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Absolutely nothing seems certain in today’s world—not even marriage. Jaded by their 
own parents’ negative relationships, young couples are hesitant to commit to a lifelong 
bond. And even seemingly stable older couples—the long-married baby boomer set 
celebrating their 50th birthdays and experiencing the empty nest—has seen the 
divorce rate recently double in their own peer group. Has marriage become 
meaningless in this modern world? 

Dynamic Bible teachers Elizabeth and Jim George don’t believe so. For decades, 
they’ve taught and counseled couples in all ages and stages of marriage, and in 40 
years of their own married life, they’ve come to a realization: God intended the 
joining together of a man and woman to bring the greatest happiness known to 
mankind! While husbands and wives are guaranteed to fail each other, they can count 
on the certainty that God will never fail them. Moreover, he’s provided married 
couples with everything they need to fix a broken marriage, grow strong together, and 
reap a lifetime of blessings. 

Elizabeth and Jim’s newest book, A Couple After God’s Own Heart, takes a fresh look 
at key marriages in the Bible—Adam and Eve, David and Bathsheba, Jacob and 
Rachel, and more—to uncover what it takes to become a couple who develops their 

faith, lives with purpose, and lives up to their God-given potential. 

Couples struggling with ongoing problems—unfaithfulness, infertility, rebellious children, economic stress, lack of 
communication, and more—will discover how to turn to the Bible for practical application as they learn to... 

• prepare for the temptations they’re guaranteed to face daily by learning to think of and respond 
accordingly to God’s Word 

• let go of their sinful past and claim a new vision of their marriage as sanctioned and blessed by God 
• focus their time and energy on blessing one another in their marriage 
• break the habits of negativity and complaining and develop new habits of praising God and responding 

positively to every situation 
• resolve to turn every crisis over to the Lord 

“With His help,” write Elizabeth and Jim, “you will become in reality what you are already physically: one flesh, one person in 
your thinking and your actions. You will spend the rest of your lives working together to live out God’s will for you as a couple 
after God’s own heart.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why The Future of Your Marriage is Bright… 
Even Though You’re Guaranteed to Fail Each Other 

Jim and Elizabeth George are bestselling authors and national speakers dedicated to helping 
people live a life after God’s own heart. Together, they have written over 70 books with more 
than 9 million copies sold. For over 30 years, the teachings and steadfast example of 
Elizabeth and Jim have helped countless men and women enjoy greater intimacy with God. 
Elizabeth also encourages women through her radio broadcast, “A Minute for Busy Women,” 
featured on Christian radio stations across America and at www.elizabethgeorge.com. Jim is 
the bestselling author of A Man After God’s Own Heart and two-time finalist for the Gold 
Medallion Book Award. Besides writing, he has served as a pastor, seminary professor, and as 
a pharmacist with the Medical Service Corps of the Army Reserve.  
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“If a husband and wife are both wholeheartedly 
committed to their marriage, they will make every 
sacrifice and do whatever is necessary to keep their 
relationship healthy and growing.” [pg 7] 
 
“People want a good marriage, but oftentimes they 
don’t want to do what it takes to become the best spouse 
possible and work through life issues as they pop up 
along the way. It’s easier (or so they think) to simply get 
a new partner! Or to simply go through the motions, 
doing only the absolute minimum that might be 
expected in maintaining a marriage relationship.” [pg 7] 
 
“When marriages fall apart, it affects more than just the 
couple. It affects the immediate family and others 
beyond. The repercussions are felt in the church, the 
community, and even in society as a whole.” [pg 9] 
 
“God’s design for marriage has always been one man 
and one woman, together, for the rest of their lives. This 
is God’s intent, for good reason: A strong and intimate 
marriage relationship is a perpetual fountain of joy and 
blessing to both the couple and everyone around them.” 
[pg 10] 
 
“All couples can certainly identify with Adam and Eve’s 
failure—to one another and to God. We can recall bad 
choices we made that had lasting consequences on our 
marriage, our children, our finances, our health, and our 
job. We can point to something we did or didn’t do that 
changed the course of our life forever.” [pg 19] 
 
“You’re both going to fail God and you’re going to fail 
each other—that’s just a fact. But God has provided all 
that you need as a wife to go on to wherever God—and 
your husband—leads you. God extends His forgiveness. 
His grace is sufficient. His mercies are new every 
morning. And He is with you—always. This means you 
can go on.” [pg 24] 
 

“Many couples lose sight of the fact that God views 
marriage as binding. You can’t let any issues, problems, 
or speed bumps get in the way of the vows you made. As 
a couple, you are obligated by God to make your 
marriage work.” [pg 54] 
 
“Today’s society fosters a spirit of dissatisfaction. So 
make every effort to stop paying attention to the world 
and its selfish impulses. Turn things around by breaking 
the habit of negativity and complaining. You have 
thousands of promises from God to hold on to—
including eternal life. If you recognize that the disease of 
discontentment is present in your marriage, quickly seek 
God’s forgiveness and His help to overcome it.” [pg 80] 
 
“A marriage that centers on wholeheartedly following 
God, is 100 percent dedicated to your spouse, and 
includes talking through all issues that threaten your 
marital relationship will become a marriage that lasts.” 
[pg 84] 
 
“Only God will—and can—give you a second chance. 
Whatever your past, don’t bring it into your present. 
Your relationship with your husband may not have 
started out much better than Bathsheba’s relationship 
with David, but with God’s forgiveness, you can go on. 
Don’t look back; look forward. The future is bright, and 
God has great plans for you and your husband.” [pg 121] 
 
“Wherever you are in your marriage—whether you are 
newlyweds or seasoned veterans—resolve together to 
turn your next crisis over to God as soon as it hits. 
Believe in God’s promise that He will produce good out 
of that crisis. Refuse to cave in, give up, or run away. 
Unite your hearts, grasp hold of each other’s hands, 
pray, stand shoulder to shoulder, and face the crisis. 
Together, do whatever is necessary. And trust God fully, 
knowing that He is working out His plans for you and 
your marriage. In the end, you’ll be blessed with a 
stronger marriage because you did it...together.” [pg 155]

  

Notable Quotes 
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• How does A Couple After God’s Own Heart tie together the 

messages in your previous books for wives and for husbands? 
 
• In your 40 years of marriage, how have you learned through 

experience how to follow God wholeheartedly together? 
 
• Adam and Eve. David and Bathsheba. Jacob and Rachel. You 

look at the lives of these married couples—and others—in the 
book. What truths from their marriages can be applied to 
modern marriages? 

 
• When marriages fall apart, who else—besides the couple—is affected? 
 
• How can couples prepare to respond to the temptations they are 

certain to face in their everyday lives? 
 

• How can couples develop their faith and grow more spiritually 
mature as Christians? 

 

• Money is a big—and daily—issue in marriage. What practical advice 
can you give couples about managing their finances? 

 

• What is God’s blueprint for a great marriage? Which couples in the 
Bible can we look to as great examples? 

 

• You say, “It’s not a matter of if, but when the next crisis will hit.” 
What can couples do to respond to each new crisis as it comes? 
 

• How can two distinct individuals—who often have such opposing 
strengths and weaknesses—truly come together as a team to live out 
God’s will for their life together?  

Interview 
Questions 
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