
21. In spite of the ideal conditions in the millennium, millions will
rebel at the end of the thousand-year kingdom (see Rev. 20:7-9).
Satan will be loosed from the bottomless pit to deceive the nations,
and sinful man will reject God. At that point, God will judge everyone.
The dead will be resurrected, and those who died in unbelief will
face judgment (see Rev. 20:5,6; Dan. 12:1,2).

22. In the millennial kingdom, Jesus is reigning over a peaceful earth
populated by men and women. After 1000 years, the earth is de-
stroyed, everyone without Christ will be judged, and a new heaven
and new earth will be created and populated by the glorified people
of God (see Rev. 21 and 22).

23. The great white throne judgment occurs at the end of the millen-
nial kingdom, after Satan has led his failed insurrection. Satan has
been thrown into the lake of fire, and every person is called to ac-
count before Jesus Christ (see Rev. 20:11-15; 1 Pet. 2:22; John 5:22;
Matt. 10:26; Heb. 4:13; Eccl. 12:14). The very Person who was re-
jected and scorned by men will ultimately sit in judgment on them.

24. The New Testament refers to the Book of Life 8 times, and though the
Old Testament does not call it by name, it alludes to a book in which
righteous names are written 3 times. The Lamb’s Book of Life is the
book of Jesus Christ in which are entered the names of those who
have received Him and are guaranteed eternal life. The other Book
of Life contains the names of all living people. It is possible, through
sin, to have one’s name blotted out of the Book of Life upon death,
if one has not received Jesus Christ (see Ex. 32:33; Rev. 3:5; 21:27).

25. He will be cast into the lake of fire, along with the Beast and the
False Prophet, to be tormented eternally (see Rev. 20:10).

26. It is the final dwelling-place of the unbelieving dead. Those who do
not have their name written in the Lamb’s book of life will be cast
there for eternity (see Rev. 20:12-15; John 5:24).

27. Hades is the place of all those who have departed this life, both be-
lievers and unbelievers. It is a temporary place, whereas hell is a per-
manent place which lasts forever. (The King James Bible translates
the words sheol, hades, gehenna, or Tartarus as “hell,” leading to the
confusing idea that they refer to the same place, when in fact they do
not.) Luke 16:19-31 notes three compartments: “Abraham’s bosom,”
“the great gulf fixed,” and “the place of torment.” Once a person
dies, he is confined to one side or the other—comfort or torment.

28. Hell was created for the judgment of the devil and his angels (see
Matt. 25:41; 2 Pet. 2:4). Unsaved people will be cast into the lake of
fire because they never accepted Jesus Christ as Savior. (see John
1:12; 3:18; 14:6; Heb. 9:27). To avoid this awful place, one must ac-
cept the forgiveness offered by Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:13).

21. What takes place after the millennium?

22. What is the difference between the millennial kingdom and eter-
nity?

23. What is the “Great White Throne” judgment?

24. What are the “Books of Life”?

25. What will happen to Satan at the end of time?

26. What is the “lake of fire”?

27. What’s the difference between “hades” and “hell”?

28. Why was hell created?

29. Why would a loving God send people to hell?

30. What will heaven be like?

31. What occurs at the very end of time?

32. How do we know Christians will be in heaven?

33. How do we know all of these events are in the future?

34. How can a person be sure of spending eternity with God?

29. People are dispatched to hell because they are not fit to enter heaven
(see John 3:3; 1 Cor. 15:50). Unless a person is born again, he or she
cannot enter heaven. A Christian has full assurance that he is going
to heaven, not because he is naturally fit for heaven, but because he
has been made fit by the new birth through Christ.

30. A holy and beautiful place that reflects the ultimate glory of God. There
will be no more night or pain or sickness or sorrow, and all the in-
habitants will serve the Lord with joy for eternity (see Rev. 21 and 22).

31. Philippians 2:9-11 records that everyone, saved and unsaved, physical
and spiritual, will bow down and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father. Even the skeptics and infidels, the pro-
crastinators and rejecters will acknowledge Jesus as Lord!

