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For more than 40 years, The Oak Ridge Boys have entertained countless fans across 
the country, sung for numerous US presidents, and earned every award in the industry, 
including their upcoming induction into the prestigious Country Music Hall of Fame. 
From their roots in southern gospel to their chart-topping career in country music, the 
Oaks have become one of America’s most beloved music groups.

“When the lights dim, the theme music begins to play, and our band members begin to 
take up their positions, it’s just as exciting today as it has always been throughout our 
long history,” says Joe Bonsall, lead tenor of the group and author of On the Road with 
The Oak Ridge Boys. “We know that people have gathered to hear us sing our songs, 
and we never take one person in the audience for granted.”

The Oaks got their start back in the 1940s when a group from Knoxville, Tennessee began 
performing country and gospel music in the town of Oak Ridge, where the atomic bomb 
was being developed. Over the years, the group gained popularity and soon appeared 
on the stage at the Grand Ole Opry. From there, members came and went but in 1973, 

the current group of Bonsall, William Lee Golden, Duane Allen, and Richard Sterban began singing together and the rest 
is history. 

“Through all these many miles we’ve traveled and everything we’ve been through together for more than 40 years, we 
haven’t really changed much as we’ve gotten older,” says Bonsall. “Singing, doing things right, honoring God and families 
in our lives...these things are still what really matter the most to each of us.”

In On the Road with The Oak Ridge Boys, Bonsall takes readers on a backstage tour of life in the country music industry 
and the multi-faceted career of the Oaks. Through colorful stories and a touch of nostalgia, Bonsall shares about the history 
behind the group, introduces readers to each of the Oaks, and gives readers a front row seat to what it’s like to travel the 
country in a tour bus equipped with lounges, technology, and multiple television sets. He also shares numerous stories of 
legendary fans (like 100-year-old Addaline Huff) as well as celebrities the Oaks have sung for and rubbed shoulders with 
throughout the years, including country stars like Garth Brooks and Kenny Rogers and presidents from Gerald Ford to 
George W. Bush.

“When we’re asked about our most memorable moments as Oak Ridge Boys, we often recall the honor of singing in the 
White House and our friendships with many of our nation’s presidents,” says Bonsall. “And why not? It’s simply the truth 
that these events have provided us with some of our greatest memories.”

Over the decades, the Oaks have recorded and sung hundreds of songs, with their runaway hit, “Elvira,” racing to the top 
of the charts in 1981. “Elvira” crossed over into the pop market and the song won every applicable music award. The Oaks 
even found themselves at one time singing it with the prestigious Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Today, contemporary groups 
are still singing “Elvira,” even on the stage at the Grand Ole Opry.

“Our little song has passed down through the generations,” says Bonsall. “Perhaps it’s a big reason The Oak Ridge Boys are 
still around. Our music, our shows, and our own American spirit have been passed down from grandparents to parents to 
young couples and even on to their children. We see them all at our shows—still singing ‘Elvira’ with the Boys!”

On the Road with the Oak Ridge Boys
Forty years of untold stories and adventureS
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Meet Joe Bonsall
Joe Bonsall’s Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, background shows through clearly in 
his love of the Philadelphia Phillies. According to him, “I live and die with the 
Phillies, no matter where they are. 1993 was great for me; one of the highlights 
was going home to Philadelphia and taking my parents to two World Series 
games. That was so cool.” 

Now a Nashvillian for almost four decades, Joe is also a Tennessee Titans 
football fan. He and his wife Mary attend Titans games whenever he is in town. 

Joe is an avid writer and songwriter. He became a published children’s book 
author in 1997 with The Molly Books, a four-book series published by Ideals 

Children’s Books. In 2003, New Leaf Press published G. I. Joe & Lillie: Remembering a Life of Love and Loyalty, an inspirational 
biography Joe penned about his parents. His song by the same name was included on the Oaks’ Colors album, released the 
same year. A music video of the song reemerged in the summer of 2009 and became a YouTube phenomenon with more 
than five million views. His new book, On the Road with The Oak Ridge Boys, will release from Harvest House Publishers 
in May 2015.

Joe also wrote the title song to the Oaks’ The Journey album, as well as the text for the Oaks’ coffee table book, An 
American Journey. New Leaf also published his Christmas story, An Inconvenient Christmas. In September 2010, Journey 
Press, a division of Sheaf House, released his latest hardbound book, From My Perspective, a collection of commentaries, 
stories, and other writings. Christmas Miracles, a collection of short stories and commentaries, originally published in 
2008, was updated in 2012.

For relaxation, Joe retreats to his farm on the Tennessee-Kentucky state line and can often be found on his John Deere 
tractor mowing part of his 350 acres—or sitting on his front porch and playing his banjo, an instrument he has played for 
almost eleven years! He plays a step-out lead on the Oaks’ new Rock of Ages CD.

Joe joined the Oaks in 1973. As with the other group members, much of his time is spent on the road performing, but Joe 
has found his own way to get the maximum possible enjoyment out of touring. 

“My life is really pretty simple,” says the Oak who is the principal spokesman on stage. “I go out there and try to sing the 
best I can and give them physically and mentally every single thing I’ve got. When it’s done, I go back to my room, call 
home, eat my pizza or sushi, get on my Apple laptop, watch the sports scores, and say to myself, ‘Hey, I’ve done what I’m 
supposed to be doin’ and I feel great about it.’” 

Joe has two daughters, Jennifer and Sabrina, and two grandchildren, Breanne and Luke. He and Mary also have seven cats, 
Sunny, Sally Ann, Ted, Baybé, Blackie, Crockett, and Mitty.

Joe’s personal web address is www.josephsbonsall.com. 
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• Joe, The Oak Ridge Boys have won pretty much every award out there, from 
Grammys to Dove Awards to inductions into various Halls of Fame. But, your 
group was just named to the Country Music Hall of Fame, which must be one 
of the pinnacles of your career. What does this mean to you and the rest of the 
group?

• The Oaks go all the way back to the days of World War II. How did this legendary 
group get its start?

• You and the other three Oaks, William Lee Golden, Richard Sterban, and Duane 
Allen, have been singing together since 1973. How did you become part of the 
group?

• How did you personally become interested in music?

• Originally, The Oak Ridge Boys were a southern gospel group but in the 70s, you 
became part of country music. Why the change?

• Perhaps one of your best known songs is “Elvira.” What’s the story behind that song and why do you think it 
was and continues to be such a hit?

• You’ve had the opportunity to work alongside music legends. Can you share a favorite story or two about what 
that’s been like?

• People can look at the success of The Oak Ridge Boys and think, “Wow, what a life.” And as you detail in the 
book, it has been a wonderful life. But the music industry is known for being notoriously tough and living life 
on the road can be hard. What challenges have you and the others faced over the years?

• You have a chapter in the book where you share stories about some memorable fans. What can you tell us 
about these special people?

• Many major singers have gotten their starts on the stage of the Grand Old Opry. What does that place mean to 
you?

• Today, all of you are in your golden years and you’re considered a classic group. And yet, you’re still out there, 
still hitting the road 150-160 times a year, and still drawing major crowds. Why do you think The Oak Ridge 
Boys continue to be such a hit?

• You’ve spent many, many days on the road in tour buses. What’s life like in a tour bus?

• If you could think back to your decades with The Oak Ridge Boys, what are some of the memories that really 
stand out?

• While you left the gospel industry many years ago to pursue country music, the four of you are all committed 
Christians. How has your faith been a part of your music life?

• What do you think of the music industry today as compared to when you were first singing with The Oak Ridge 
Boys?

• I know you get asked this a lot, but what does the future look like for the group?
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