
1. Several characters are grieving at the beginning of this story—Sarah, Sarah’s brothers,

and even their mother. Each one deals with grief in his or her own way. In Ecclesiastes

3:1-4, we’re told there is a season/time for everything, even a season to mourn. What

can we do to help someone who is grieving?

2. Paul is excited about rejuvenating a run-down farm, but when he realizes it might include befriending a family of

“orphans,” he hesitates. Why is that? What is it about helping others and drawing close to them that intimidates us?

3. Mateo and Mia are living in an abandoned trailer behind an abandoned barn. Do you think that’s possible in our day

and age? Could there be homeless children living in abandoned buildings? Why or why not?

4. At the end of chapter 20, Sarah realizes that her family has a lot in common with Mia and Mateo—that they are all

abandoned. Have you ever felt abandoned? What does Scripture say about our heavenly Father and His faithfulness

to us? (You can begin by looking at 1 Corinthians 8:6 and Galatians 4:6.)

5. We meet Elisa for the first time in chapter 47. She’s not an admirable character. She seems selfish, desperate, and

even callous toward her children. She seems a lot like Sarah’s mother. But in chapter 55, Mammi tells Sarah, “I

won't be judging either of them. In my heart, I believe they are doing the absolute best they can. It's only that, to us,

it seems as if their best isn't very good.” How did you react to this statement? What does the Bible tell us about

offering grace and forgiveness to others? Some passages you might read over in your Bible include Matthew 18:21-

22; Mark 11:25; and Ephesians 4:32.

6. When Brian is hurt, Mateo and Isaac struggle with the question of why bad things happen to good people. It’s a

question many of us have. What would you tell someone who asks you this question? What Bible verses could you

point them to for answers?

7. Becca tells Sarah that she could be experiencing a crisis of faith. What things can we do for a friend who is

struggling in this way? What can we do when we experience this sort of crisis ourselves?

8. When Sarah finally receives a letter from her mother, she is both relieved and a little upset. She’s still dealing with

feelings of abandonment. How would you have counseled her at this point?

9. Sarah and Paul have strong feelings for one another nearly from the beginning of the story, but Sarah’s fears hold

her back. Whether it’s a friendship, a family relationship, or a romantic relationship, what kinds of fears hold us

back? Find three Bible verses that discuss the topic of fear.

10. This book is filled with imperfect people. In fact, nearly every character has a flaw of some sort—Sarah’s mother,

Mateo’s mother, even Sarah and Paul. Philippians 1:6 says we can be confident in this, “that he who began a good

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” In what specific ways does this give you

hope?
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