32. 2 Corinthians 5:8 tells us to be absent from the body is to be present
with the Lord, so when a Christian dies, he goes to be with his Savior,
thus fulfilling the Lord’s promise to take all Christians to His Father’s
house. Many prophecy teachers believe Old Testament believers have
been taken by Christ into paradise, where they have been joined by the
souls of Christians at death ever since the first century(see Eph. 4:8-10).

33. If you take these chapters in Revelation literally, you are forced to come
to the conclusion that no such tribulation period has ever before oc-
curred in history. This world has known tribulation, trials, famines,
earthquakes, and pestilence, but never have events like those in Rev-
elation occurred.

34. If Jesus Christ had not come into this world to die for our sins, we would
all be sent to hell. None of us is good enough for heaven. But because
He loves us, Jesus paid the penalty and accepted total punishment for
all our offenses against Him, thereby making heaven available to us.
Our sins are forgiven and forgotten if we surrender our lives to Him.
Those foolish enough to pass up this free ticket to heaven are reserving
for themselves a spot in hell.

The Bible is not a single book, but a library of books containing al-
most one-third prophetic writings. Most of the 66 volumes were written
by prophets—Moses, Samuel, Daniel, Isaiah, Paul, and others had that
gift. There are 16 books on prophecy in the Old Testament, and four
books in the New Testament. Just from the amount of material covered
in Scripture called prophecy, it is clear that God intended for His chil-
dren to study it. If we omit the study of prophecy as too controversial,
too difficult, or complex, we will omit almost one-third of the entire
Bible!

Prophecy exalts our view of our Lord. The portrayal of Christ in the
Gospels reveals a humble man, abused, rejected, and crucified by His
creation. But the second coming reveals Jesus Christ coming in power
and great glory as “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” At that coming
“every knee shall bow…and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord” (Philippians 2:10,11).

Our Lord predicted that false Christs and false prophets will appear
in the end times, some of whom will be able to perform great signs and
miracles, and will deceive even the elect—that is, believers who do not
know the Scriptures that relate to future things. The best way to avoid
being deceived by the false teachers that are coming is to know the
prophetic teachings of the Word of God.

The most evangelistic periods of church history have been times when
the church studied prophecy. The early church had an evangelistic fire

that lasted almost three centuries, due in part to the prominent teaching
of our Lord’s soon return. After the Bible had been assigned to museums,
John Wycliffe (1330–1384) translated it into the common language,
reestablishing the primacy of Scripture. In the nineteenth century came
the rediscovery of the study of prophecy, and it was during this period the
greatest missionary and evangelistic emphasis of the modern church era
was born. The person who studies Bible prophecy receives the message
that this world is very temporary. One day all these things will be burned
up, and, as the Scripture asks, “Then whose shall these things be?”

One tool which the Holy Spirit uses to help believers live holy lives is
the study of prophecy, particularly those passages that relate to our Lord’s
soon return. As the apostle John said, “Everyone who has this hope in Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:3). Many a believer, in-
cluding this writer, has in a moment of temptation thought, “Do I want to
be doing this when Christ returns?” When the answer is a resounding “NO!”
it is easier to reject the temptation.

The world in which we live has no hope. History is the study of war
and the inhuman traits of mankind. The whole world yearns for peace,
but knows no peace. Even the world’s greatest thinkers have no workable
solutions to the myriad problems facing humankind. Prophecy students,
however, not only know what our loving God has planned for the future
of this planet and the billions who live on it, but they have a firm confi-
dence toward the future and are not afraid. Christians who know nothing
about these future events will have little confidence or hope as they face
the future. Those familiar with prophecy are the only ones who can face
what seems to be an uncertain future with peaceful confidence.

n the archives of the United States Supreme Court is the record of
George Wilson, a man sentenced to die by hanging for a crime he

had committed. His case came before President Andrew Jackson, who
granted Wilson a pardon. To everyone’s amazement, Wilson tore the pardon
to shreds and threw it on the floor of his prison cell. The ensuing legal ar-
gument concerned the validity of a pardon that was refused, and the ques-
tion arose as to whether or not Wilson should be freed or hanged. After
great deliberation, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled as follows: “A pardon is a
writing, the value of which is dependent upon the acceptance by the indi-
vidual for whom it is intended.” It was therefore decreed by the court that
George Wilson be hanged until dead—not because a pardon was not of-
fered, but because it was not accepted.

