped and called each of us to uniquely fill the myr-
iad jobs He needs done to fulfill His purposes. Therefore, God—who 
sovereignly ordains my job—ultimately determines my income. My 
income isn’t so much a function of my success or failure as it is just one 
part of my God-appointed vocation.

I don’t want to discount that an excellent job on your part may cause 
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you to earn more than someone else who doesn’t work as excellently or 
diligently in the same vocation. My caution to you is to be careful not 
to believe your ability is generating your income. Deuteronomy 8:16-
18 is clear on this point: “Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My 
power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ But you shall 
remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to 
make wealth.” If you’re having difficulty accepting the idea that God 
is providentially in control of your income, consider these Scriptures:

•  The rich and the poor have a common bond, the Lord is 
the maker of them all (Proverbs 22:2).

•  What do you have that you did not receive?  
(1 Corinthians 4:7).

•  Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above 
(   James 1:17).

Remember too that life is full of financial inequities, just as Solo-
mon reminds us: “I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the 
swift and the battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the 
wise nor wealth to the discerning nor favor to men of ability; for time 
and chance overtake them all” (Ecclesiastes 9:11).

The world tells us one sign of success is how much money we make. 
However, if we look up the definition of “success,” we see that we’re suc-
cessful if we are making progress in accomplishing our goals. Success occurs 
when we satisfactorily complete what we attempt. Money may be one 
result of our endeavors, but it should never be the standard in determin-
ing whether success has occurred. Interestingly, the words “prosperity” 
and “prosperous” have basically the same meaning as success.

I had a problem totally understanding Joshua 1:8 until I applied the 
correct definition of success and prosperity. Joshua 1:8 says:

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do accord-
ing to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosper-
ous, and then you will have success.
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I’m only successful and prosperous to the extent that I’m being obe-
dient and carefully doing all that God’s Word says to do. For example, 
I’m successful as I train and love my children (Ephesians 6:4; Deuter-
onomy 6:6-7), love my wife (Ephesians 5:28), and work hard (Colos-
sians 3:23). Joshua 1:8 doesn’t guarantee or promise fi nancial blessings 
if I do what God’s Word says. Rather, it frees me to realize that I can be 
successful and prosperous whether or not I have money. Money is not the 
barometer! A   successful person may or may not have money. A person 
with money may or may not be a success. 

Much of the stress in our marriages is a result of using money as a 
measuring stick to determine our level of success.

Years ago, a friend of mine began developing and growing a very 
profi table business. It soon went public, and my friend was acclaimed 
a success by his industry and the media. Everybody wanted a piece of 
the action. His net worth was in the millions, and in the world’s eyes 
he was a success. As the years wore on, however, this man’s business 
declined. Although my friend did all he could to keep the business 
afl oat, it eventually went bankrupt. My friend’s net worth plummeted. 
Was my friend still a success? Many would probably say no because 
the world’s measuring stick is money, and he no longer had fi nancial 
wealth. However, I know better. During that time frame, my friend 
made more progress in the things that are important to God than most 
people knew. His relationship with his family and the Lord improved 
dramatically. He had signifi cant impact on other people’s lives. He was 
still a success when his money was gone because he had made progress 
in accomplishing many of the goals God says are important.

M  uch of the stress in our marriages is a result of using money as a 
measuring stick to determine our level of success. We need to change 
our standard of measuring success from money to what God’s Word 
says.

What Money Is
According to the dictionary, “money” is “a medium of exchange; 

8 Important Money Decisions.indd   29 10/5/12   10:35 AM

Copyrighted material 



8 Important Money Decisions for Every Couple

30

any equivalent for commodities; something for which individuals read-
ily exchange their goods or services; a circulating medium.” As such, 
money must satisfy three basic functions. It must be storable, divisible, 
and valuable. Money today still has the first two components, but in 
a practical sense it no longer has any real value. For instance, up until 
1933, the United States held to a gold standard that required all paper 
money issued be backed by a fixed quantity of gold. At any time a per-
son could exchange their paper money for gold. At that time the real 
money was gold, which has value, but paper was used as a substitute 
since it was more easily divisible and easier to store than the gold it rep-
resented.

The reason the United States government eventually departed from 
the gold standard was to allow itself and banks to inflate or deflate the 
money supply to smooth out the normal business cycles of inflations 
and retractions (booms and busts). They thought that if they could 
smooth out the cycles by issuing more or less credit, depending on 
what the economy “needed” at the time, there would be more consis-
tent prosperity for all. At the time of writing this book, the issue of cur-
rency (money) debasement is a hot topic. The “medium of exchange” 
in many countries, including the United States, is under attack.

Although money is potentially becoming worth less, the items we 
purchase with it have utilitarian value. The clothes we wear, our homes, 
our investments in real property, and even our investments in credit 
instruments such as bonds and CDs all have some form of value because 
they are useful to us. They help us exist, provide for our families, and 
meet our needs.

To show just how overrated money is and how our perspective of it 
has totally gotten out of whack, let’s look for a minute at 2 Corinthians 
4:18: “We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” Money is a medium of exchange that 
we can see and touch. It is purely temporal and thus not something on 
which God says we should focus.

