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What is it about reality TV that appeals to people? Is it the risk of facing fears, 
surviving in the wild, or expressing your talents (or lack thereof) for the world 
to see? Is it the rewards of a new mate, a dream career, or a huge cash prize? 
Or, is it the revival—a chance to turn your life around? Whatever our reasons 
for watching, we are fascinated enough to keep coming back week after week. 
But what if the reality of wanting God and living out that desire captivated you 
more than the shows on TV? Are the risks, rewards, and revival all infinitely 
greater when it comes to wanting God?

“Wanting God births such untamed things,” says Lisa Whittle—blogger, speaker, 
and author of I Want God. “And I suspect that this, my friend, scary as it sounds, 
may also get your blood pumping. We were born to live on the edge, and when 
someone reminds us it is possible, our heart responds.” 

The heart of this book came from a blog post Whittle wrote in 2012, explaining 
her desire to give God 30 days. Thirty days during which she would quiet her 

mind, listen for His voice, and hope to experience Him more fully. That time led her to study the basis of revival 
and inspired her to share her straightforward and profound discoveries with others.

“I Want God is basically a heart cry of believers who are tired of being on the roller coaster of Christianity,” 
says Whittle. She asserts that many Christians experience their passion for God in ups and downs—one day on 
fire for God, the next day in despair because they feel they can never truly live out that inner passion. In her 
book, Whittle explores four core areas where Christians get trapped in wanting something else—be it comfort, 
logic, popularity, or blessing—more than they want God. Through analyzing those four points and studying 
the example of the Welsh Revival, Whittle helps readers jump off the roller coaster and instead experience a 
continuous free fall into soul revival. 

Whittle is known for her bottom-line, no-fluff approach to Christian living, and this book epitomizes her style. 
She balances personal stories alongside tips for experiencing a life where wanting God extends beyond empty 
words. And she concludes the book with three simple steps extracted from Scripture for experiencing revival 
each and every day.

“I believe that when we want something, that drives everything else,” declares Whittle. “People who are used 
by God aren’t born more special. They’ve just tasted something good and kept coming back for it. They live with 
a different longing.”

What Would Happen If  You Gave God 30 Days?
Lisa Whittle Shares How Wanting God Leads to the Ultimate Adventure

Lisa Whittle is a natural leader and bold thinker. Her refreshing, bottom-line approach appeals to audiences 
across the nation as she points them to a passionate pursuit of God. Lisa’s past experiences include writing 
stints with Catalyst and Women of Faith, church planting, national media appearances, and traveling with 
Compassion International. Lisa is a wife and mother of three who currently resides in North Carolina. Visit her 
at www.lisawhittle.com.
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Lisa Whittle, author and speaker, is a natural leader and bold thinker. Her refreshing, bottom-line 
approach appeals to audiences across the nation as she points them to a passionate pursuit of God. 
Lisa’s fourth book, I Want God, will join her previous literary works:

{w}hole: An Honest Look at the Holes in Your Life and How to Let God Fill Them, Behind Those Eyes: 
What’s Really Going on Inside the Souls of Women, and The 7 Hardest Things God Asks a Woman to Do.

While taking a month off from her blog in 2012, Lisa studied the Welsh Revival of 1904-1905. The 
lessons she took away from that study found their way into her new release from Harvest House 
Publishers. I Want God is an exploration of soul revival: the renewal of hearts that leads to a movement 
of people deliberately seeking God and His will.

Lisa’s previous release, {w}hole, includes groundbreaking research about the church from the well-
respected Barna Group and shares her experience of growing up a pastor’s daughter. From church 
leaders to Bible study groups to residents of rehab facilities and prisons, it has been a transformative 
work for its readers.

In addition to speaking, media appearances, and writing for Women of Faith, Catalyst, Relevant and 
various other high profile blogs and publications, Lisa has done master’s work in Marriage and Family, 
advocates for Compassion International, and is a part of The MOB (Mothers of Boys) Society writing 
team. Lisa is a wife and mother of three currently residing in North Carolina. 

Meet Lisa Whittle
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• You note in the introduction of your book that you wrote it as a way 
to come out of hiding after the emotional intensity of writing your 
previous release. How did writing I Want God challenge or change 
you as both a writer and a Christian?

• What do you see as the difference between needing and wanting? 
Why do you encourage readers to want God more?

• You say that wanting God starts with remembering Him. Can you 
give some practical examples of what that might look like for a 
believer?

• How is the definition of “more” different in God’s kingdom than in 
the world?

• Does comfort have any place in the life of a Christian? How does 
the biblical story of Jacob and Esau pertain to your caution against 
comfort?

• What is the “Issue of the Band-Aid” that you reference in your book?

• What does it mean to love God more than people, even our own family?

• You claim that life with God is meant to be an “illogical surety.” What do you mean by that 
phrase?

• How would you encouage someone who is being put down or resented because of their level 
of service to God?

• What brings about revival in a person’s life, in a town, or in a country?

• At one point in the book you mention that our personal relationships with God aren’t meant 
to be social, but rather sacred. How much should a person share with others about their 
relationship with God—if anything?

• You claim that popularity is a “hindrance to revival.” How do you define revival? Is a certain 
level of popularity needed to start a widespread revival?

• What constitutes true blessing from God? Do you think that modern society has it all wrong? 
When should a Christian ask for blessing from God?

• Why is it that “we are most at risk when we are not in crisis”? What does it mean to claim 
that comfortable living is dangerous living?

• What is the practical importance of taking time to remember what God has done in the world 
and in our own lives?

Interview Questions
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Here are some suggested interview topics you might consider for an interview with Lisa Whittle:

Give God 30 Days
Are you drowning in a mass of to-do lists, never-ending piles of laundry, and countless commitments? In 
the busyness of everyday life, “revival” can feel like an idealistic and near-impossible goal to reach. In this 
interview, Lisa Whittle recounts the time she gave her blog a rest in order to give God 30 days in which to 
woo her back to Himself. She will discuss what she learned in that month and how that led to the premise 
for I Want God.

I Want God vs. I Want Convenience
Our society is oriented around comfort—choosing what satisfies us now, what makes us happy now, and 
what constitutes the easiest way. But is it possible that our desire for comfort is overriding our desire 
for God? In this interview, Lisa Whittle describes the core issues behind all the little things we blame for 
taking us away from God—pornography, greed, gluttony, drugs—and explains how what we think we 
want often takes us further away from what we truly want. 

Revival: More than Tent Meetings
The term “revival” often brings to mind sermons delivered in white tents, people singing together in loud 
voices, and crusades against alcohol consumption and gambling. In this interview, Lisa Whittle outlines 
her study of the Welsh Revival, explains the heart behind revivals of the past, and discusses how those 
long-ago attitude shifts can apply to our lives in the modern world.

I Want God vs. I Want Blessing
Our prayers are peppered with requests for blessing. “Please bless my efforts on this project.” “Please 
bless this opportunity I’ve been provided.” “Please send me blessings in this new environment.” 
There’s nothing wrong with wanting to be blessed—is there? In this interview, Lisa Whittle discusses 
the difference between wanting God and wanting His blessing, and why the desire for blessings can 
sometimes be a pitfall on the road to revival.

The Revival of 1,000 People Begins with a Single Step
So you want to start a revival. Before you can reignite others’ passion for God, you must first reignite your 
own. But where do you begin? In this interview, Lisa Whittle discusses the key step to initiating revival—
remembering—and shares her own testimony as an example.

Interview Topics for 
Lisa Whittle