This is a perfect picture of the sinner who hears the gospel of Jesus Christ,
knows that God has written a pardon for him, yet rejects Him and thus for-
feits his right to the pardon. If you are without the Savior today, it is because
you choose to be. Your choice to reject Jesus Christ automatically invali-
dates your pardon and sentences you to the lake of fire.

Each of us is confronted with a choice. We can admit we are sinners in
need of a Savior and invite Christ into our lives, or we can choose to reject
Him. In either case we will live in eternity by our choice. Those who have
chosen to put their faith in Christ will rule and reign with Him during the
millennial kingdom and then go into the eternal ages surrounding His throne.
Those who reject Him will be cast into the lake of fire and separated from
Him forever. As the apostle Paul put it: “Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).
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CONFIDENT HOPE IN A HOPELESS AGE.

WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN TO ME?WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN TO ME?
o have your name written in the Lamb’s book of life, you must belong to God. There is no

middle ground—as Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against me.” Right now you can call

on the name of the Lord and be saved by saying something like this: “Dear Lord, I have sinned against

You and Your law. I believe that Your Son, Jesus, died for my sins on the cross, and rose on the third

day from the grave. Please come into my life and forgive my sin. I give myself to You.” If you will pray

a simple prayer like this, your name can be listed in the Lamb’s Book of Life—from where it will never

be removed!

T

I

Ch
ar

tt
ak

en
fr

om
Un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g

th
e

La
st

D
ay

s,
by

Ti
m

La
H

ay
e,

H
ar

ve
st

H
ou

se
Pu

bl
is

he
rs

,1
99

8,
p.

93
.

BELIEVERS’

JUDGMENT

GLORIOUS

APPEARING GREAT WHITE


THRONE JUDGMENT

Rapture

Revelation

Chapters: 1 2–3 4–5 6–7 8–18 19–20 21–22

CHURCH AGE

1990 + X

7-YEAR

TRIBULATION

1,000-YEAR

MILLENNIUM

AGES TO

COME

THE PROPHECY TIME LINETHE PROPHECY TIME LINE

Tim LaHaye, founder and president of Family Life Seminars, has written many best-
selling, including How to Study the Bible for Yourself, the Left Behind series (with Jerry
Jenkins), Understanding the Last Days, and Opposites Attract, with combined sales of
over ten million copies. He is a minister, counselor, television/radio commentator, and a
nationally recognized speaker on family life and Bible prophecy.

End Times.qxd:End Times.qxd  4/14/09  9:04 AM  Page 2

Copyrighted material



THE TRIBULATIONTHE TRIBULATIONThe 34 Most-Asked
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Questions About

Bible Prophecy

1. How can we be certain Christ is coming again?

2. When will He come?

3. What is the rapture?

4. How is the “rapture” different from the “second coming”?

5. What is the “Tribulation,” and when does it occur?

6. Will Christians go through the Tribulation?

7. Why won’t the people left on earth notice all the missing Christians?

8. What did Jesus prophesy about the Tribulation?

9. What do the seven “seals” of Revelation 6 & 7 represent?

5. The time between the rapture phase and the public phase of Christ’s
return is a seven year period termed “the great Tribulation” (see
Matt. 24:21; Dan. 9:24-27; Rev. 11:1-3; 135). It is a literal time of
future trauma when the Antichrist will rule the world, signing a
covenant of peace with Israel for seven years (or 42 months, as Rev-
elation 13 describes it), then breaking that covenant after 3 ½ years,
launching the greatest time of desolation in the history of the world.
It will last until Christ arrives to set up His kingdom.