What happens to all the things we can buy with money? First Tim-
othy 6:7 says, “We have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot 
take anything out of it either.” In Ecclesiastes 5:15, we read that nothing 
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from the fruit of our labor (purchased with our money) can be taken 
with us. Psalm 49:17 continues this theme when it says, “When he dies 
he will carry nothing away.”

Wow! God’s Word indicates that money is not eternal, and we can 
take none of it with us when we die. Money is simply a medium of 
exchange useful during this lifetime but of no eternal significance. 
Recently I saw a church billboard that said, “Your children are your 
only earthly possession that can go to heaven.” How insightful! That 
thought should help us keep money in correct perspective. 

If in a practical sense money is a merely a mode of exchange, what is 
it from God’s perspective? How does He view it? In Master Your Money, 
author Ron Blue uses three words to summarize how God views money: 
tool, test, and testimony.

Money as a Tool
God uses countless tools to mold us into His image, and money is 

one of them. Just as the craftsman uses the tools of his trade to form a 
final product that’s pleasing to him, so God uses money (its abundance 
and its scarcity) to mold us and make us pleasing to Him. He did that 
with the apostle Paul. As I noted before, Paul was taught contentment 
by the extremes of having much (abundance) and little (scarcity) (Phi-
lippians 4:11-12).

You may have thought God only uses the lack of money to mold 
and train and form a person into His image. I can assure you that is not 
the case. In my financial consulting, I’ve observed that the person with 
wealth has to learn how to deal with greed, how to share, how to exhibit 
wise stewardship, how to love and maintain relationships, how to use 
time wisely, and how to deal with the fear of losing money. Money’s use 
as a tool is effective at all levels of income.

Money as a Test
Money is also used as a test in our lives. It’s a test of our faithfulness 

to God. Luke 16:11-13 reads:

If you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who will 
entrust the true riches to you? And if you have not been faithful in the 
use of that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 
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No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.

You notice that the verse doesn’t say that we “should not” serve both 
or that we should “try not to” serve both. It says we cannot serve both! 
Either I will serve God and use money to serve people, or I will use 
people to serve myself and use money for myself. As Philip Yancey 
wrote: “Money is far more than a question of statistics and numbers, 
it is a god that bids us worship it. Will I serve God or mammon? God 
will never make that decision for me; it is mine alone.”3 Randy Alcorn, 
in Money  , Possessions, & Eternity, warns of the spiritual dangers of lov-
ing money:

Idolatry is worshipping and serving anything other than the one true 
God. Everything we have, including money, is either a tool or an idol. 
If we fail to use it as a tool for God’s intended purposes, it mutates 
into an idol. For the Church, the bride of Christ, idolatry is the same 
as adultery—a wanton betrayal of a husband who loves us enough 
to die for us.4

We need to regularly ask ourselves diagnostic questions and ask God 
to show us the state of our hearts. Are we, as individuals, as couples, 
and as families, serving God? Or are we becoming enamored with the 
ways of the world? Do our schedules reflect our commitment to God’s 
kingdom? Do our patterns of giving to the church and other ministries 
reflect that we value what God values?

Money as a Testimony
Finally, money is a testimony. We read this in Matthew 5:13-16:
You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how 
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except 
to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such 
a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven.
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What kind of a testimony do I give with my money? Does it bring 
glory and honor to God? As Christians, we’re not called to be better 
than the world when it comes to our money; rather, we are called to be 
different from the world. Each of us needs to look at our finances and 
ask: What kind of a statement am I making to the world with the way 
I handle my money? Could anyone tell by looking at my checkbook 
that I’m a Christian?

When we talk about being different and being generous to those 
around us, what does that mean? For Julie and me, it has meant driv-
ing the cars a little longer, living in a smaller house a few more years, 
and making sure we’re living within our income year in and year out. 
And lest we think folks aren’t watching, I was reminded they are when 
a woman shared this with me:

I heard you speak, but I wasn’t sure I wanted to believe you. Then I 
saw you and your wife shopping one evening at the grocery store, so 
I followed you around. I wanted to see what you bought. And then I fol-
lowed you into the parking lot to see what you were driving. You really 
did practice what you preached (coupons at the store and driving an 
older car), so I decided I could trust you.

Needless to say, it’s a little spooky to consider being watched at the 
grocery store, but the fact is, we are each testifying to something with 
our lives. This lady was checking out whether or not Julie and I were 
really living differently than most of the world. I don’t know what “dif-
ferent” might look like for you, but my experience is that the closer I 
order my life in obedience to God in this money area, the more likely 
my life will look different.

Conclusion
If we don’t know the truth about money (its purpose), our focus 

on it can be so intense that it can ruin marriages. This is why money is 
so dangerous. Having a proper, biblical view of money will go a long 
way in helping us prioritize our marriage relationships over money. So 
remember:
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•  Money is not a component of self-worth.
•  Money is not a guarantee of contentment.
•  Money is not a measure of success.
•  Money is often a medium God uses in our lives as a tool, a 

test, and a testimony.

Game Plan

1. What do you think about the definitions of “success” pre-
sented?

2. Why is incorrect thinking about money so prevalent today?

3. How has money been a test for you?

4. What kind of testimony would your checkbook reveal?

5. Are you content with what you have? Why or why not?
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