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God Has Saved You Forever

The Bible reveals God’s plan to establish a relationship with
humanity. The Bible has lots of verses (a total of 31,101 to be
exact), but we can quickly direct you to the one that sums it up
succinctly:

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life ( John 3:16).

Let’s dissect this verse to look at several of the components
of salvation:

1. “For God so loved the world…” This is an incredible con-
cept that is even more amazing than it might appear.
Remember that God is perfect, and humanity is not. God
is holy, and we are far from it. We aren’t just a few
notches below God on the righteousness scale; He is at
the top, and we don’t even make the chart. Yet God loves
us in our “as is” condition. Despite all of our failings,
flaws, and imperfections, He loves us. 

2. “…that he gave his only Son…” We weren’t pursuing Him;
He initiated the steps to connect with us. Because our
sins prevented the connection, the sacrifice of Christ on
the cross was necessary to pay the penalty that we
deserved.

3. “…so that everyone who believes in him…” Christianity is
not limited to those of a particular country, political
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group, ethnicity, or economic standing. It is available to
everyone. The only criterion is belief. We have the choice
to accept or reject God’s offer of salvation. Our accept-
ance takes the form of believing that Christ’s death and
resurrection is the means by which our sins are forgiven
and we establish a relationship with Christ. Belief is
more than just intellectual acknowledgment of these
facts; it includes intentionally choosing to follow God’s
plan rather than our own selfish desires.

4. “…will not perish but have eternal life.” The physical death
that awaits humanity is not the end; as spiritual beings
with a soul, we have eternity before us. Christians will
spend that eternity with Christ. But eternal life doesn’t
kick in only upon our death; it begins at the moment of
our salvation.

The concepts that John 3:16 explains are examples of God’s
grace. Grace is a theological word that simply means “unmer-
ited favor.” God loves us, but we’ve done nothing to deserve
His gift of salvation. Think about what God’s grace means to
you on a personal level:

• God loves you unconditionally. What you have done in the
past doesn’t matter. And because God already knows
what you are going to do in the future, that doesn’t
matter either. His love doesn’t hinge on what you’ve
done or not done; it is unconditional because He is a
God of grace.

• God’s salvation is a gift that none of us deserve. This is a
“come as you are” offer. You don’t have to clean up your
act to qualify. The offer isn’t extended to you because
you are good. Just the opposite. You aren’t, and God
knows you don’t stand a chance of escaping hell without
His gift of salvation. But don’t ever think that just
because salvation is free and readily available to you that

Now That You’re a Christian
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it must be cheap. Always remember that your salvation
came at the cost of Christ’s own death on the cross. 

• You can do nothing to make God love you more. Because
God’s love for you is already limitless, you don’t have to
worry about satisfying periodic performance testing to
stay in His good graces. Oh, sure, you’ll probably want 
to align your lifestyle to fall within His principles, but
that will happen as you realize that God’s blueprint for
living makes sense. You are not under pressure to rack up
brownie points with God; He wants your allegiance to
Him to be motivated by love, not forced compliance.

• You can do nothing to make God love you less. Don’t worry
about God imposing some divine guilt trip on you. Sure,
He desires that you live according to His principles. But
God isn’t going to love you less if you blow it from time
to time. You won’t be living under pressure to satisfy
some angelic behavioral standard to retain your salva-
tion. Doesn’t that take some pressure off? Doesn’t that
make you more grateful for His grace?

In Bible terminology, faith and belief mean more than a con-
fidence in certain circumstances (such as “I have faith in
gravity” or “I believe gas prices will rise”). The kind of faith
that leads to salvation involves your mind (belief ), your spirit
(trust), and your heart (adoration).

1. Faith starts with belief. Some skeptics of Christianity say
it is only for the impressionable, the ignorant, the irra-
tional, or the deluded. They say that faith requires the
willful suspension of intellect. Nothing could be further
from the truth. You are not saved by ignoring facts or
truth. Just the opposite. Faith requires belief in (realiza-
tion and appreciation of) the truth that Jesus is who He
said He is, that the Bible is true, and that Christ is the
way of salvation.

What God Has Done for You
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2. Faith moves forward with trust. Trust means that you have
enough confidence in God to give Him ownership of
your life. You are certain that His plan for you is better
than your plan for yourself. And you are willing to build
your life on that trust.

3. Faith results in worship. A sure sign of saving faith is the
desire to worship God (to worship means to adore God,
to give Him praise and reverent devotion, and to
acknowledge His supremacy in all things). This type of
worship rises naturally from an appreciation for the gift
of salvation at the great cost of the sacrificial death of
Jesus. A response of gratitude to God flows from true
faith.

You exercised faith when you became a Christian, but the
work of salvation was all on God’s part. That means that the
continuation of your salvation is not in jeopardy. If salvation
were based on your constant compliance with a code of con-
duct, you’d lose out as soon as you slipped up. But since your
salvation comes through God’s grace and not by your per-
formance, the gift of salvation is guaranteed forever. It’s a done
deal that won’t be revoked. No one—not even you by your
own screw-ups—can take away what Christ has paid for with
His death. This is the concept of eternal security, and the Bible
clearly states that nothing can invalidate your salvation:

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us
from his love. Death can’t, and life can’t. The angels
can’t, and the demons can’t. Our fears for today, our
worries about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell
can’t keep God’s love away…nothing in all creation
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God
that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans
8:38-39).

Now That You’re a Christian
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