6. Nowhere in the many prophetic passages of Scripture is the church
shown in the tribulation. Christ will come in the air, resurrect the
dead in Christ, and rapture His church before the Tribulation be-
gins (see 1 Thess. 1:9,10; 4:16,17; John 14:1-3; 2 Thess. 2:1-12). The
world will then go through seven years of tribulation, then Christ
will finish His coming by descending in power and glory to the earth
to set up His millennial kingdom. The tribulation period is not for
the church, but for Israel to fulfill prophecy, and for the Gentiles to
be judged for refusing to repent. If the Lord comes for His church
after the tribulation, it cannot be “unexpected” the way a “thief
comes,” for the physical coming of Christ to the earth will not be
secret or unexpected.

7. The chaos that is certain to follow the sudden removal of thousands
of Christians cannot be overlooked. However, Satan will make this
the greatest time of deception in the history of the world. Billions
will attempt to face life as though nothing has happened. They will
follow the lies of the False Prophet, the Antichrist, and Satan him-
self, rejecting the message of salvation through Christ and accepting
the “mark of the Beast” (see 2 Thess. 2:9-12; Rev. 13).

8. Jesus gave a basic outline upon which all other prophetic passages,
including Daniel and Revelation, can be located (See Matt. 24 and
25; Mark 13; Luke 21). He explained that Jerusalem would be sur-
rounded by an enemy army, destroyed, and the temple desecrated.
Later there would be a special kind of war involving all the king-
doms of the world, followed by famines, pestilence, and earthquakes.
After Christ comes to take believers out of the world, the Tribulation
begins here on earth, where there will be false christs and lawless-
ness, but the gospel will be preached around the world, reaching
great multitudes of people. The Lord declared that no one but God
knows when this will begin, so we should be ready at all times for
that day.

9. Seven events mark the unfolding of the tribulation, like opening the
seals on a scroll. The first four seal judgments are four horsemen,
representing militarism, war, famine, and death, and they result in
the deaths of ¼ the world’s population. The next seals represent mar-
tyrdom, celestial events, and shocked silence, followed by the intro-
duction of the seven trumpet judgments (see Rev. 6 and 8:1-5).

10. Who are the 144,000 we hear so much about?

11. What are the trumpet judgments of Revelation 8 & 9, and what do
they mean?

12. Who are the mysterious two witnesses of Revelation 11?

13. Who is the “Beast” or the “Antichrist”?

14. Who is the “False Prophet” that accompanies the Beast?

15. What is the “mark of the Beast”?

16. Why is the number 666 significant?

17. What are the Bowl Judgments in Revelation 15 & 16?

18. What is the famous “Battle of Armageddon”?

19. What happens at the end of the Tribulation?

20. What is the “millennium”?

10. Revelation 7:1-17 describes 144,000 Jewish believers who get saved
during the Tribulation. They are joined by a great multitude of
people from every nation on earth who have received Christ. These
bold witnesses will produce the greatest soul harvest in history (see
Joel 2:28-32).

11. Following the seventh seal come seven trumpet judgments, in which
God pours out His wrath on plants, the seas, the fresh water, all cre-
ation, and men. Like ancient kings using trumpets to announce
royal proclamations, each new judgment is sounded with a trumpet
call. Each judgment seems to be more severe than the preceding
one. Many people die, but still they refuse to repent before the Lord.

12. During the tribulation, God will establish in Jerusalem two special
witnesses endowed with supernatural powers, similar to prophets
from the Old Testament. They will be effective in witnessing for the
Lord during the first half of the Tribulation, but will be hated by evil
people everywhere and will eventually be killed by the Antichrist.
Three days after their martyrdom, with the world watching, they will
rise from the dead and ascend into heaven (see Rev. 11:1-14).

13. The “beast” in Revelation 13 is the head of the coming world gov-
ernment. He will assume power during the Tribulation, taking total
control of people on earth. Depicting himself as a savior, he will ac-
tually be a destroyer—thus making him the antithesis of Christ. He
will demand worship, blaspheme God, and attack the saints.

14. Whenever a political leader tries to exterminate the true worship of
God, he must use the services of a false religious leader. The An-
tichrist will use a False Prophet, who will set up a false religion (see
Rev. 17). He will perform false miracles, even apparently healing
the Beast of a mortal wound, and will deceive people into thinking
he has power. Eventually he will set up an idol of the Beast, and re-
quire everyone have the mark of the Beast (see Rev. 13).

