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1. Have you ever been slow to learn something about someone? Did you feel somehow betrayed? 
Sometimes there are good reasons as to why people keep their history, even their wounds, private. 
Yet it does help us to know how to help and how to pray if we’re aware of those things. Is Gabe 
justified in waiting to tell Miriam about Grace’s issues? 

2. In chapter 18, Esther starts the day with the children reading Psalm 125:2. We learn this is one of 
Miriam’s favorite verses. She thinks that it is “Simple enough for the younger ones to understand, 
and yet with enough wisdom for the older students.” Do you agree with this sentiment? Are the 
Psalms, or Scripture in general, simple enough for young children to understand, yet provide 
wisdom for our teens?

3. Miriam is confused at the disparity in how much the Smuckers have versus how little Gabe has. It is 
sometimes hard to see this economic difference in our communities. What is your reaction to this 
in your town? What do you think God would have us do?

4. In chapter 25, Grace gets into a small pushing match with two boys. One of the older boys, John, 
reminds her of the words in Romans 12:18-19. This is a tenant of the Amish lifestyle that many 
of us have trouble with. Do you agree or disagree with the way John explains it to the girls? How 
would this change our lives if more situations were handled in light of these verses?

5. In chapter 26, Gabe faces his real fear, that perhaps a whole home wasn’t “God’s plan for him. 
Perhaps he was to learn to be satisfied with the piece of happiness he had.” Has there ever been a 
time in your life when you thought God wanted you to be happy with less? 

6. Gabe comforts Grace when she’s worried about Miriam. He reads her a verse from Matthew. 
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your 
Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows.” In this scene we see again that Gabe isn’t a perfect father and 
doesn’t claim to have all the answers, but he is trying to raise his daughter lovingly and with a 
strong faith. How do you think he’s doing? What makes a good parent?
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7. In chapter 39, we get a peek into the bishop of Pebble Creek, an austere man who doesn’t show 
much emotion. Later, in the meeting with Gabe, Samuel, Eli, and Miriam, his stern mask slips and 
he quotes Robert Frost. What does this indicate about Jacob Beiler?

8. At the benefit auction for Laura Kiems, the little girls are looking at the quilts, and Hannah shows 
them one she has done. She shows them a mistake she made in the quilt and explains, “My 
mamm and I made this one. Those were my stitches when we began. I wanted to pull them out, 
but she wouldn’t let me. She said imperfections are important too, and that I’d be able to see 
how much I’d improved if I left them.” What do you do imperfectly?

9. When Drake is unmoved by Eli’s or Gabe’s concerns, Samuel once again begins quoting Scripture. 
Samuel’s an interesting character. When I first started writing him, I’ll admit I didn’t much care 
for him, but he grew on me. Yes, he’s a grumpy, but what’s unique about him is that he relates 
to other people through God’s Word. It literally is the lens through which he sees the world, and 
sometimes people don’t know how to respond to him and his pronouncements. Do you know 
anyone like this? And if you do, what is your response to them? 

10. The story ends with Gabe putting a note in Miriam’s lunch. Is this at all realistic? Why wouldn’t 
he just show up at the schoolhouse and speak to her, face-to-face? Do you know of any men or 
women who are more comfortable expressing their feelings on paper? And how does this relate 
to God’s ultimate “love letter” to us?


