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Jesus. One of the most—if not the most—recognizable names in our world. As familiar as we 
are with the name of Jesus, what do we really know about the man himself? Differing opinions 
regarding his nature, as well as his teachings, have spawned much debate for centuries. Discourse 
that has often turned ugly, contradictory to the very way Jesus communicated with others.

So how do we decipher all the rhetoric? The best way to know the real Jesus is to go directly to the 
source. Only by examining his words and his life will his true character and message be revealed.

As James Merritt, the author of 52 Weeks with Jesus, says, “Whether you are a historian, scientist, 
philosopher, or just an average Joe or Jane, you have to agree that Jesus Christ is one of the most 
influential humans to ever walk the earth.” Getting to know the real Jesus is paramount.

In his book, Merritt explores the Gospels—the eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life—and offers 
lessons and encouragement gleaned from Jesus’ words and actions. Merritt divides the facets 
of Jesus’ identity into 8 sections and 52 weekly readings, clearly and boldly noting which heart 
issues Jesus took a stand on. He takes a closer look at such areas as: 

52 Life-Changing Weeks with Jesus
James Merritt Urges Readers to Get to Know the Real Jesus

“This book—not the book, but Jesus in the book—will change your life,” Merritt asserts, “and it will enable you, encourage you, 
and equip you to go out and begin to engage with an unbelieving world.” 

By clarifying who Jesus was as a man and what he taught about important topics—be it the nature of marriage, his love for 
humanity, or the godly way to relate to both friends and enemies—Merritt offers devotional-style guidance for our own responses 
in those areas. As Merritt notes, “It is the kind of book that both a layman and a pastor could pick up and get practical and 
preaching nuggets from about any major aspect of the life of Jesus.”

Having lived as a believer for 52 years and preached specifically on Jesus’ life to his own congregation for 52 weeks, Merritt knows 
firsthand the power of focusing on Jesus. “I believe spending one year with Jesus can transform your life,” he says. “I believe it can 
help you be a better parent, a more loving spouse, a finer friend, and a more generous, loving, compassionate person.”

Merritt’s hope for this book is that readers will encounter Jesus as he really is and grow in faith as they ponder Jesus’ life.

• Jesus, the Transformer – More than a sweet, syrupy Christmas story, Christ’s beginnings on earth reveal why 
he should be important to us and why we are important to him.

• Jesus, the Teacher – He spoke with an understanding of spirituality and philosophical depth that continue 
to dazzle the minds of the masses. His teachings address life’s most pressing problems and help us navigate 
through them.

• Jesus, the Helper – He was willing to help anyone at any time—even if they didn’t realize they needed him. 
Jesus’ most scandalous encounters reveal his role as a helper of the helpless and the hope of the hopeless, all the 
while changing the way we see others and ourselves.

• Jesus, the Leader – When we want to learn how to lead, we often look to those whose names emblazon book 
covers and fancy business cards. But what about the leader who claims more followers than any person in 
history?

• Jesus, the Overcomer – In his last days, he overcame the three greatest problems of life—sin, sorrow, and 
death—and through this, he gives us hope that we can also be victorious when our life’s final chapter has been 
written.
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Dr. James Merritt is the host of Touching Lives international broadcast ministries. He is also the founder and 
lead pastor of Cross Pointe Church in Duluth, Georgia. His greatest passion, and the call of his heart, is 
leading men, women, boys, and girls around the world to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Saved at the age of nine and accepting God’s call to preach at twenty-one, Dr. Merritt earned an undergraduate 
degree from Stetson University and his Master of Divinity and Doctorate of Philosophy degrees from Southern 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He has pastored churches in Kentucky, Mississippi, and Georgia, and he has 
preached all over the world to hundreds of thousands of people through television and radio.

From 2000-2002, Dr. Merritt served as president of the Southern Baptist Convention, the world’s largest 
Protestant denomination, as well as serving in other key denominational positions. 