15. The one-world government will require everyone to have some sort
of mark in order to buy or sell anything. It will somehow be used
as an identifier, and will signify their acceptance of Satan’s system.

16. The number 666 reveals the lack of true power the Beast has. Seven
is the number of God and 6 is the biblical number of man. Try as
he may, the Beast can never achieve God-like status. The three-fold
repetition indicates that for all their pretension of deity, the Beast,
the False Prophet, and Satan are merely creatures and not Creators.

17. As things fall apart during the last half of the Tribulation, God sends
seven angels to pour out His wrath upon the earth. Each pours out
a bowl, which creates a terrible condition on the earth. God judges
the land, seas, fresh water, skies, government, holy land, and the
entire earth. Yet with all these judgments, people still reject God.
The seventh bowl judgment concludes the tribulation period.

18. Revelation 16:12-21 describes how Satan, the Beast, and the False
Prophet institute a huge war on the Mount of Megiddo and its sur-
rounding plain. The armies of the world come to fight the army of
God, and are slaughtered (see Rev. 19:11-21).

19. Christ shall come again to earth in power and glory, to rule and
reign personally. This day, called “the second coming” and “the day
of the Lord,” fulfills the prophecies of the Old Testament appear-
ance of the Messiah coming in glory as King of Kings and Lord of
Lords (see Rev. 19:11-21). All those who hate God will be gathered
together to do war with Him, led by the Antichrist, but our Lord’s
awesome power will consume them. Satan will be bound, and this
will conclude the seven-year tribulation, ushering in the kingdom
over which Christ will reign.

20. The millennium is a thousand-year period of time during which
Christ will rule the earth. He will set up a kingdom of peace for the
few people left on earth—Jews and those few who refused to accept
the mark of the Beast. With Satan bound, the curse on the earth will
be lifted. For the first time since the Garden of Eden, man will love
his neighbor as himself (see Isaiah 9:6,7; 65:1-25; Dan. 2:31-45).

1. The second coming of Christ is mentioned eight times more frequently
in the Old and the New Testaments than His first coming. It is the second-
most-mentioned doctrine in the entire New Testament, and is alluded to
in 22 of the 27 New Testament books. (For more information, see Matt.
24:27; Luke 21:25-28; John 14:1-3; 1 Thess. 3:13.)

2. The Bible gives many details associated with Christ’s coming which have
given rise to different interpretations. While there are disagreements about
the time of our Lord’s coming, there is little disagreement over the fact
that He will return. The Lord promised us He would return, as did the
angels and His disciples. Paul mentioned communion only twice in his
epistles, and baptism 13 times, but he mentioned the return of the Lord
50 times! (see 1 Thess. 4:17; Matt. 25:31,32; Rev. 19:15-19; Zech. 14:4,9;
Mark 13:33-37.)

3. The first phase of His coming is “in the air” for believers—a secret coming
that will be a great blessing to all who participate in it, called by Bible
scholars “the rapture.” It has come to mean the phase of our Lord’s re-
turn just for Christians, who are “caught up” together with the resurrected
saints who have died in Jesus (see 1 Thess. 4:13-18 and 1 Cor. 15:50-58).

4. The second phase of the Lord’s second coming is His public appearance
to earth, accompanied with power and great glory as well as the angels
of heaven. We call this “the glorious appearing of Christ.” At that time
“every eye shall see Him,” and those who rejected Him will mourn be-
cause they will finally realize who He really is and that it is now too late
to accept Him by faith as Lord and Savior. The overwhelming number of
references to the second coming in both the Old and New Testaments
have to do with this phase of our Lord’s coming. These are not two com-
ings of Christ but two phases of His one coming. The first phase is for
Christians, and the second phase is for the world of unbelievers. The two
phases of His one second coming are in different places, at different times,
for different people, and for different purposes (see Matt. 24:29-31; 25:31-
46; and Rev. 19:11-21).
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