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A NEw WAY TO
STUDY PROPHECY

versial area of Bible study—one that could change your life.

Prophecy sometimes becomes controversial because there are
so many different opinions about it. Most of the controversies have
to do with the timing of the Lord’s return or the interpretation of
the signs related to His return. Rather than risk being labeled “con-
troversial,” some Bible teachers rarely or never teach prophecy, even
though it occupies nearly one-third of all Scripture.

A popular Bible teacher taught his congregation the entire New
Testament book by book, from Matthew to Jude. After he finished,
he started again at the book of Matthew. One of his students inter-
rupted him and said, “You have forgotten the book of Revelation”
(an entire book of prophecy). The teacher responded, “Oh, it’s too
controversial and too difficult to understand.” Nonsense! Revela-
tion 1:3 promises a blessing to those who read and obey the book
of Revelation. And how can you get a blessing out of it if you can’t
understand it? God in His graciousness has given us prophecy, which
is essentially history written in advance. The study of the end times,
or eschatology as it’s referred to, will not only inspire us but prepare
us for the events of the last days.

This is not the time in history to avoid “the study of future
things.” If we avoid teaching Christians the basics about prophecy,
they will be “tossed to and fro” (Ephesians 4:14) by false teachers

‘. J ou are about to embark on an exciting but sometimes contro-
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12 ~ UNDERSTANDING BIBLE PROPHECY FOR YOURSELF

who come to them with cunningly devised fables and interpreta-
tions that will deceive them. And if our expectations are correct,
that increase of false teachers has already arrived on the scene and
will continue in the days to come. Christians need to know more
about prophecy, not less, so that they can be armed with the truth
and defend themselves against erroneous teachings.

It Is Possible to Understand Bible Prophecy

It is this author’s conviction, after studying prophecy for many
years and after writing several books on the subject (including a
commentary on the book of Revelation), that prophecy is not so
difficult to understand that it should be avoided. Instead, avoiding it
could be dangerous to the spiritual health of Christians. The apostle
Paul obviously thought prophecy was important for young Chris-
tians to study, for he addressed it in every chapter in the little book
of 1 Thessalonians. (Bible scholars tell us this five-chapter book
was probably the very first of his 13 epistles to be written, and that
Paul had ministered in Thessalonica for only three weeks, yet obvi-
ously had taught many prophetic things during that short time.) In
1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 we read:

Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not
need to write to you, for you know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruc-
tion will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you,
brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should
surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of the light
and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night
or to the darkness (NIV).

Obviously Paul did not think that such a subject as “the day of
the Lord” (another reference to the second coming of Christ) was
too complex for these baby Christians. The fourth chapter of 1 Thes-
salonians, which we will study later, contains the most detailed
description of the coming of Christ for His church to be found in
the whole Bible. Then in 2 Thessalonians, which was written just a
short time later, Paul taught about the coming of the Antichrist and
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other future events. Paul clearly did not think that future subjects
were too controversial or so hard to understand that they should be
ignored. Instead, he considered them important for young believers,
and especially essential to challenging Christians to live holy lives
in an unholy age.

Some details of prophecy are admittedly difficult to understand,
but the essentials are not. And that is why this book is written—to
help you see through your own study that such subjects as the return
of our Lord, the resurrection of the dead, the future activities of the
dead (including the judgment seat of Christ for Christians only and
the white throne judgment for sinners only), the millennial king-
dom, heaven, and the glorious appearing of Christ to rule and reign
over this earth are just not that hard to understand.

[ am convinced that even if some minor misunderstandings result
from the pursuit of prophetic studies, this is still far better than
ignoring the subject entirely. Ignorance has never been a virtue! As
the apostle Paul said, “I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren’
(1 Thessalonians 4:13). I share that concern. I would not have you
ignorant about the most important events God has planned for your
future. For if you understand His plan, it will motivate you to live
the kind of life that will cause Him to say to you on judgment day,
“Well done, good and faithful servant...enter into the joy of your

Lord” (Matthew 25:23).

)

What Makes This Book Different?

Most books on prophecy, including some of mine, are written
by one or more authors for the purpose of persuading you of their
own interpretation of the prophetic Scriptures. However, the pur
pose of this book is to help you analyze the prophetic passages of
the New Testament (and those from the Old Testament that have
a bearing on them) in such a way that you can come to your own
conclusions. Scripture texts will be given with space available for
you to write your understanding of the passages. Questions will be
asked to help you reach your own conclusions. In this way, God can
speak to you directly on the subject. Then after you have reached
your conclusion on what you believe the text teaches, I will provide
my understanding of it for comparison. In some cases I will also
give other interpretations by Bible-believing Christians for you to
consider.
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14 ~ UNDERSTANDING BIBLE PROPHECY FOR YOURSELF

Keep in mind that the Bible was not written to divide Chris-
tians, even though it has sometimes been used that way. (In some
instances, whole denominations have been started over differences
related to Bible prophecy.) The Bible was written to ordinary people
like you and me, and most passages are easy to understand and
believe if we apply the golden rule of interpretation to the passage:
When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other
sense, but take every word at its primary, literal meaning, unless the
facts of the immediate context clearly indicate otherwise. As the apostle
John said in Scripture about Christians understanding God’s Word
for themselves:

These things I have written to you concerning those
who try to deceive you. But the anointing which you
have received from Him abides in you, and you do
not need that anyone teach you; but as the same
anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is
true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you,

you will abide in Him (1 John 2:26-27).

If you are a Christian, you can understand the Bible, including
the prophetic passages, and especially those verses that God designed
to motivate His children to live holy lifestyles. Our Lord promised,
“When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all
truth...and He will tell you things to come” (John 16:13).

But first, let’s examine why Christians should study prophecy.
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