He is a popular speaker and the author of several books, including 52 Weeks with Jesus; God, I’ve Got a 
Question; and Still Standing. His heart for pastors, men, and marriages has also resulted in PastorsEdge.com (a 
ministry resource), Impact1 men’s conferences, couples conferences, and marriage conferences.

Dr. Merritt has been interviewed by various media outlets, including 60 Minutes, The New York Times, ABC 
World News Tonight, Time Magazine, and Hannity and Colmes. 

He and his wife, Teresa, have been married for almost forty years and have three sons and three spoiled 
grandchildren.

Meet James Merritt
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• Please share about your experiences preaching solely 
on Jesus’ life and teachings for 52 weeks. Why was 
it important to you and how did your congregation 
respond?

• In the book’s introduction, you detail your coming-to-Christ story. 
Please share a brief overview and the reasons why you felt that the 
story was important to include in this particular book.

• What makes this book different from other books about Jesus?

• Do you see the book as more informative or transformative in nature?

• Who is the intended audience for this book? Will pastors find it more accessible than the members 
of their congregations?

• Explain the layout of this book. How should people read it in order to get the most value out of 
the experience?

• This book covers everything from the beginning of Jesus’ life on earth until his death and 
resurrection. What can readers learn from the Bible passages on Jesus’ birth that could be applied 
to their own lives?

• Of the eight different aspects of Jesus that you discuss, which one do you believe is the most 
difficult for people to accept? Why do you think that is the case?

• Which of the eight aspects of Jesus do you believe people latch onto the most?

• Can the “Miracle Worker” side of Jesus still apply to us and have something to teach us today?

• How do you differentiate between Jesus as “The Leader” and Jesus as “The Overcomer”? 

• Is there anything in the book about Jesus’ response to today’s “hot topics,” such as same-sex 
marriage and abortion? What can Christians learn from this regarding their own responses to such 
controversial issues?
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Here are some suggested topics you might consider for an interview with James Merritt:

The Journey of a Lifetime in 52 Weeks

At the start of a new year, we make numerous goals that we hope will be life-changing—like exercising more often, 
taking college classes, or creating a new business. 52 Weeks with Jesus also puts forth a plan for doing something different 
over a year-long period. But how can 52 weeks spent studying the Gospels change your life? In this interview, James 
Merritt details his own experiences while studying and preaching on Jesus’ life for a year. In addition, he shares how this 
study will help readers grow closer to the real Jesus.

Jesus, the Miracle Worker

In contemporary America, miracles are often relegated to fiction, such as It’s a Wonderful Life. But during his lifetime 
Jesus used miracles to show his divinity and authority to a skeptical world. In this interview, James Merritt discusses how 
the “Miracle Worker” is still at work today and what we can learn from the miraculous aspects of Jesus’ life.

The Go-To Book about Jesus

“Whether you are a historian, scientist, philosopher, or just an average Joe or Jane, you have to agree that Jesus Christ 
is one of the most influential humans to ever walk the earth.” Given the undeniable import of Jesus’ existence, there are 
understandably many works exploring his life and teachings. What makes 52 Weeks with Jesus unique—a go-to resource 
for those who want to know more about Jesus? In this interview, James Merritt offers an overview of the book’s sections 
and shares how the book biblically and relevantly proclaims Jesus.

Jesus, the Teacher

What many Christians and non-Christians alike want to know is Jesus’ teachings on topics that especially concern us 
today: the definition of marriage, the responsible way to handle money, the true meaning of “judging” in a world where 
believers are vilified for “judging” others. In this interview, James Merritt explores several of Jesus’ most famous and 
particularly relevant teachings.

Engaging the World

Christians’ biggest problem? According to James Merritt, the problem is this: “We experience the unbelieving world—
we don’t really engage with it.” In this interview, Merritt discusses how believers can follow Jesus’ example of engaging 
the world and living a surrendered life that speaks louder than our words.

Interview Topics for
James Merritt


